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Proceedings of a General Meeting of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce held on Saturdey, the
3rd June 1865.

The Hon’ble Joun N. BuLrex, President, in the

" Chair.

The Chairman commenced " the procéedings by
stating that the meeting had been convened
for the purpose of submitting the, committee’s
report for the half year ended 30th April 1865,
of electing a Committee for the current year,
and of considering any other matters that members

"desired to bring forward. ]

He would in the first place submit the report,
which the Secretary would..read, and .then briefly
address the meeting. . !

The report having been read, the Chairman, in
moving its adoption, said that it merely recorded,
for the information of members, what had been the
action, of the Committee on those subjects which
had come directly under their consideration during
the half-year, and did not, consequently, contain

allusion to many other subjects of interest and im-

portance which had occupied public attention dur-




5
ing that périod. Toremost amongst these he .might
mention the opening of through telegraphic com-

minication with Burope and England by the Indo-
EBuiopean line—an event of the highest impor-
tance, from whatever point of view it was regarded.
So far the line had worked as well as could
reasonably have been expected : messages came
through ordinarily in from four to six da)’s, and,
all things considered, with reasonable accuracy.

Tn exceptional instances messages had, he be-
lieved, been conveyed in twenty hours, which
showed what was practicable when the organisa-
tion of the line became more complete. What
was now most to be apprehended was wilful' in-
jury to the line after it left Bussorah, and before
it again émerged into civilized Europe.  That

must always be a source of danger to the line, and

the danger of interruption to the communication
would, perhaps, be greatest at times when, politi-
cally,-speedy communication with England was of
the greatest moment. The only ( safeguard
against this- was the laying of an alternative line
down the Red Sea.- Hitherto it might be said
that sub-marine telegraphs had proved a failure,
of which the Atlantic and Red Sea cables were
notable instances

Tven the Mediterranean line,
ful, was so frequently
out of order, “and so difficult {0 repair when

so far the most suce
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out of order, that its value was much depreciated.
But it was claimed that great improvements had
been .made in.the: construction ‘of sub-marine
cables, and.in the ‘machinery and appliances for

laying them, so that chance of injury to the cable’

was. greatly lessened ;-and a great experiment was
about to be tried,—he believed was at that moment

in progréss,—.in re-laying the Atlantic cable. = If

that,. experiment . was successful and the line con-
tinued to work uninterruptedly, doubtless the Red
Sea::line . would be re-laid: also ; for it would be
intolerable, after -having been for a time within
speaking distance, as it were, of England, that the
communication should at any moment- be liable
to interruption at. the caprice of .a half-savage
Axrab or a semi-civilised government. .. The Chair-
man then - referred to.tlie probability of messages

of only a few hours old being: reccived in India

from America, and, even. from China at no dis-
tant date either vi4 . America. or vid the Russian
lines through Siberia: to some point . of contact
with the general Furopean . system . and. con-
tinued :—It . was . unsatisfactory however . to find
that, . whilst.. telégraphic...communication was
thus rapidly being.extended . in,.all . directions,
the . state of: the. Indian lines. should have
so:little improved. . It..was a common . com+
plaint  in the Bombay papers that messages from
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Englandyi which s:reached nsKurrachee inthree:
ondfoing daysdatook ssandonger «time - to travel:
fronitKurgachee ot :Bomibayisthan from-o-Lon-:
donifidio
béli‘wé&,«qujtévsm&bad'§0mthi5r side asiregards:

2 soinessages,iiwhich weame divecti from:
ight:Agra: »But:the conditionsof:
\ng;\veen CalouttaiandBombay. must be
' vexy bady fOl‘ult wasrnotorious:that;‘even (during :
fewsweeks, messagésobetween: the=itwe
s qwerefrom seven tonieight)cdays dnidtrans:
Issionyro-aozlonger s times! thdm:-the e ordinany:
courge,of post..: Govemmenb were; however; fullyb

consciousyof the inefficiéncyof the:line;and;in as. -

reply;svhich they had made'to the tcomplaints of
the Bombay merchants; had proniiseéd to-give the
subject immediate attention.; . One’great.cause of
the inefficiency »was,the:inferiority ‘of:the: subor-
. dinate;staff, -and the Government had stated - that,
toi- enablesthe Departnient:to pay-higher salaxies;-
and thusisecure: the: ‘services of “more: sintelligent
persons as- signallers; - it ~might: be necessary to:
raise;the charge for- transmitting . messages. - On:
thisi;point he . would only say:that if, by the pay=:
mentiofia.somewhat higher: charge, the delivery:
of messages in an unmutilated form, and:with:
reasonable dispatch, could be secured, he:believed
it-would willingly be submitted to:: Before leav::

#KurracheesiniMatters . were. not;ohe:

e

ing: the subjectiof:telegraphsahe (theChairman):

desired. to express thevaegret swhich he: believed:

had: been-universallyscfeltSatothesdarly:dBath: of
Golonel: Patrick Stewartjmainlyltoswhbse ability:
and cenergy was: owingrthé successfil: completion’
ofithe Indo:Buropean liné.» His garly deatlipin: hlS
career.of usefulneéss;wvas an uriddi 1
+The Chairman ther referred !
<mposed by-the: last-Budgetiand stated that, with
all-its: defects, it. wouldihave besn bettsichad Go-
vernment retained: thesinconvetax for another yéar’
than have embarked:in legislation: of ' so retrogrés:
sive: 4 character ;obut the case was stronger when;
on the Government’s own:showing, tlie reveiiis:
not needed.: Ttswasiito:besrogretted, ’espem Ly,
that occasion had: been'givem:for ‘thei cxercisé af"
the Secretary .of: Statelsiveto ; suchs asiproceed-+
ing could not.fails injuriously to:lower thfs sstige
of the authouty of ithevGovetnorioGneral (in':
the eyes -of uthiecpeople softhis countiyol< Much
as the duties were %o be:condemned; shesbelieved
it “would,have: been betteradliby . ushould edmver
been allowed:ztorun un

sithere wasan-oppot-
tunity: of vepealing/them jiva tégular way, : rather «
thansthat this summzny powcl should thave been
thiisuged: - nyol e

+Mhe's Chaarman then: a.]luded to the pmam‘aphs‘
in she=réport 1e¢pectmcr the Mutlah, ! explaining




that they, merely: \jgcdi‘cled the result of correspen-
lence which the Committee had had with Govern-
ment, during; the half -year.. Al would, however.
(hejeontinued), he-aware, that the, development.of
the \Iuthh | PrOj¢ oot hadilatelymade great progress.
'\d.vmtwe of. theuidisposition -.which
Bomhay to.invest in land reclamations;
gentlemen whosfor years had, fought.the
b'tt‘de of. the Mutlah,-and- had' m'unhmed their
faith.in it through.good..xeport - and evil report,
pmiécted and - Jaunched, -with marvellous-:sue-
cess, the: Port.. .Canning  Land.-Reclamation iand.
Docl:. Company. . :During: the speculative :excite-
ment, which then,; and . for- some -time- after;

eustccl ithe shares,avere .caurried to .- preniium,
which,: consideringthat the; future. city “had yet
tp._i)c built,,. was.atleast premature ;:to . this -had
B ded the .inevitable.reaction : but the great
fact remained that sthe -necessary -funds for ‘the
reclamation Jhad . been subseribed:  Hitherto no-
thing., could i be idone, because funds for the con-
struction of necessary, public, works could not be
raised, by the Municipality, and. Government
«would, grant no aid from, -mperial  sources. | Now
tlnt the. difficulty, had.ibeen . got over, and the
funds,w ere forthcoming, it \vould remain with the
projectors to prove that they.had not overrated
the capabilities of the new .pont.

Hesincerely
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trusted that their most - sanguing (,\p(:t
might be realised. :

Another project for relieving the Hooglily;“off

Calcutta, of a portion of its superabundiht skip-
ping had also lately been discussed, vz tlie! cons-
truction of - Wet Docks at Diamond ~Heibotir,
and ‘the connection of that station with 'Cul:
cutte by means of @ railway. - This *was*not
a new idea, but the revival of an old one. 'The

advantages of * the scheme were the saving'of
expense in’ the shape of steam hire and ‘thé
avoidance of the risk:of the James and Mary’s:
Against this saving of expense, however, must be
put the charges which would be incurred in send-
ing the cargo to and fro between Caleutta' and’
Diamond Harbour ; and, practically, he thought
vossels would be unwilling to remain at Dia-
mond Harbour so long as the river continued
open and they-could get up to Calcutta.

The subject of a Gold Currency was referred to
in the Committee’s last report. Under the opera-
tion of the Government notification authorising
the receipt of sovereigns at the Treasuries through-

out the country at ten rupees, a sum of upwards -

of £200,000 had accumulated in the Currency De-
partment, and the Government had, a short time

back, sought the sanction of the Secretary of State

to proceeding a step further by declaring the
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sovereign a legal tender at ten rupees. The diffi-

culty had been supposed  to lie in- procuring * so- )
vereigns -at_ten rupees; but if theywere forth- -
coming, he could see no -objection to their. being

declared a legal tender at that rate, at which

they were undervalued in relation to silver.

The :Chairman then referred to the remarks
of Mr. Maine on commanditarian portnership, on
the occasion of his withdrawing the bill,: intro-
duced at an earlier period of the session, for le
galizing the formation of Insurance Companies
on the principle of limited liability. He stated
that- the principle of commanditarian . partnership
was likely to receive the sanction of the imperial
legislature during the present session ; if so, a
bill based on the same principle would, no doubt,
be introduced into the Governor-General’s Council
here, and he considered that it would be a most
useful measure in this country.

The Chairman expressed a hope that, when
- their next half-yearly meeting was held, he should
be able to congratulate them on a more prosperous
condition of mercantile affairs than existed at pre-
sent. Though there were not pending over Cal-

cutta the immense losses which threatened Bom-
bay and China, it was unhappily true that, for
some time, trade generally had been very unre-
munerative. Thiswas, to a certain extent, inevi-

R
table .in - the- transition of ‘prices; which was stre, -

to -follow “the’ termination-of the great ¢ivil. war
inAmericd; The enormous profits made in’ cotton,

~ both in Tndia and in England, had ‘stimulated -spe-

culationiin other produce also; and had: encouraged
“the formation ‘of new. banks and c¢redit institutions,
through which the facilitics. {or: speculation were
increased.. - Sooner or later, re-action ‘was: certain,
and:it ~had now:commenced ; but- he trusted that
the storm would soon blow: over,"and" thiat, Whén
they next “met,  the commcun] 1101 izon svould
again be clear.
The Chairmen concluded ]7) meving Lhc ad(‘]‘
tion of -the réport: .
Ir. Brnsthousen having  seconded tl]e motion
called attention to the necessity which-now existed
forraising the tariff of -fixed valuations for duties. -
e instanced shell-lacand ‘several other”articles
on.which the duties werenow levied on: valuations

much.in-excess of average markét prices ; and sug-

gested- that ‘an' application should -be made-to the
Government, for a general revision of this tariff:” -
The Cheirman veplied that it was only recently
that the decline in prices in shell-lac-and the other’
articles alluded to by Mr.: Ernsthausen had taken
place. " The tariff had: however even ' more than
its. ovdinary turn of threc years; and he" thon"ht

“no difficulty would be raised by - Government to a
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revision of i(/a,myl he ‘promised. that. the subject
should have the attention of the Committee:,;;
_The motion to adoptithe répoxt was then ca,lued
. unammously
. The, Chairman, said, that tlxe only other Te-
lar, bu for them was the: electum of @

melcm Todies in Englfmd a,nd t.hroughout Dmope,
they, had . Theard of, the assassination of . the Pre-

sident., of the: United ,States . of - .America, and -

the dctestatlon with, whlch they regaided that-
erime, Grea,t s the lossrof this ‘eminent man
undoubnedly was Nogth,. he. believed it
was even & greater loss: to the South -for, had

eenrso conmhatory and; 80 .;
the ,,solutlon of ma.ny 1mport=m{.

ated He would propose .
he, \ms about, 6 read be.

%tmte Dep"u (:ment o Wislungton., and that ‘L copy

R & 1

‘oe also’ f'm\vmded to the New Yoz]\ Ohambel ‘of
Commcrce "j» o

tion :—

assassmatwan ‘thé late M7’ Tinco
ihe' Uitited Steites of “Amerita s il deep /771]9(;t7u/
dhick 'thiéy fédl foitihie ‘Béople of Mt ount Al
the' gredit’ viational -éalamity ishich
brought' upon” them s dmd thcu “edimi ;
the war,: from which i verelly,
may soon be Zwought o' close, cmd be' followed
peaoe, Zastmq cmd P

My Elcla zdge s'ud‘ that the
Ameuczms “at” the”
of “their, chiics wa not~alittle ‘mitigated by such
gcnerous expre sions” o fell6iv-£oel §

: notmthstandmg Uhle ' et
pom‘l y hemﬁ ~birnings” and passing ‘collisions thit

. Tiad corie betweeu Tiigiand' snd the Umted




: ‘"ume 6 e fwar, e mo mationg”,
i '\Lt'lhndly fogether:’ The ex=
A ) ichhad justbeen adoptedy:
ittt vsometling towar -
':md ‘hil Lo‘limmonisc two

peoy WRWIRRE
caust'BF{r"ﬂ'é Witk aiid JL fwhd w1t.h no’
} 'fpuﬁd’ Lngl:md‘ talgo;

of 'the
and prospero
U 1

"‘quotul the remark
pecch
ot fhc suchct ol Ml

t’oﬁic “6f'Joct
/ f-ho’lidaj/.

hevmg ot ¢
“da 1wht to "l md\ﬂfrcncc'i' He secolléstod

merchants upon. it
siderable majority,on,l
t]w.t as ,cxamplc W

A Z’/{a;Chaﬁ'mzmn 5
day. was. open

land swas: estab]mhed
the mail day:. ])01,0‘,
byithe Bombay, merchar
(LW for closing t])e mails

Clllcll%

o?‘v
Biid

mails
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* business purposes: NaﬁvesfomldtheSundmyholy N

day-enough: {or: them, and:Europeans ‘couldialivays

“getiit foridlies \nskma if they Wanted a sparé hour

to'be ﬁen at all it shoul& be adopted by the mel-"

cantile community unammously o

T]LB Howble Mr. Cowie then moved: the, follow- '

ing resolution 4 Thtt i the opinion of U the. C’/Lam—

~ Der of € Commeice a;S’atm day half-holiday tnall mer-
‘ cannlc oﬁices 1§ lnghly desirable, cmd its aclo_ptwn

is recommended, in-all-cases where practicable.”.

- . Theresolution was seconded by the. Chairman and”
carried, with only the dlssentlent voice of M1 Aben< )

droth.

M Abendroih \VlSlled to call the attention of

the meeting to the " unsatlsf'wt(uy \vmkmg of that
portion ‘of the. Custom’s Act which had reference

to the landing " of goods at ‘the Custom” House

within fifteen ' days after a ship’s entry he spoke at
some " length* upon the inconveniences importers
were subject to'in liaying to'send mcossantly for

their consigniments w1thout Uettlng them, and the,

arbitrary action of the cmptam in senduw goods

to-the Custom Touse if no’ ohe \vas n attendance to’

receive them, thougli‘they hiad béen repéatedly’ ap-
plied for dmmw the fifteen days ‘dlowed by the Acct.

’ ‘wetld take up' the question ’
. could ¢ ‘applied-to: th grievdnces ‘of hich lie

15
e considered; the ples‘ént system.;very faulty;

and hoped- the subject-iwould receive. the: consider-
ation tos whichhe: thought -t~ was. wellientitled:

“The' ‘Chaitrman - rephed thatif Mr7Abgidioth

would submit his views in wutmg, the ' Comniittee
‘and® see vwhat remédy

com lalned

thanl;é ’to the, Pmmdcnt ;md Comiﬁlttée {or: then
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" services during the past half year, which was car-

ried by acclamation. X

Thanks were voted to the Chair; and. the mcet-
ing broke up: ) .
H. W. 1. WOOD,

Secretary.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF GOMMERGE. -

Reeorr . or e CoayurTer For tnE HALP-YEAR
ExpED, 30TH, APRIL 1865.

The Committee. have the pleasure to submit
their report ‘on the subjects  which have come
under their consideration during  the last half-
yCZLl‘.

Extension of time for loading and unloading shipg’.

cargoes without charge, for Customs’ Officers.

APPENDIX &

The action of the Chamber in this matter wag
{ully stated in your Committee’s last report. The -
question had then been left for the consideration
of the Government of Bengal, and since then a
correspondence, which has already been published,
and will be found in.the Appendix, has taken
place, in which the Committee have endeavoured,
but without success, tosatisfly the Licut.-Governor
that the time prescribed: by- the Customs Act is
not reasonably sufficient to.enable a vessel to escape
the penalty which . attaches to a longer period
than that allowed. = Tt was submitted that the
true. test of the rcasonablencss of the Clam-
A
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her's -request for extension -of {ime was the
number of vessels which during the last year had
under- the . existing rules been brought on de-

murrage : this proportion was stated. by ~the .

“ Collector at 221 per cent ; and it appeared to the

Committee that if two out of every nine vessels.

arriving during the year incurred this demurrage
charge, the reasonable inference was that the time
now allowed was not fairly sufficient.

The Board of Revenue however repeated flieir

opinion that the existing practice of the Custom

THouse on this point should be continued, but that
when the special circumstances of any case required
that an extension of time should be given beyond
that specified in the Customs Act, special applica-
tion could -be made to the Collector, who would

doubtless be always ready to grant such relief as :

Was necessary. : :

PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS’ DUTIES BY BANK
. CHEQUES. .

APPENDIX . B.

The Appendix contains correspondence between.

the Board of Revenue and the Chamber relative’

to the payment of Customs Dutics by cheques.

The Committee’s opinion having been requested

as to the practicability of introducing that system,
the Board were informed that the plan would be

. bofore.
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. aftended with much' convenience ‘to merchants,

and that.it would be: advantagcous alike to them
and to the department of Customs ; and the fol-
Jlowing suggestions were submitted for the Board’s
approval :— - :

1.—That payment in cash be '(v)ptibnal as ‘]lere;

2.—That cheques'on all the local Banks ten-

dered in payment of duty should be reccived,
provided they bore an enfacement by which they
were made payable at the Bank of Bengal to
credit of the Customs’ account.

3.—That such enfacement should ‘be ‘made by

~means of a stamp, prepared’ and issued by the
Board if necessary, the enfacement being verified. -

by the manager or other officer of the Bank
drawn upon, and the amount. of the cheque’

“.passed to the drawer’s debit,—such enfacement

would be in effect an acceptance of ‘the cheque
made payable at the Bank of Bengal; and as all

the other Banks have deposit accounts there, the
cheque would be at once passed and the ' amount -

credited to Glovernment.

This suggestion has been approved of, and by a
recent notification the Collector has intimated his »
readiness to receive chcqﬁcs so drawn and veri-
fied in payment of customs’ dues; - )
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STAMPS ON BONDS FOR UUSTOMS DUTY:

"This subjéct was referred to'in your Comm%ttee’s
list report ;. and they have now the satisfaction to
state that, recognising the j ustice of their represen-
tations, the Government intend reducing the .ad
walorem duty now levied to a n_loderate fixed dp'ty.
Act XVITI. of 1865 was passed to confer power on
the Executive Government to make this reduction,
and a notification of the reduction may now be
fmmediately looked for. On a cognite subject to
which reference as ‘also made in .the last re-
port, viz. . o

STAMPS ON BILLS OF SALE FOR TRANSFER OF

SHIP PROPERTY IN INDIA,

APPENDIX C. !

the Advocate General” Tas givén "an  opinion
that such transfers are liable to stamp duty under
ActX. of 1862 of the Governmént of India—not-
withstanding the provisions of the (Imperial) Mer-
chant Shipping Act, which (Section IX) enacts that
such transfers shall be fice from stamp duty in any
part of Her Majesty’s ‘dominions—on the ground
that the legislative powers of the Governor-Ge-
neral’s Council extend to the repeal of any past Act
of Parliament with certain specified exceptions, and
that Secction IX. of the Merchant Shpping Act is

impliedly repealed by the local Act, inasmuch as - . increasing the probability of the whole tier break-
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shipping property is not included amongst the
exemptions in the schedule of that Act.

MOORINGS OF THE PORT.

The Comittee appointed by the Govvcrnmeiﬂ:
of Bengal to report on the moorings of the port
affer the cyclone, and on the expediency of sub-
stituting screw moorings for those heretofore in
use—to which allusion wasmade in the President’s
address at the last halfyearly meeting—have pre-
sented their report. They found that although
in many cases'the cause of vessels breaking adrift

. was traceable to defective or insufficient tackle

and appliances. of the vessels tliemselves, : yet
that generally ‘there ‘was a failure of the Govern-
ment moorings also:. that the anchors used,
though of great weight, were insufficient for the
vessels of large class now frequenting ‘this port,
and that parts of the mooring tackle, though of
great massiveness and apparent strength, were ill-
caleulated to bear the excessive strain to which in

. ‘such times they are subjected. Tlhgy expressed also

an opinion. that the ‘mode in which the moorings
were laid was defective, inasmuch as every vessel
in a tier was more or less dependent on the
others : so that in the event of one vessel hreak-
ing advift an accumulated- strain was’ brought
upon the moorings of the others, thereby greatly

ing adrift together.. They recommended that the
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~whole: of ‘the -n‘morings shotld be e-laid with
serew moorings, the experience of ohh.e;ﬂ: ports
ha.ving demonstrated the ' great supenol‘lty' of
holding power of: the screw.over-anchor moorings
of . whatever weight. - They: also recommended,
as’ the mooring accommodation.of “thé port vas

insufficient, - and as. some ; vessels - must. conse-:

" quently lie in. the stream;:that screw swinging
moorings be laid down. in’the stream- at which
vesselsiwould at any rate be safer. than ' at their
own anchors., They recommended further that
an anchor-boat propelled by steam and having
steam appliances for raising anchors should be

* supplied for the use of the port. ‘ ‘

. These recommendations have received the ap-
kpro’yal of. the Government of Bengal.” Iifty sets
of :serew. moorings are - daily expected -and a fur-
ther  supply will, follow : a ‘gentleman. deputed,
by the licensee of the patent: has already ‘arrived
to-superintend . their -laying. down. - The number
of moorings: now -existing 15100, and the Marine
authorities ;‘hope“i;h:mt the:full: number of moor-

. ings for which space can be found: witliin: the

“port will shortly again he available:

. IMPROVEMENT TN VESSELS FITTINGS.

APPENDIX D’

In comection with this subject the Govern-
ment of Bengal forwarded for the consideration of
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the Committee a sug‘gestién from. the Master At-
‘tendant that vessels trading to this port should be

fitted with four hawse pipes forward, instead - of
two. © This has also been recommended by the

" |‘Committee on moorings who suggested: further

that pipes be fitted aft for stern moorings: * These
recommendations the Committee forwarded to the
Secretary to the Committee of Lloyd’s in London,

- with a request-that he would make them known
in-those quarteérs where the uggestion is likely to

be-acted upon.
- METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.
| APPENDIX T :

At the last half-yearly ‘meeting of ‘the* Gham-

ber the Committee’s consideration’ was promised

to the imperfect system under which 1M, eteorolo-,
gical Observatiohs were taken and recorded at the

office of the Surveyor General’ The Govern: .

ment of. India was accordingly addressed on the

- subject ; the Committes pointing “out what ap-

peared to ‘them . defective in. the: plan’ hitherto
adopted, and recommending the establishment of
Obsexvatories at convenient points t6 the east. and
west of the approach to the Hooghly, furnished
with “the ‘most improved instruments for, indi-
cating .- meteorological changes, and placed in-
chaxge of persons qualified to record those indica-
tons with accuracy and intelligence. '
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The repor b of Hzesc subordinate establishments
would enable the Central Observatory in Caleatta :
t6 deduce forccasts of the weather, - the prompt.
publication of which for general information wold
give timely waring to the shipping- and plcp'we
it against any approaching change. .

Tf these recommendations were adopted, the
local pmctlce would elosely assimilate to the .plan
carried out by the Board of Trade in England,
where it is the means, as is well known, of eﬂ’ept~
ing every year an enormous, saving of life and.
property. - /

A Committee has been 'Lppomtcd by Govern-

ment to consider a,ndlepmt how these O])JOC'Cb can,
be best attained. '

REPORT OF THE RAILWAY, BRIDGE, AND WET -
DOCKS COMMITTEE. ;

API’E\IDI\ I‘

Tn December last your Comlmttee were re-
duested by the Government of India to nommqtu
three Members to serve on a Committee, which
was about to be appointed, to consider the ques-
tion of forming a junction .of the East Indian -
and Eastern Bengal Railways by a bridge across
“the Hoofrhly, and it was intimated thab the
Committee would also be dnectcd to give their
attention to ‘the many other (,omldcmtl(ms con-'
nccted with the convenicnee of the. lnde and’
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shipping of thé port-which this question involved. |
- The report'of theCommittee is printed in extenso .

‘in-the “appendix and it will be sufficient, ‘there-

« fore, here to say that as regards the budgethe Com-
mittee recommended that it ‘should be construct-
ed at-the nearest point. to Caleutta where such a
structure ‘would be safe from risk of i injury by
ships breaking adrift from their’ moorings,—which
would determine- the site about two riles above
Cossipore Foundry ; and as régards‘the junction
of the two' railways, théy recommended that the

"central terminal station should be at Sealdah,

the present terininus of thé Fastern - ‘Bengal line,

from’ whence the traffic’ could - conveniently be
taken up and brought mtn the town by a metro-
politan line. - :

ADDITIONAL FACILITIES FOR DISGHARGING

AND I.ANDING CARGO.

The - Committee reported that such facilities
were urgently needed, and they recommended
that immediate measures be taken for the con-
struction of jetties with suitable ]andmg sheds
and. ware-houses on that portion . of the river
Bank which lies between the  Bankshall and Ax-
menian Ghauts. Further that the _construction
and m’magement of these works should be un-
dertaken by a Tmst constituted under an Act of
the Legislative Council of the Lieutenant- Governor,
and that on the completion of the works ¢ a modlﬁ-

B
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cation of the Consolidated Customs- Act be made,

by which masters of vessels shall be empowered
to Jand all cargo, not clalmed by consignees, within
three days after the entry of vessels inwards, or

wluch, having been claimed, - shall nob have been ‘

removed with all due diligence.
. WET DOCES.
On the questlon of Web Docks the Comnuttee

reported that though there was no general con-
viction that such works were. absolutely. essential,

“yet that it~ seemed to be admitted almost with-

out exceptwn that they would gleatly add to ‘the
convenience of theport if constructed ; that. the
solution of ; the question whether they “were es-

_ sential must depend on the number of vessels E
remaining in port at any one time; and that -

the -effect of the construction of jetties as
proposed. by them and of the development
of Port Canning must be a\vqited before any

decisive reply can be. given. " They consider-

ed however that the expansmn of the " trade .
during the last few years led to thc conclusion that .

all possible: aids would soon be' required, and
that therefore the Govemment would do_well .to

glve all 1easonable facilities, short of direct pecu-’
niary aid ‘or. guarantee of interest, to_every well .
considered scheme for the construction of thesc or

other works of improvement.

,(fertamty on this head should cease.
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On the whole, though no pxactlcal action has
yet been taken on’ this"report, your': Committee
venture to.hope that somie real advanée has at last
been made towards the' realizations of those im-
provements ‘of the port for the convenience of
trade and shipping, “the necessity -of which has
so ‘long .been felt. ‘Jetties will' of - course. af-
ford less perfect facilities than would be afford-
ed’ by a wharf wall, but whilst the latter,
if feasible at all "as an en’gineerincr work,
must of necessity be very costly and occupy a
considerable time in construction, there 'is no.
doubt about the perfect feasibility of jetties and

that they can be laid down speedily ‘and” at mo-

derate cost : and as regards wet docks, though
at first sight the recommendation of the Com-
mittee that no direct ; pecuniary aid o1’ guma,ntee
of interest on capital be given by the ‘Govern-
ment may appear to discourage such underCa]{ingS,
yet practically your Committee believe the effect is
likely %o be otherwise. - Hitherto all the projects
brought forward have been based: on’ assumed
concessions by the Government of land or money,
and as no decision on this head could be obtained
these: prdjects have never passed- beyond, the
mltlatoxy stage It is an advantage that-all un-
Projectors

must now examine the scheme on its own merits ;
and if it should still appear, as your Committee -
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believe, it will, that as a commercial undertaking
wet - docks are as likely to prove at least. as .re-
munerative in this as in other ports where such
works have been constructed, -there is more hope
of the- enterprise being actually carried out now
than when its realisation was made dependent
‘on concessions which if not obtained caused a
miscarriage of the whole project.

RIVER TRUST.

A dvaft bill to constitute, such trust was sent
up by the Bridge Committee with their report,
and it may be expected that this subject will be
brought before the Bengal Council early in”the
ensuing session. The bill proposes to give the
Trustees jurisdiction over:that portion  of the
river bank only which lies within the boundaries
of the port, and is consequently a: much more
limited measure than was ‘suggested t\{ro yeais
ago by the Government of ‘India and at' that
time approved by the Chambeér. If however the

experiment is found to ‘work successfully the”

powers of the trustees can hercafter be ex-
tended. i

'{.‘HE BURNING OF THE “ LINCOLNSHIRE ” V

The frequency of fires in port during the last
L“.,O years, and- special circumstances connected
with the burning of this vessel in dock, causing a
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* suspicion that the fire was not accidental, an en-

quiry thereon was undertaken by the magistrate
of Howrah under the orders of the Government
of Bengal.. The conclusion.at which the magis-
{rate arrived was that the vessel was wilfully- des-
troyed, and that there were grave grounds of sus-
picion that her destruction was the act of some’ one
or.other of her own ‘company. ' At the suggestion
of the Committee, this report was laid on the
editors’ table' with a view to publication for
general information, and was. subsequently pub-
lished and commented upon by the local journals.

THE MUTLAH.

APPENDIX G.
In the appendix will be found copy of a. reply
which your Committee received from the Govern-

ment of India to the recommendation they made
in September last, that financial assistance should

be given by the Government towards the -con-

struction of the necessary public works of drain-

‘age, &ec., at Port Canning. The ‘Goverfiment

stated that, having regard to the successful forma-
tion of the Port Canning Land Investment Re-
clamation and Dock Company, all that those
interested in the port could desire seemed likely

.to be accomplished without the aid of Govern-

ment ; a conclusion to the discussions on this sub-
Ject, it was added, which they tiusted would be as
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satisfactory to-the Chamber.as it was_to the. Go-
vernment of 1ndn, avhich had consistently desired
to:see the development of Port’ Canning eﬁ'ected
by pnvate entmpnse i N

In the appendix a correspondence with: Go-
vernment is printed regarding the appraising and
passing of goods at Port - Canning and the pay-
ment there of customs’ duties on imports-and ex-
ports. The Government express their readiness
to make the necessary addition' to the customs’
staff when such addition becomes necessary for the
interest and convenience of those “landing or
shipping goods at the new port.

In the appendix will also be found a corres-
pondence regarding the establishmient of a line
of telegraph between Port Canning and Halliday
Island, which the Port Canning Company: had
requested might be undertaken : on reference being
made to them by the Government of 'Benga,l,
your Committee supported this recommendation
on the grounds set forth in their reply.

THE BUDGET.

APPENDIX 1L

The annual financial statement was. made in
the - Governor-General’s Council ‘on _the 1st
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April.  Tts most prominent features were the -
ibatement of - the incomie. tax from™ the -31st
July ‘next, the imposition . of export -duties
on jute, Wool," tea, coffee, hides, “sugar, and
silk, and the announcement of a loan for new
military and irrigation works of. £1, 200,000 to be
raised in England.- Inclusive of: this loan, but
exclusive -of the new duties estimated to yield
£330,000; the estimated revenue of the current
year:is £47;688,760, and the estimated expendi-
ture.£47,186,930, showing a surplus of , £501,830.
The results of the financial year 1864-65 have
been less. favorable than were calculated on. The
estimates showed a surplus of £823,2 288, but the
vesults show a deficit of £344,143, the two sums
aggregating £1,167,431. - This unfavorable result
is‘mainly traceable to a decrease of receipts and
anincrease- of -expenditure ;under 'the head of
opium, and an increase of military. expenditure.
The more stable sources.of revenuc—such as land,
customs, -salt; abkarree: and stamps—have been
fully as productive:as were anticipated.

THE NEW TAXES ON EXPORTS.
APPENDIX - T.
Deeming it necessary that the duties on exports
should not pass without protest from the com-

mercial community, your Committee convened
a meeting to consider the subject on the 5th April.
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At that meeting it was resolved to_pelition the
Governor-General - to withold his assent to the hill

imposing the new duties. © A memorial framed |

on this resolution was presented by a deputa-
“tion" which waited on His Excellency on :the
9th idem, . but met - with no success ; ’His
Excellency stating the inability of the Government
to forego any portion of the financial provision
of the current year. These duties have met with
universal condemnation in England on the same
grounds as were urged in the petition above

adverted to, and telegrams since received announce

. that the Secretary .of State in Council has
adopted the extreme measure of disallowing tliem
and directing their immediate repeal.

' ABOLITION OF EXPORT DUTIES.

On receiving the unfavorable reply above ad-
verted “to from -His Excellency the * Governor
General, your Committee deeming it desirable
that public opinion in England should be brought
to bear on the Government of Tndia on this ques-
tion, as well to prevent further legislation of a
like character, as also to procure the early repeal
of the most obnoxious of these duties, forwarded
copies of their memorial to all the important
Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom,
and also to numerous members . of hoth Housos of
Parliament, requesting that their influence might

be used in. opposition to legislation of so retro-
gressive a character in this country. = Although
the prompt action of the Secretary of State has
rendered aily agitation on the question of these
particular duties unnecessary, your Committee
believe that the circulation of this memorial in in-
fluential quarters in England may still be pro-
ductive of good, by attracting attention to the
whole subject of export duties in ‘this country,
and paving the way for their total abolition af
no distant date. '

REDUCTION OF THE DUTY ON SALTPEIRE.

The export duty on this article was reduced
from two rupees to one rupee per maund on the 9th
March. Itis to be feared that this reduction has
come too late to repair the injury which the trade
has sustained through the ill-judged retention of
the duty, after it had become clear that the pro-'

" duction of -a substitute was being encouraged

which competed. with Bengal saltpetre in the
markets of Europe. The artificial saltpetre is
said to be now produced at a lower price than
Bengal saltpetre was ordinarily sold at in the
English market before the great rise which took
place at the timeof the Russian war. To meet,
this competition the export should be wholly free,

" as the Chamber has long recommended.
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ALLOWANGE F\)R WASTAGE O‘N SALT IN BOND
" APPENDTX J.

“=This S\lbject Was 1efeued to in youl Comg

Inittee’s: last reportysand: further: papers: aelating
thereto'will be fourid in the appendix, O wing to: the
representations-of sthe ¢ Chamber.a -Committee, of
Enquiry was appointed: by the Govérnment:; of
Bengal, consisting of three members—two official
and one mercantile. This Committee reported
wnanimously in favor of the principle contended for
by the Chamber, viz : that salt war ehoused in pri-
vate golahs,.. should as regards wastage allow-
ance, be phced on the same foohmw as sq
110\15(,(1 in the Government golahs, and Py duty
only on the quantity actually delivercd for con-
sumption. The Board of Revenue, ho\vevex,”p
whom tlu\ report was_referred by the Govem—
ment of Bengal, oppose any change i the emstmg
pmchce ;. and the Government of Bengml adopt-
ing the Board’s views decline to . carry out the
Committee’s mcommendatlon Your Commlttee
consider this . .decision” not _only umust to the
_bondels salt, but nnpolmc also in the mtelest
thu geneml community, as teudlng to dls—
coumcre what, onthe contrary, it is very d m.ble
should be encouraged, now that the reserve of
Guvel nment salf is o be sold —tho lu,epmo up of
a stod\ of this nccessmy ;\ltlcl(‘ § a8 to pleve‘nt

\V?LI e~ .

. mittee  communicated ‘with the "Agent “for
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violent and injurious fluctuations of price. - They
recommend therefore , the. continued agitation of

* this question, and that ultlma,tel}, should*

further:-appeal to the Government : of- Bengal
prove sineffectual, - the: co-operation of:" the- salt
interest in England be invited towards: obtaining;
through ‘the Home Government, a-settlement..of
this question on an equitable basis. o

. OBSTRUCTION TO TRAFFIC ON THE EAS
. INDIAN RAILWAY.

APPENDIX K.

“The 4 inconvenience and dwm:me suﬁe {
tive merchants and others in consequenc of the
stoppage of traffic on the East Indl:m Ral
having been brought to their notice, yom

Ra,dwa,y Company and Wlth the Gove et

1emoved and provision made fora bettel m'm'lb -
ment for the future. They Were of oplmon
the single line was totally madequate b
quirements’ of an enormously inereasing affic,
which could ‘only be satisfied by ‘doublifiy’ ne
the entire lencrth of thé railway, and by havmg
an ample supply of 1ollnw stock.

The result of the Commlttees 1ep1esentat10n
ha'; been so_ far sa.tlsfactmy as to. have duected
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t.he immediate- conﬂ.xderatwn of the:Government

tor the onecessity: for: venergetic: :actiontyin . _the
maften.?)rfirhe;Sup1eme Govemmeut,sanctwncd_‘an
expenditure-off! £100;000:for; doubling the: line for
abouit soventy; miles: fromi; Luckeéseerai -upwards,
and: the Govetnor:Gleneral in:Council declared ythat
in:his-opiniori:the time had arrived .avhen, arrange-
mcnts‘,-;should be made;i-for. fdo‘ub]ingi,the,; dine
throughout:«.as far ;ras the Jumnayfi
H.; M. Secretary:of State «for.: Indiai:
addressed: to-that: effect.

N

ommlt g6’ ha,s fm‘:'

Eration Whidh "Ras "Beert eﬂ'eb‘t i the

Vit Of - the “maly  Whe " 6nd  fhail §86n-

i
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veyéd through $o. much!iiore spee(li‘]y%hanf-the‘
othery 't thatwhilst! thetinterval ofisevenrs orreight
daiysinthearrival vof sthe »mailsitin: London: has
bebn presérved, “the closing dates here-haverbeen ,
materlally interfered:with:«Tor several months in
ar-thete s néw ansintervaloof ofrom vone to
twoidays only betwesn the dlosing ofithetwomails;
odcasionally they even'close: on the same'day;and
whenianother«day has been economised:in the

“land. transit to: Bombay, the anomaly: of. the’ pre-.

sent arrangements will beconie still:more glaring,
for lettmsldesp“mtched by that route on' the same

day, or even one day latu than ‘the mails § vid

Galle, will arrive in London a'week before these
Jatter. - Lo

- The.sole remedy for tlns defective arTangement

ds a. weekly mail sewie tluough Bombay and the

ab:mdonmont of | the long sea route vid, G
postal purposes ; and ‘this you) Commlttee ]xas
Qtrongly ulg d the Govemmento Indla to recom-
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considcmtign,u,Pr:xcﬁcally sthe, granting ;of that

at Galle of tl
dalcu’otu, t111

? >
et

to pay there was an increasing corre:

Soiditios on ok il for

would be made up, and that oxﬂy Tpeers hasled

for that paaket should be‘ ssent .

This sug-

S
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MEMBERS.

Messrs. Andrew Yule and Co. have been ad-
mitted into the Chamber, subject to confirmation ;
—and Messrs. Lewis, Bailey and Co. have rotired
from the Chamber.

FUNDS OF THE CHAMBER.

APPENDIX 0,

The half-yearly balance of the Funds of the
Chamber amounts to Rs. 5,491-11-3 in the Bank
of Bengal in addition to the reserve in Govern-
ment Securities of Rs. 10,000.

Joux N, BuLiey,

President.
Cavcurra, ?

30th April 1865. 5

0 APPENDIX A

.~E$ctensio£1: of time. for; loading and: unloading ships
" cargoes without charge for Customs Officers.

..No.123. .
Troat A FALLILS
J. GEOGIIEGAN, Tsa.,
Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
1o 1is. BENGAL, CHAMBER or' COMM
FERS ot Wiliam, the 1200 Tanuary 1865

Customs.

Sir,—With reference fo,- your, letter, dated. the 4th-October

Jast,* submitting the recommendation of the Chamber for a relaxa-
tion of Scctions 51 and 107 of Act VI. of 1863, the Consolidated
Customs Act; ‘T ain *directed t forward, for the information of the
* No. 1678, dated the Chamber,the accompanying copy of a réport*
22nd November 1864+ furnished by the Board of Revenue, and to say
that - the Licutenant-Governor concurs with the Bomrd and the
Collector of Customs that no sufficiont grounds are assigned for
asking the Legislature to alter the law. s _—

2. The report of the Collector of Customs shows clearly that,
in practice the period allowed: by law for discharging and loading
cargoes is sufficiont. If a vessel is not cleared within this period,
the delay is apparently cither for the convenionce or owing to
the ‘neglect of the ship’s agents and consignees, and it is but
roasonable that they should pay the extra cost for prevemtive
officers: entailed by their own act. The question was one which
was specially considered when the Act was licing diawn up, and
the periods allowed for loading and unloading were most cn\'chﬂly
fixed on full deliberation and after strict enquiries.

3. Under these - civcumstances , His Honor thinks that the

PR

@i the Chamber's tast RKeport,
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Chambet will admit that, in the face of ihe facts stabed by . the
Collector of Customs, this Government'is not in a position' to urge
on the G of India an dment of the law.
i T have the honor to be,
. Sir, -
Your most obedient servant,
J. GEOGHEGAN, y

Under-Seerctary to the Govermnent of Bengal.

From T. Bruce Lank, Esq., Junior Secretary to thie Board of Re-
" venue, Lower Provinces, to the. Secretary to the Government of

‘Bongal,—(No. 1678, dated the 22nd November 1864.)

Sir,—TI am directed to ¥eturn the original paper forwarded- with

+ From Gelleior of cus. Phe Under-Secretary’s Office Memoranidum,
foms, dited’ 121 Nove. No. 3510 of the 20th ultimo, and to sub-

’ mit the report* called for by the Licute-
uant-Governor.

2. Mr. Crawford, it will be seen, is of opinion that the pe-
riod of time allowed for discharging and loading cargoes under
Sections 51" and 117, Act VI of 1863, is sufficiont. for the pur-
pose, and shows very ‘clearly the ground on which Lis opinion is
-based. He deprecates' any alteration of the law in this Tespect,
at least until it has been some years longer in operation and has had
a fair trial, when the question might be re-opened if hccessary.

3. In the views of the Collector the Board thoroughly concur.
‘They think with him that the change in the law is certainly not so
urgently required as has heen represented by the Chamber of Com-

merce, and oven if the time specified in the Act were found often

insuflicient, (2 proposition which the Collector fably disproves,)
. the Gollector could, under the discrotion given to him, in any case
of ‘real necessity, extend the time to any period he pleased. To
im the application for further time should be made specially on
the facts of cach case as it occurs, and appeal from his orders could
always ‘be resorted to. Bt a chango in this law, so thorouglily
considered and so lalely passed, could only be recommended in
gases of absolute necossity, and
of remedy.

in the absence of all other power

it

4, The relurn of the: original enclosure is requested when no
Jonger required, !

From J. A, Crawroro, Esq., Collector of Customs, Calcutta, to
T. Brucs Lans, Ese, Junior Scerctary to the Board of Revenue,
- Lower Provinces,—(No. 444, dated the 12th November 1864.)

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receiptiof your docket:
Lotbor from Chamberof  NO. 1499, dated 26th October, forwarding

Commerce to Government T o e i
of Bengul, dated 4th Oto 107 Yeport the cortespondence notedin the

B bl mgmoo  smangin, .
the 20th idom. 2. T beg to roport in reply that the best
test of how far the concessions required by the Chamber of Com-
merce were called for or not appeared to me to liein the number of
ships which came under demurrage in the past official year 1863-64,
with the commencement of which the present Customsy Act (VI of
1863).came into force. .

3. To- ascertain this I.referred to the report of, the external
commerce of Bengal for the past year which is published by the
Board of Revenue, and at page 52 I found the returns of shipping
entered inwards and outwards. .

4. This statement shows the total number of entries (less native .
craft) to stand thus i |

Tntered inwards 1,136
Entered outwards 1,119

The mean ‘of these two numbers may fairly be taken as the total
en which the percentage of vessels liable to demurrage, during tho
year 1863-64 should e caleulated. '

.5, In this port it is not possible to show whether a vessel comes
on demurrage oi ‘its import or its export days, inasmuch as almost
every vessel must take in export cargo to trim itself before all imports

“cargo can be delivered out. - So that the practice hére is to allow

every vossel to enter outward on, application made to that cffect,
directly it has discharged so much import cargo as renders it necessary
that it should take-in some equivalent in tonnage as it discharges
the remainder. Were this concession not made, the vessel would
have to take in ballast as it put out import cargo, and put out ballast
as it taokin export cargo, « . ‘

——— e
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6. Against the mean of the numbers given in paragraph 4, »iz,
in round nurmbers 1,128, is tobe- set the number of vessels which
Decane liable to demurrage, which as in the year undér notice 256,
which gives a percontage of 2228, or a trifle over 22} per cent. This
percentage hardly scerms to call for the extension ‘of time which the
Committee of the Chamber have requested the Government to give
in liew of the time set down in Sections 51 and 117 of Act VI,
of 1863. :

7. 'The same percentage will not, T am certain, be maintained in
{he current year, for during 1863:64 o vessel coming up in ballast
was not-allowed any further period for unloading the ball
than the time ‘that might actually be taken for its discharge. So
that if a vesscl got clear of its ballast say in five days and com-
aenced to take export cargo on the sixth, it was considered as tlien
entering on its export days and came under demurrage at the end
of the fifteen days or other fixed period allowed under the section
according to its tonnage. Under the case put above a 600 ton ship
came under demurrage after the twenty-first day if it was longer than
that in completing its export cargo. ‘

8. Now, however, in consequence of a representation from one of
the leading firms, the whole period allowed for import and export
under Sections 51 and 117 is allowed whether the vessel be in ballast
or not. This change of practice will, of course, remove from the
current year's list many vessels which under the former practice
would have become liable to demurrage and will thus reduce the
percentage.

9. Arab ships and vessels owned Dby native owners cannot be
relieved of the presence of a Customs’ officer. It is utterly im-
possible to trust them in the slightest degree ; and under circum-
stances in-which Turopean vessels would have their’ officers re-called,
it is absolutely neccessary in this class of ‘ships to retain them on
Doard. These again swell the number of vessels incurring demur-

rage.

10. In the month of May of the current year T find that out of
ten vessels coming in with cargoes of salt, and salt and coal; two
vessels only excceded their time. The one was an Arab ship, the
other,. The Flora, of 814 tons, with 1,095 tons of salt, and she was
only three days over her time,  Whilst of the remainder the Zher-

st on board *

v

sonese, of 1,403 tons, with 1,642 tous of salt on board with sixty-
four days allowed by the Act, cleared in thirty-one working days;
and the Armada, of 1,858 tons, with 1,575} tons of salt, cleared oul
in ty days against cighty-two, to which she was entitled.

11 Taking the ships enteting in ballast in the same month and
clearing with cargo, I find of twenty-one vessels that four, ranging
from 687 to 1,406 tons, were over their time {rom fourtcen to cighteen
days, whilst seventeen, ranging from 375 to 1,444 tons, cleared . out
in periods varying from the time allowed by law to twenty-cight
days less. The IZ C. Kidston, 1,444 tous, cleared in forty-one days,
her time being sixty-four, and the drcker, 1,095 tons, cleared in
twenty-two days, her time by law being fifty.

12. Of vessels arriving with import and leaving with export
cargo, I find seventeen vessels, vanging from 313 to 1,623 tons,
within their time, and three, ranging from 691 to 1,147 tons, over
their time.  Of the latter one vessel was here a long while for sale
and can hardly be fairly included in the list. This was the Lleiades,
late ‘the Josiah Bradlee, and she was the largest of the three, 1,147
tons. Of the former the Jokn Cropper, 1,052 tons,. cleared in
twenty-six days less-than her time, and the Greyhound, 1,410 tons,
in ten days less, and the Startled Fawn, 1,164 tons, in thirty days
less than the time she might have taken.

13.  Of the ships entering with coal and leaving with cargo, one,
the Odin, 890 tons, was scven days over her time ; and three, tho
L. Olivier, 339, White Jacket, 1,847, and Glenlee, 884 tons, were from
thirty-six days less in the case of WWhite Jacket to sixteen in that
of the Z. Olivier. :

14. Tt must bo borno in mind too that the Act has been in foree
comparatively but a short time; in fact a period of time quite
insufficient for the purpose of arriving at a reliable opinion on the
necessity of the extension,

15, On the whole, therefore, I am of opinion that the movement in
this matter is somewhat premature. Nevertheless I should be sorry to
be understood as expressing a decided opinion that the time allowed by
law is sufficient, although my own impression is that this is the case.
T think, however, there is fair ground for presuming that this subject
was carefully discussed when Act VI. of 1863 was under delibgration,
and that some cogent reasons must have been urged for the altera-
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tion of the time ailowed for discharge and loading of cavgo, other-
wise the spirit of the old law would, as faras vegards this subject,
have been embodied in the present Act. The present graduated
seale is certainly a more. rational system to work upon than the
allowance under the old Acts, which put all vessels of 600 tons and
over on the same footing.

16. When the present Customs Act has been longer in operation,
say five years, and has had a fair trial, the question may be re-opened
if a case can be shown for so doing. Meanwhile I would deprecate
any alteration in the period of time allowed by Sections 51 and 117
of Act VL. of 1863. B

17. T shall mark this subject for particular notice in my next
annual reporb. : .

P. S.—The original enclosure is herewith returned.

(True Copy.)
THOMAS JONES,
Registrar, Bengal Sccrelarial.

The following correspondence is.in reply to the Chamber’s letler of

22nd Oct. 1864, which was given in the last Report :—

Trom T. Bruce Laxw, Ese., Junior Sceretary to the Board of Re-
venue, Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of
Bengal,—(No. 1806, dated the 14th December 1864.)

Sir,—In continuation of my letter No. 1678 of the 22nd

« Frém Collstor of Gus. U161MO, T am directed to submit the report®
:\T:.w‘}atcd 22nd ultimo.  called for by your Office Memorandum No.

3634, dated 27th October last, and to re-
turn the original correspondence forwarded therewith,

2. 'The Board have alveady in their report of the 22nd ultimo,
above alluded to, pointed out the power of the Collector to exercise
his disoretion in special cases in vogard to extending the poriod
allowed by law for loading and discharging cargo, and no further
interference appears to be called for. The recommendation of the
Collector, thercfore, that in the case of the particular vessels
referred to by the Chamber of Commerce, which have been damaged
by the late cyclone, the law should be relaxed, and the grounds
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upon which that recomme ndation is based, have the Board’s enlire
concurrence.

3. The Board also agree with the Collector in regard to the

ti of the preventive officers who superintended the

jettisoning of salt during the holidays. This cost might be defrayed
by Government, and ship-owners be relieved of the charge under
ated; but the
Board do not concur- in the proposal to treat the case of the Si: e
exceptionally. . They would admit that vessel to the same indul-
gence with the others.

4. 1 beg that the original enclosures may be returned when no
longer required.

the - exceptional circumstances in which it has origi

From J. A. Crawrorp, Esq., Collector of Customs, Caleutta, to the
i Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces,—No,

479, dated the 22nd November 1864.)

Str,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your en-
dorsement No. 1532 of 1st instant, with the correspondence to which
it gave cover, and which is now returned herewith.

2. I have the honor to report that in my opinion the clauses,
limiting the ' periods allowed for loading and unloading, should
in the case of the ships referred to in the letter of the Scerctary
to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce be relaxed.

3. The circumstances under which the request is preferred arc
very cxceptional—so exceptional that it is utterly impossible to
Iegislate so as to meet cases of the kind referred to. The simplest
way of meeting the question appears to me to be to allow all vesscls
which were affected by the cyclone of 5th October to be free of all
charges for proventive officers up to the date of their being in a
position to resume loading export cargo. Trom the date of their
commeneing loading export cargo I would enforce the commenco-
ment of the periods of filteen days allowed by Section 117 of the Act,
and, in the event of that period being excecded, that demurrage for
the service of preventive officers should then, and only then, accrue,

4. The charge to Government, will not be so heavy as

ay ab first

sight appear, for many vessels have become entitled to the withdrawal
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of the officer on boavd from the fact of their having ne-cargo on board,
and many will be entitled to the same privilege from the fact of List of Ships that jettisoned salt. afier the cucloae of the 5th October,
their being obliged to be laid up for repairs. Several vessels afloat, 1564,
on that day are now no longer in existence, whilst others again are
condemied and sold, some of which will have to be broken up. It

- i Amount of
Nayes or VESSE mes of Officers. Quantity. b

T
{
. " claims.

s hardly possible to estimate the cost which Goverument will have ‘ .
to hc‘m‘, Dut that cost being in their own immediate interests ought | Mds. S. C.| Bs. As. P.
not, in my opinion, to be so closely scrutinised as a charge on Go- Speedy.... 12,070 0 0| 132 0 O

anent iuary circumstances it should be. Tunoor Shak 610 0 0| 10 0 0
vernment as under ordinary circumstances it should be. Tstorn Belle 96,356 37 12| 210 0 O

5. As regards the jettisoning of salt, the chief part, if not whole, s }:mf E ; 25:263 2 3] 354 0 0

¢hich was performed in the holidays when the preventive officers Tetoria Bridge 1 Reynold: 3460 33 5 54 0 0
of which was performed ¥ Tadian " Fernandes (A Bl

were cntitled to extra remuneration, the question ¢oming up now as

L. N Cheshire . 4 Reed 1,500 0 0 25 0 0
a general one, regarding all the shipping in port so situated, assumes a Cama Fanily 10714 0 0 %6 0 0
ifferent aspect it did i oneor two isolated cases al- Romania ... 4180 0 01 36 0 0
different aspect to what it dld’ in the o e ubw S ‘ Tolton ter a20m 4 o] 199 0 o |
ready appealed to the Board. The charge is a heavy item to be borne _nnott Lylé ” Rigordy (Sﬂ“ till on board] 272 0 0 i :
Dy the ship when it is considerad that the salt has all been lost, i 5 Snelling . . . 1\;(2 (U . |
. i i iti ing i 3 . . 214 0 0 3
and that it forms a dead loss in addition to the injury sustained by ,F B e moe

the loss of the salt. Looking at this as a question affecting all the

salt ships, and nob as an isolated case in the interests of a single ship
or two, I think that, whilst the preventive officers should not lose
the extra fees which they have carned, and carned in a time of no Careorra ; l
R . . . Custom Housk,
little danger, the Government should relieve the ship-owners of the The 220 Nov. 1564 5
charge, and bear the cost itself.

Total Rs.......[1,907 0 0 '
|

J. A, CRAWFORD,

Collector of Cvstoms.

6. The total cost to be borne on this head amounts to rupecs No. 125,
1,907 as shewn in the particulars of the statementannexed to this Frox
lettor.

.o : J. GEOGHEGAN, Ese.,
7. There is but one case which, 1 think, should be treated ex- o e

ceptionally ; it is the case of the Simla, which jettisoned salt at"
Cossipore. Her agents are Lloyd's agents at this port, and they To
Thave taken on themsclves to repudiate the claim of the

Under-Secretary to the Goicrament of Beagal,

. preventive
officers who superintended the jettisoning, not on

any reasonable
grounds such as those put forward by the Chamber of Commerec,

but on the ground that the ship was at Cossipore out of the limils
of the port. Tt appears to me that the agents of a veseel who put
forward such a plea should be left, to make the best o
they themselves have assumed,
of Act VI, of 1863,

f the position
and be dealt with uuder Section 13

Tue JUNIOR SECRETARY 7o tne BOARD or REVENUE.

Fort William, the 12th January 18G5.
Customs. :

Sig,—I am directed to acknowledge the veceipt of your letter
No. 1806, dated the 14th ultimo, and in reply to state, for the in-
formation of the Board, that the Lieutenant-Governor approves of
their proposal.  The period allowed by law for loading and discharg-
ing cargo should be extended in the case of vessels damaged by the
cyelone, in the manner proposed by the Collector of Customs, and

b
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hat officer has authority to grant this cxtension under the pro-

\isions of - the Customs Act. . .
' 9. Tam toadd that the cost of placing preventive officers on
Board vessels which were compelled to jettison their salt on holi-
days, in consequence of the damage they suffered during the cyclone,
should also be borne as a special case Dby the Customs Department,

and not by the owners.
1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
J. GEOGHEGAN,

Uader-Secretary to the Government' of Bengal.

No. 126.

Copy forwarded for the information of the Bengal Chamber of
Commeree, With reforence to their Sccretary’s letter of the 22nd
October last. 1, GROGEEGAN,

Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

" Forr WinLiAM,
The 12th January 1865.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 20th January 1865.
J. GEOGHEGAN, Esq.,
. Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal. '
S1r,—1I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
12th instant, covering a letter from the Seeretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated 22nd November last, which annexes a report from
the Collector of Customs, dated 12th idem, on tho subject of the
reference made in my lettor of tho 4th October regarding an ex-
tension of time, free of charge for Preventive Officers under Scc-
tions 51 and 117 of the Clustoms Act VI, of 1863, for unloading and
loading vessels,

xi

2, Both in your letber under acknowledgment and that of the
Board of Revenue it is assumed that the Chamber ask for an al-
teration in the text of the law. This is- a mistake. The sections

‘of the Act above referred to vest n/uthority in the Collector to
, extend the time stated in these sections, and ‘the Chamber merely

asked that this power should be put into operation.

3. I am to point out that the arguments of the Collector do not
in fact meot the case stated in my letter of the 4th October. It
was there poihted out that whilst under the former law—Act XIV.
of 1836—a vessel of say 1,000 tons was allowed 30 working days for
discharging an inward, and 20 working days for loading an export
cargo, under the new law a vessel of the same size was allowed only
46 days in all for the same operations, and this when, by the im-
provementg which during the last 28 years had taken place in ship-
building, a vessel's carrying capacity in proportion to her tonnage
had greatly increasod. . It was also pointed out that the course of
business had very much altered during the last few years, especially
since the great development of the trade inwards in salt from Li-

sverpool, and of the export trade to Bombay and other edstern

ports, such alterations tending to increase, in alarge number of
cases, the time oceupied by ships in discharging and loading. It is
no reply to this I am directed to point out that exceptional cases
of despatch greatly within the time now allowed have taken place.

4. Tho true test of the reasouablencss of the Chawber's request
for cxtension of time is the- number of vessels which during the
last year have under the existing rules been brought on demurrage.
This proportion is stated in para. 6 of the Collector’s letter at
22] per cent. It appears to the Committee that if two out of
cvery nine vesscls arriving during the year incur this demurrage
charge the reasonable inforence is that the time now allowed is not
fairly sufficient.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
. W. I. WOoD,

Seeretary.
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B No. 915.

Frox

2 Ty HON'BLE A. EDEN,

Secrctary to the Gocernment of Bengal,

To

Tue SECY. ro HE BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Fore Willion, the 3rd March 1865.

Customs.

Str,—I “am directed, with xeference to your letter dated the 20th
Januavy Iast, to say that the Licutenant-Governor understands that
the Chamber do not now ask for any alteration of the law, but simply

that the' Collector shall cxercise the discretion given to him wnder
the Jaw to extend the period allowed to ships for londing and un-
loading, when he conside

that there is reason for so doing.

2, The Chamber do not specify any instance in which applica-
tion for extension of the period allowed for loading and unloading
vessels has been made and refused by the “Collector of Customs and
the Board of Revenue 5 the Government is uot, therefore, as the
case stands, in a position to say whether the Collector exercises the
disoretion given him in the matter wiscly o no. If the specific in-
stances on which their plaint is based are i to
Govermment, the Lieutenant-Governor will order a careful enquiry
into the merits of cach case.

3. lam to take this opportunity of forwarding, for the informa-
X 240, dated 1sth  tion of the Chamber, aveport* on the subject
Februy 1865 from the Board of Revenue.

T have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

A. IDEN,

Seeretary (o ths Governinony of Bengal.

Trom T. Bruct Laxe, Esq, Junior Sceretary to the Board of
Revenue, Lower Provinces, to the Junior Secretary to the Go-
vernment of Bengal,—(No. 240, dated the 18th February 1865.

Srr,—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your docket
No. 533, dated the 10th instant, forwarding, for the Board’s obscrva-
tions, a further representation from the Seeretary to the Chamber of
Commerce in respect of the period allowed by law for unloading and
loading vessels.

2. Inreply the Board desire ine to repeat their opinion that the
existing practice of the Custom House on this point should be
continued. When the special circumstances of any case require that
an extension of time should be given beyond that specified in the
Customs Act; speoial application can be made to the Collector, who
will doubtless be always ready to grant such relief as is necessary.
TFurther ah appeal from his order can always be made to the Board
if it is not cdnsidered satisfactory.

(Truc Copy.)
THOMAS JONES,

Registrar, Bengal Scorelarial,




APPENDIX B.

PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS’ DUTIES BY BANK

CHEQUES.
No. 1640.
Froy
T. BRUCE LANE, Esq.,
Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
To
Tae SECRETARY 10 THE BENGAL
CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
: Dated, Fort William, the 16th November 1864,
+ " Cusroxs. . ’
W. J. Allen,

ET. Trc\'or,] Esqrs.,

Stm,—I am di rward copi ¢ ¢
X . am dirceted bo‘fou:}::ld copies of the correspondence noted

* Offico Memo. No. in argin® i ropositi
o Smes Memo. Xo. s ho margin relative to a proposition for
vonment of Bengal, dated  TCCCIVING paymen
S e Dot o mtoms_ dues by
dence forwarded thore- cheques on the Bank of Bengal instead of
with, i ! .
dxﬁf‘ﬁfm‘"}(& gm\mt A in cash, (a plan which has recently been in-
e Bon ?.D- Toor.  troduced at the port of Bombay), and T am
ated 9th instant.. r )

‘ n to request that the Board may be favored
with an “eatly cxpression of the views of the Chamber of Com-

merce on the practicability of introducing the plan into Calcutta.
I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
T. BRUCE LA;\’.E,

Junior Seeretary.

XV

From E. 1. Lusmivatox, Esq., Secretary to the Government of In-
dia, Financial Department, to the Secretary to the Government
of Bengal,—(No. 2814, dated Simla, the 5th October 1864.)
Sir,—1 am directed to forward, herewith, an extract* from the

proceedings of the Government of Bombay
* Entry No. 80,268 & elating to a plan recently introduced in that

{::Zzzed‘ﬂ%:,\ﬁ'x‘;he Govern port of recciving payment of customs

E.‘ff?.}lf.'é?’u“f}\‘\.“g‘ﬁé‘: 9D dues by cheques on the Bank instead of in

cash, and to observe that it appears to the

Governor General in Council thab the arrangement might, with ad-

vantage, be adopted in Calcutta, subject to the safeguard of a per-

manent deposit of cash or Government paper provided for in the 4th
paragraph of Mr. Inverarity’s letter,

Eutract from the Preccedings of the Government of Bombay, in the
Revenue Department, No. 3035, dated the 10th August 1864.
TRead the following papers :—
Letter from George Inverarity, Esq. Commissioner of Customs,
Saltand Opium, to Government, No. 1808, dated 21st July 1864.
1t has been brought to my notice that the payment of Custom
House dues in Bombay by cheques upon the Bank of Bombay would
i to hants, while it would also

prove of imm
simplify the transactions of this department.

2. At present the merchants in many cascs when paying duty
have: to send their clerks with a cheque upon the Bank to draw the
amount, the latter being then sent to the Custom House, and return-
od in the evening to the Bank as a Custom House remittance.

3. T have ascertained from the Bank of Bombay that there are no
objections to the system of cheques being adopted, and copy of
the Officiating Deputy Sccrctarys letter is Therewith appended for
information. )

4. To prevent the possibility of the "Custom House suffering by
cheques being issued when the Bank has no assets to the eredit of
the party issuing the cheque, the privilege will only be accorded to
those merchants who may previously have lodged a' permanent de-
posit of cash or Government paper with the Custom House within
the amount of which only cheques will be received.
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5. The sauction .of Government is, thercfore, solicited to the
arrangement : it will be one step towards
v..?;i ‘r()"»’; ‘\1\11::3.‘ ":ccc:v'nh the Bank receiving all Custom “House dues
?Z?J;?E"&‘éiﬁﬁi?ﬁ;“f:‘m direct, as suggested in the letter from the

of the S5th June st Government of India marginally noted.
Letter from D. Roperrsox, fise., Officiating. Deputy Secretary to
the Bank of Bombay, to G. Ixverarity, Esq., Commissioner of

Custors, Salt and Opium,—(No. 2995, dated the 20th July

1864.)

In reply to your favor of the 19th instant, No. 1784, I have the
Tonor to inform you that there can be no. objection to cheques
drawn on this Bank being received as cash payments on account ofy
thie Custom House, and that receipts will be granted on the day on
which such payments are made,

ResorvrioN.—The ar

proposed is foned. *

No. 3597. .

Copy forwarded to the Board of Revenue for report, in communi-
cation With the Deputy Auditor and Accountant-General, Bengal, on
the practicability of introducing into Calcutta the plan  of recciving
Customws dues by cheques on the Bank of Bengal..

By order of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal,
S. C. BAYLEY,

Forr WinLid, } Junior Secy. o the Gort. of Bengal.
The 25th October 1664

No. 1709T.

Frox
J. L. LUSHINGTON, Esq.,
Deputy Audr. and Acctt, General, Bengal.
To

Tue SEQRETARY' To THE BOARD op
REVENUE, L, P,
Dated, Forl William, the 911, November 1864.
Sim,—In reply to the meworandwn from the LO'n(ls Office,
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No. 1562, dated 4th instant, Thave the honor’to report for'the -
information of Government  that the plan of receiving : Customs
dues by means’ of cheques on the: Bank of Bengal, as proposed by
the-Government of Bombay, is both practicable and convenient so fax’ .
as. Government is concerned.  With- a view, ho\vcver, to avoid the
inconvenience of making deposits, as suggested in_ the 'dth para~

graph of the said letter, I beg to propose that the cheques be paid

-into the Bank, and. the Bank’s receipt forwarded to the Colléctor

of Customs. If necessary, a special form-of receipt mlght be fur-
nished to the Bank for issue to the merchants.

2. . I further beg to suggest that the matter be lefcned fol the

opmmn of the Directors -of the Bank and the Chamber" of Com-~
merce, as the proposed plan is likely to entail additional duties
on the Bank, - and ‘may- not be bl to those 3 whe
have no account with the Bank of Bengal.

T _h:we the honor to be, &c.,
(Signed) -~ J. L. LUSHINGTON,
Deputy Auditor & Accountant General,’ Bengal
Boarp oF REVENUE,
Forr WiLLiax,
Tl 16th November 1864. .
: (True copies.) *
T. BRUCE LANE,

Junior Secretury.

. BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Calcutta, 25th November 1864,
T. BRUCE LANE, Tisq, *

Junior Secy. to the Board of Revene,
SIR,~The Committee of the Chamber .of Commerce direct me
toacknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1640 of the 16th in<
stant, and to state in reply that in their opinion the plan proposed
to’ be adopted of p'tymg Customs _ duties. by cheques would be at-
tended with id i to merchants g y, end
that "the introduction of the vystcm would be 1d\'mxbarreoux alike

¢
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“}o:the * ﬂcmxlmcnt of :Customis-and the i \mpm tors and exporters of
amh subjoct boduty. - 1 i

“The’ Comniittee: obsotve ho\v er ‘that. the 'LLLent\on ‘of the

Bnmd Tasbeen: diréeted to- the-receipt of dxequcs on the Banlk of

Bengil solely 5 and-it would appear fron. the correspondence appended;

1o the. Boart’s letter that-while the-prineiple:of ipayment by: cheques
is ‘advocated. by a]l thc .departments »to :which the subject has been:
yeferred, its oporal icted to-Ah ipt of: chey: os on , only
ont:\nL. : Lo i
* The (X ittee “have - carefully idered the quest n and
sulmnt the following recormnendations.:—
1st.—That it shall' be optmml Awith the mul\,lmut Lo pay.duf
cash as hitherto.
.2nd.~That cheques on all the local- Banks tex\dcxed An;payment uf

duties shall: be received as cash. payments, provided suck: cheques;are.

presented. with an ewfucement by whick ‘the cheque s. made. payable, at
the Bank of - Bengal:toicredit. of the Customs account,

3rdi~~That - the' ‘enfacement -of - such. cheques - shall be.mado by
stemps (issaed -if neeessary by -the Board' of Revenue) and verified
by, the signature or initials of the Bank officer who passes. the
cheque to debit of his. customer's account. The enfacement “would
appear in & fonn somc\\]nt similar Lo tlus —

. I’(U/H(;i(‘ al t/xc BanL of Bcngal
o Credit of Government Customs,

’ Rupees Two li\\ﬁdred,

'OR ’I‘]lL ORIEI‘TAL BANI\ CORI’ORATI .,

bl,qmztmc of

[RRETT ]’rmmg ijcr.‘

Such. dnfatériient ‘would be'in effect an o '\cccptnnce of the chcquc
and as all the-other Banks have deposit accounts with thie Dank o;'
Bengal, an acceptance made payable by any one of them at: the Bank
of Bengal would, by the Bunk of Bengal, be passed 4o debitiof, such

SXIx

Bank aiid t6-credit of the - Collestor iof Customs. *This plan. would :

afford complete security to the Gove & and render y
either a deposit as suggested: in- the fourth para: of ‘the- letter of the
Conimissioner® of Customs at Bombay, or the phn suggested in M

Lustington’s-Tetter of first paying cheques into the Bank of Bengal
aud ii prodicing: the Bank’streceipt to'the; Collector.as a Voucher
f6r passing the goods. Neither of these plans:would- practically . be
adopted” by merchants toan.extent which -would appreciably reduce
the amount of cash receipts at.the Custom House which it is assumed,

it is” ehiefly . the ‘object: of‘Government  to -cficet: by the plopos_e:l
alteration of system. If however the. plan. now suggested :by -the.
Committoe - s adopted, ithey have no:doubt that it will largely eflect

that -object, whilst it will be at thc same-time &, convenience to.the. .-
'L comivicréial community.

1ti$ necessary, T am in conclusion; to pomb oub L].mt the privilage

“'of piyitg by chequos, if it is to- be availed of to.any extent, should.

ot be confined to * cheques -on’ $hé Bank of Bengal, inasmuch as
large ‘numborof the uommcnnl ‘public keup their accounts - ab

othei Banlks."

T hiave éhc‘ hotiof bo i
g i ' s -

"\'uur most nbedicn‘t'sm-vanl,
WL LWooD, |

Secretary.

. CUSTOM . HOUSE: \'()TTT"ILT\TION.

The undcmgncd is authorised under. orders of, Government to
reeeive ‘in paymcnt of Custon’s ‘dués, cheques onaiy of the Bankss
in Calcutia, provided such cheques are made-payable on account of
« Custom’s ducs? ab-the Bank of \Bengal, and are accepled by the
managéior obhier authorised officer of: the Bank ‘on “which they ave:
drawn,-

Jo A CRAWFORD,

Pl : Collector of Customs.
Custon Housis, l ¥ t
Culewtrar, 1N th My 1865, )

ey




APPENDIX G
""Sta_mps.o‘n‘ Bills of ‘,Sa.lel ror‘ transfer
of ship property in India. -

{ . ) o100
Trox . : ;
L. II LL%HINGTON L'.sQ,
Semctm /tu the Gowmme;zt o/ Tndia;
Financial” Department,

" To

Tur SECRETARY or tnr BENGAL
- CHAMBER or COMMERQE,
Fort w;‘zzmh, the 13th Jamuwry 1865.
TFinancial Department. g
Sir,—With reforence to your letter of the 6th Soptembcx 1&%‘
raising the: question of the legality of requiring payment of. stamp
duty on bills of sale of ships in this port, I am directed” to ‘enclose,

for' the information of the Chamber, o copy “of thc Advocxtc Genbot-
al's opinion on the case.

. I have the honor to bc, ‘ RIS
; . Sir,
Your most obcﬂieﬁt servant, -
I. H. LUSHINGTON,
B ; Secretary to the Government, of India.

Copy of the above letter, and of the opinion, to the Gov er;lor of
the Straits Scttlements, in. veply to his Secretar ry’s letter, No. 25
. ol‘ the 26th October last.

¥ Published’in the Chamber's lait Repbrt,

‘xxi\

Datud 29th Decemhcl 1864
OPINION—BY T. H. COWIE Esa., Aduacaic - General,
" dort Williaan. "

T am of opinion that, unidcr Act X

of :salc of ships:
are liableto stamp. duty. “Tt-is- true a

*Act contains an-express providion with régaid'to dets or ordinances
yepealitig it in' whole o in part. ' But the Stamp’ Act of 1862 was
" passed Dy the Governor Goneral in' Council in virtue of the: fe-

gislative powers conferred by the Indian Council's' Act, " and
‘which powers cxtend to_the -repeal of ‘any past Act of Pai-
Tiament, \v;tlx certain sljeéiﬁed exceptions. The sole question there-
fore i is, whether the provisions of the Stamp Act are 111(_onsmtenb

with, or repugnant, to, the 9th section of the Merchant Slnppmg !
“Act. In the fist place, it is to be observed that that section

can, hardly be said ‘to' have ever had. any.operation within Her

* Majesty’s Indian territories, inasmuch as Dills of ‘sale of ‘ships;

like any* other conveyances, had always:. been admitted in  evi-
donce. by the. courts’in India, ‘though unstamped. But.suppos-
ing the section to lave' been. operative, it has been . impliedly

+ repealed by the’ Stamp. Act. That Act is. not a mere general

affirmative “Act; in the - schedule (which is to be. read’ as
pmt of the Acb) it gaes into particulars and expxcssly extends to

““insbruments of any kind or_description whatsoever exccuted for
the sale’ or transfer for consideration of any moveable pmperby )
These words dlone’ would; in my opinion, have operated to repeal
the exemption given by “Section' 9 of the Morchant Shipping’ Act.

" Bub the point is rendered still more élear by the circumstance that

the schedule to the Stamp Act is nob merely a. particular aﬂilma-

tive: but a particular negalive enactment,. ;and defines ot only |
what instruments’ shall be liable but ‘also what instruments sha[l\

not be liable to duty. The of the particular

b
negltwcs the existence of any c\ccpt t].lonc 50 c\plesscd

(True Copy)
‘ J. E. COOKE,

Assistant Secretary. to: the Government of India, ,
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! Tunior Séor y to the Government of Bengal,

To 1t 5 .
Tee SECRETARY 1o mue BENGAL
12 CHAMBER::or COMMERCE,
st e lort: William, the 13th I"cbnl,al;i/ 1865:
Marine,

Sir,—T am. directed to forward the: 'xccompa,nymg copy “of a
letter No. 316; dated the' 30th ultino, froim the Master Attendant,

suggesting - thab-every.ship that comes ‘to" this.port” shotild have

four hawse ‘holes, so that-incase’ of ‘a vessel breaking adiift:she
could dlways be prepared o let gora:second” anchory 'and T am’to
requiest that the Chamber will be so good as to favor e Lieuteénant
Governor with un expxcssmn of thioir olmuon on Captain’ Reddie’s
suggestmn. R b
" T have' the’ honior to Tie,
Sir, p
~Your:inost - obedient -servant,
Gl 8¢ BAYLEY,

Junior Seerciary to the Gover nment, of  Bengal.

Froxt Cartars” Jouy Gl mer, Mastcl At ll(]dll(, ta
tary to the Gevernment of Bcnn
January 1865:) .

the Score-
(No. 316, dated tho 30th

Sir,~Having referende to the great
in this port, by the eyclone, and the

" and ‘hope it will

damage done to the shipping
various remedics proposed o«

“prevent such in future, I'would suggest that His onor the Licute-

t-G call the of the Board of Trade to the

: “recessity of all. ships havirg fowr hawse holes, as at present the .

greater number of ships «,ommg’ Hers have.only two. Had ships,
four hawse holes-they could alw: ays Leep two anchors bent, so that
oblre; anchor and

probably bring up. A loca P
all ships in port to have two., 'mchoxs m-uly to let go in case of

breaking advift.
( True copy)

THOMAS, ONTS,
Ty ﬂmm Bengal Secrelariat.

L (‘x‘{mnnn OF COMMERCE,

8 Calbuttey 30d March 1865,

—=The Commltbee of the Chambm of Comme\ce d B me. o
acknowledge the receipt of your létter No.: 84b of the’13th-ultimo.

#They think the Master: Attendant an 11 one,

d- ibself to " the bl it i

of :the Board of Trade and be generally:adopted: .-, .. o s
' Ships would thus have greater security in case of bxea}ung adrift
from their moorings, and slnp owners wi ill no doubt approve of the
suggestion and-act upon it. .

The ~ Comuni would “also ¢ d . iron, pipes for ster:
moorings, which aro-usually. made fast'on deck and carried over or
under the taffrail, an insecure-and clumsy way of cainyil}g them out ;
stern hawse pipes for the chains would be an unprovcment

The Commiittee will place th in jon with  the
Committee : of Lloyds, London, with the
i ty to prtam Reddxe s sugveshox

,vie\v to givck all possible

T have Lhe honorto l;e, &c, sr
H, W, L.WOOD, --

Secretaiy,
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U APPENDIX B

' METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. |

"BEx

AL Cm\)lmy;fz or C’omzylmcif,,-
A Caleutta, 23rd J‘dmuir]/‘ 1865, .
COL, R, STRACHEY, ; e
. Secretary to the Government of India;
‘ Public Worls Department:.

Sim,~I ‘um desired by the Committee of the Chambor 6f ‘Com: -
merce to bring under the notice:of the Government of India the *

ineflicient system under which Meteorélogical obscrvations are taken
and recorded ot the' office’ of the Surveyor General, as is evidenced

Dy the published stat which d from “that depni'tmenﬁ
regarding the cylone of the 5th October. Vi
9

.2 Tt would appear from this report which was published in the
Guetleof Im‘lvin of.the 12th October 1864 that the readings of the Ba~
rometer from'2 r. 2. of the dth, and especially ‘thie“absence of the

usual diurnal tidal ebb and flood; indicated the approach of some un-

- usual ‘atmospheric disturbance,
veyed to’ the shipping,
the fury of the  hwwic
T3

But no warning of thiswas con+
which was consequently caught next day in
) ane in o state of total unpreparednéss.

It is not too much to say that had some system been in

operation wider which the shipping could haye been warned of the '

(l]"lpl‘OaCL\ of this gale in time to have sent down their light spars
nlnd yards, and o hive taken other precautions, the ‘amount of
 damage would hivé beeri far less dons;
' mmi have been far less considerable t].’mn was actually sus-

4. Experience has

roved: that Caleuita, from its sibuafs
- banks of . great L_idp alentta, from its situation-on the

s al viver at the
peculiarly. exposed 1o these  violent stor

intfzwuls, :md" it is therofore greatly to be desired that 'those means
w.}uch‘ modern science have made available should be . employed. to
give timely Warning of their approl\c] W osoentione

by in order that such precautions

XXV

may be taken both on: shore‘and’ afloat as circumstances swill admit
of. N :
5, With this view I am directed r

‘pectfullvy to request that His

TFxcellency in Cotncil will take into consideration the eéxpediency of

blish observatories ab places to the.éastward and
westward of the approaches to the IIpugh!y, fq!'nigherl with the most
; dicating meteorological changes, and'of

improved instruments for

» placing such observatorics in charge. of persons qualified to, recoid

their indications with accuracy and intelligence.

‘6. "These obsorvations, it is submitted, should bo itted
to the central observatory in Caleutta, and from them forecasts
of the weather deduced and published for gencral information, as is
now done in England by the Board of Trade through Admiral Fitzroy.
The. timely warnings which “are -thus conveyed to-tlic shipping ‘ab

. various points on the Englishi coast are, agis well known, the means

of annually effecting an cnormous saving of life and property.
7. It cannot be doubted that ‘similar results would :follow. here

whero storms are . moro -sudden and more violent, and where  con-

sequently the need of warning is greater. [
The Committee  therefore ' present this'subject for ‘the considera-
tion of His Excellency in_Council, not doubting that it will receive
ihe;attention which from its importance it appears - to merit.
: + T have, &e:, |
H. W..I-WQOD,

Seeretary.
\ No g8
Trom - ’ : : .
+ Tan SECRETARY 70°raE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,:
. ' . Punntc ‘Works DrpARTMENT,
To .

1I. W. I. WOOD, Esa,

Saérelm;r/, Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
! The, 27th January 1865,

Miseellancous.

S, —T am” directed to'inform you that your letter: dated. the
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esting the adt;ption'of improved ‘medns , for

23rd J;mu:u'y 186')’ qugg ansferred to the.

vecording meteoroioglcnl obsewmhons, has been tr
'\hh!«uy Depattment for oldcrs ! ‘; A - , 5

A PkP E‘ND IX F.

REPORT OF THE RAILWAY, BRIDGE, AND WET
. DOCES, GOMMITTEE

Report.of the Comitico appointed 1o considler and report on the juné-
, tion of the Fast. Indian leway with the Bastern Bengal Railway
by« bridge over the Hooglily ;01 the formation of wet docks ; and
on other maters conmeoted wil the: convenienco,of th trads al
Hippin of Caleutta.

’l'he first questibn that calls for consideration is :—~how to deal
with the “terminal station of Bast Indian Railway ; shall it re-

“mmain at Howrah, or shall the Railway be brought across the

Hooghly by a bridge, and a terminus be formed in Calcutta.

2. The Committeo has no difficulty in .adopting the conclusion
that the Tast Indian Railway should: have its termints, both for
passengers and goods, brought to Caleutta, and that a bridge over
the Hooghly should be constructed. This’ arrangement scems de-

. sirable both in the intercst of the Railway Company and of the '

public.. The inconvenience -of the . pra
wmore especially for goods, is very great : the construction of a Rail-
Avay bridge to give direct communication between the East Indian
Railway and the Rastern Bengal and Caleutta ind: South-Eas.
torn Railways is of great importane.

ent- terminus at Howrah,

' 3. "The Railway bridge will ‘be best placed ab {he: noarest pom(.

to Caleutta ‘at which such a structure wonld bs safé from xisk of
‘ships - brenking loose from their, moorings in the’ Iooghly. This,
from the- evidence given, will determine the site for the bridge,
about two miles above Cossipore Foundry,

4. By bringing the bridge as noar to Caloutta as possible, the
convenience of. the large Subirban towns on the right bank of the

* Hooghly will best be served, while the wain interests ‘involved will

be equally well met. “There seems. no reason to think that any
uluulngnr in the way of engineering facilities ol construction’ or
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reduction of cost would . be gob by pl.mn" tlm Dridge, Iulvllcr up
the Hooghly, that would compensate for Lh(,.dllllllllillc(l convenience
0 the public of such an arrangement.

5, ‘Therc appears no real necessity for the provision uf a direet
wmm\\mcnhon by brldg,o Dotween Towrah and  Caleutta. The
present mlport‘mcc of Howralr essentially depends on its being
‘thio site of the  Bast Tudian Tailway, Terminal Station. If this bo

' b)ought over'to tlic Caletitta side of ‘the river, / thc wants of ]_Io\\'»

ahowill be quite'easily nict by a ‘good: steam ferry: .

" 6. Tho consbruction of a Railwdy bridge below Clossipore . w ould
nob-only ‘bo objectionable on’the. score of danger from shipsiin
storm, drc:, but because it w ould scriously limit the available space
in-the por which s already. inconveniehtly smalls l'lnLhel the
evection’ of a bridge below (‘nsslyom would finally’ bar the fomn-
tion of wet docks to the north of Caleutta. f

7. Tt does ot seem desirable to form” a carriage . way in-con-

*nosion with the Railway bridge on account ‘of the large extra ex-

penso involved.  The wheeled traflic across the Hooghly, above Cos-
sipove would certainly be very small, A path for foob passengers
might be given.

8. Tle Committce considers that the most convenient place for
 Suburban Passenger Terminus for the Bast Indian Railivay will

o Sealdah. The ground occupied by the existing' terminus of the’

Tastern Dengal Riilway Company is amply suflicient in extent for
{he passenger stations of both Companies, and the. Committee ad-
vises that, if possible, this site should “be appropriated for the
passenger traflic of theso two Radlways, the prosent Bastern Bengal
station being transferred to the Bast Indian R«ulw.zy Company,
and a new passenger - station being formed for the Tastern: Bengal
Company, immediately to the east of ‘it on the ground now reserv-
ed for the goods stition of the latter Company.

9. If this plan e adopted, the Bast Indian Railway line would
run from the Wooghly bridge to t]w Eastern”Bengal line, which it
would join niear the Dum-Dum Station, * From this point’ the pre-
sent. Bastern Buwul line would be trangferred 1o the East Indian
Railway, a new line hunv constructed for the Bastorn Bengal Com:
pany to the east of the pregent Railway bank. 'The new line:would
cross the canal close to the puscng Bastern Bengal bridge, and ruw

ap to the new Ta
of that Company.
10. " Under this. mi.mgcmcnt the whole of the works would
have to be. carried out :Lt “the mst of the Fast Indian Railway
Company.” . . ¢ -
11, : The Comuuttcc Llnnk‘i that cvery Eﬂul(’. should be made

o effect bhis, arrangement; -and that ng oﬂm would b(, thoroughly

“satisfactory. ' It would, sofar as the Comlmttw can Judvru, De as

convenient to the Tastern Bengal Railway Compavy as to the Tast

. Tndian'; but as it is' possible that the former Company may object
[ toit, and be able to sutisfy. the. Government, on grounds which

do not present themselves to the Committee, t]l'LL it should not be
adopted, it is nocossary to consider the plans put before the Coni-
mittee by Mr. Power, the Chief” Engineer of the Tast Indian Rail:
way. S ) '

12, Two allornatives are.suggested ; cither to form the termi-
nus of the Bast Indian Railway in the angle between the Taslern
Bengal. line and. the branch of the canal next to the Scalduh St
tion, or in a closely adjoining pq:}itiun, between the canal and the
Circular Road. ' :

13, Tn the former case, it might, probably, be expedient to hring
tho Last Im'le Railway line alohg LIIL Bastern B uma,l bank, as
Dofore suggested, )

14, Th tho latbor, it would he necessary o form o new line run-

Jing near tho patallel to the Bastern Bengal line, as far s a. point
about o miles north-of thoChitpore branch of the canal, Whones

. it would burn down to the bridge over the Hooghly, This arange-

ment would require a separate brimeh to, give communication with
the Bastern Bengal line, :

15. 8o far.as the position o[ the East Indian, JVLI.I\\(LY terminus
is concerned, the sccond site would have the advantage.  Bui it
is almost certain that, the -cost of the land required would be so
greatly in excess of what would be necessary il the other ease, iliat
the Government could not be expected 1o agree to placing the ter-
sninus between the Circular Road and the Canal,

1 Bengal siagion ovor the prosent goods yard -

16 -Tn both of the plans last named, if %ho passenger and’goods ..

stations were combined, the términus of the Tast Indian” Railway
would necessarily be formed on the ground surface, IF the goods
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station were, elsewhere, the passenger- station might: be at a high -

Tevél, like the-cxisting Eastern Bengal station at Sen]dah."» : i
17.This,remark is made-hiaving. )'qu‘enue‘ 0! the possible ‘cont
struction of a Metropolitan or Suburban line, the former té con: |
the main;passenger station with:the: centre of Caletitta néar
Tauk (Dalbousie) Square, - the lattori to: give Railway Gomniuicat
tion to the suburbs fxom C]utpom to! Iudde)poze or Garden' Reach

on the sn:uu lev i s .
18. The Committee conﬁnes xtsclf to stmtmg its~opinion ! that’
the ,construction ; of such ; lines as - these last'named would be ‘un-
tedly. a great convenience $0:the. public. The: cost of  cons’
on,.;including the price of land; would: be great; und the

benvery large: to ensure a profitable return: ‘There’is’, -

every reaéop to.think thata very large passenger traflic would spring

up,on such lines,.and the'. Committce may . hope that Capitalisis

will come forward to undertake them 3 but the Committee -can ‘see
no sufficient xeason for adyising that assistance should be given by-
rnment: to Railways, ‘heyond what would be: lutundly

19, - On the whole, the Commitfee advises that'thic Tast' Indian
Railway passenger station should, if practicable; be on a high level,
and in such a position that.its: formation would not he h]ua]y 10
interfere with a future Suburban Railway, and that easy comuiu-’
nication, with Suburban, or Metropolitan line mightbe practicable.
These conditions wvill. be, far ‘best mob by the arrangément first’
1cco|nmemled by the Committee, viz., plncmfv the Bast Indian Rail-
way Mum on ‘the present Eastern:. Beng:\l Railway station: sité.

if either, of the other two plans referred to be forced on Lhe
Company tho-above. peints should not be overlooked.
20. o, the  position -of the East Indian Rail

'fonds sh on, the Committoe- bolioves. thab there “ig nz necessary
connection between the goods -and passenger- tmﬂw of & Rn\]w't f
and indeed that there is Ipereased convenience in-entively separat-
. ing the principal goods and.; passengers stations when the traffic.i§
he This, remark. and._ tho- obaorvnuons in*the ‘four follgiing
paragraphs apply as strongly to the Tastorn Bengal

goods station iy

¢ .morth of the canal:.ab Ghltpoxe nearithe junétion of - the Barr:
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* io'that of the East Indian line; and:it may be-added-that, if it be
found 1)mc|7ic;l,ble, there would. be many: 3 7

\maiu goods

“seom ;ttle b y-site-alo Cahals-and’ annlm
Road,from-Chitpore to-Sealdah, Thc miain businessin

ing, 1dvo., s:;carried fon - in thexpart «0f thei-dity borderi
Hooghly:between the Custom House* andi-Chitpove; anid

on- the line nanied would be uemly eqmdlsta,nt frofiithi

. this class:of;business::

22, Tt dsva fact: sufﬁc:ently attestcd ‘that the trade of ‘Cal uM;:L,
agmow, conducted, requires that the mass. of the goods “for* ‘export
(which,form - the ;most: important -part-of the g66ds dealt With' by
the. Railway - Companies,) . shall: be repacked in Caleutta” This
involves their delivery by cart atthec warcliouses Tof: dealéss Pro-
bably ;he ‘formation: of awvet docks;::with'iwaréhouses %:ic'hed,
might ‘hercaftor, in' soime measure, change the habits of thd de,
but meanwhile;; the: roquirements ‘of: the existing:
must-be - met. . Hence -2 large-ordinary "ggods - static

. formed, suitable for the present condition of busm

tiveof. the question of ‘docks! = i - E t
23..; At the same time there.¢in be little:doubt thiat it “ould be
‘o great advantage. ifithe Railway: goods shmous were

" docks, .should they. be constructed; - . st

24.. As will. be-more.-fally: ‘explained herewfter, ‘thd Commxttce
considers. that there are facilities for the foimation of 4™ wet do
near Chitpore, and sone probability of suehia - doek" béing tinder-
taken, Under these: eircumstances; -

Railway goods station : will, they think; be ‘at'‘somls’ poirit to bhe

racl
pore and Dum-Dum roads:! So'far-ds the town trade s’ concemed

thesite is unexceptionable, and if the dock be executed
mcnb will-be ver: ¥ satisfactory-to all interests.

25, H'wmg in view, however; the possible failure of the' evpecta»
tlons of the Committee as to. the: construction ‘6f wet docks, and.
coming.:to: a. satisfactory.- arrangement with' the-Easters

Company. as* to -the - Sealdah Dassenger station, it is necessiry to

the ‘most suitable $its" for 4

the 2 nn‘mlgc.

Bcngal .




vefer to the plans-that wauld, be followed, if thic East Indian_Rail-
way Ida_joint goods and passongous;station i eithior. of, the two
positions. indicated by M. Paower. , : S it Rty
g6, The _site ; between. the . Canal and ‘Cireular Road. wonld
cortainly be the most convenient of access, and, so far, the best -
of the bwo. Also.this site has the advantage of admitting Railyway
communication for the interchange of goods:with the. Calcutta-and
South-Eastern lino-on - the level. of the ground.., ‘The connecting
Tino would pass.under the Eastern:Bengal Railway at the fixst canal
br‘idgc. B Al the roads crossed by t] mi‘l\\'nysl would be provided’
with Dridges. ov

h fliciontly easy slopes-wero; given,
this would not.be a_serious objection.: :- - ¢ R R

27, . between ‘tho, Canal: and the. Bastern. Bongal
Railivay were -adopted,. the -communication.with the Calcutta: and .
South-Tastern lino could only be made, on the level -of; thie' ground
by stopping: the -traffic ;on. the.canal: As. itis-tnderstood to .be
intended to regard this branch-of the canal only as:a déck - for.the
Caleutta- trade, and to open a new. through line into.the Hooghly,
perhaps such- a.-line of Railway. would -not be thought a serious
objection. - Otherwise a swing bridge might be. constructed /to take
the rails over:the canal, which: would . be-‘as - little objcc;tionublc .as
such works can be, inasmuch- as the only traffic.over it would:be
goods passing-between the Mutlah, and. the Bast. Indian: Railway
Station ;. or_ihe _(Ja.\cutbn, and South-Eastern goods might be taken
by a liigh level-line to.the castof ‘the. Bastern Bengal : Station ‘to
join the latter: Railway at:a.convenient':point beyond :tho first
canal: bridge.-. The, present line -of .cominunication runs through
the Eastorn Bengal - goods .stition; and is' otherwise mot suitable
for working a traffic of any magnitude;:; : .

28.°7As l‘wfo'm snid, - when;troatingof the Wast Indian Railway
1\nssfn(:e:l smtio;:; tlie “choico betwéen- the' two localitios: ‘oast'or
west of the canal, must :mainly ‘bo s s+ 3 Son’
the additional cost of the I:\y('.bcr. T b daron of
course, to the goods- stations.
is, that the site next to the Cire
of the land. s

‘T]w same remark: applies; of
The impression of the Committee
ular Road is harred by. the-expense
?n. TE.is not necessary for the Committoe to snales iy final
ecommendation as to the mode of Joining the Caleutta and. gdnﬂl-
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Tastern -Railway with the East Indian Railway: - Of the different
plans that may be adopted, that must be selected which the Govern-
ment and the Company shall think on the whole most convenient,
when the arrangements to be adopted for. the Bast Indian Railway
line shall be finally scttled.

30. With respect to the Fastern Bengal, the Committce is
disposed to think: that, if a-wet dock be formed -near -Cossipore.
the goods station of this Railway should be placed near the docks
and East Indian Railway goods -station. The existing arrange-
ment by which the goods station is on the high level closc to the
passenger station is certainly objectionable, as leading to very
large expense in making extensions. It is otherwise inconvenient
to. have the. acoess to -a passenger station obstructed by the cars
that must-fill the approaches to a large goods station. -

31 The Committee is not prepared.to makeany delinite proposal
28 to the position . of the Tastern Bengal goods station, in the
event'of the present Tastern Bengal Station being entirely appro-
priated to the passenger trafic of the two .larger Railways, and of
the . Chitpore site being rejected. [t may be suggested, however,
that this goods station might be formed.on the level of the
country, cither between the present Sealdah station and the Ballia-
ghatta Road west of the canal ; or. just beyond the camal to the
east of the Railway ;- or alongside of the East Iudian Railway
goods station betweon- the Railway and the Narkaldanga Road.
On the first plan, the access would be by a bridge across the canal,
stopping -the boat traflie, or by-a swing bridge (as before explained
in the case of the Calcutta and South-Eastern junction line,)  both
at a low level. On the second plan, nosuch canal bridge would
e needed.  On the thivd plan, access must be given to the gocds
station by a line looping round and passing under the main Railway

bank t. It seems sufficient to leave the.determination of
this matter to the Goveninient in communication with the Railway
Companibs.

32, The arrangement of the Caleutta and South-Tastern Railway
terminus is in no way affected by the questions specially referred
for the opinion of the Committee, and it scems needless to discuss
this subject at present. .

33 The general scope of ihe conclusions of the Committce

2
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therefore is, that the public convenience will be best met by massing
the passenger traflic of the East-Indian and Easter

n Bengal Rhilways
at a high level at Sealdah, - whence Metropolitan or:Suburban

Dpassenger lines can hereafter-be-extended 5 the ‘goods ‘traflic being
brought . together to a central Position onithe: bank of the Circular
Canal near Chitpore, - If ‘these arrd h

believes, the' best for: the ‘public; s they: mu:
necessity, be the best for: the - Raibway: Companies; - But- as they
involve considerable changes: ‘of ‘e ing :plans,” and as’ the two:
Companies must be got to consent Defore:they canbe adopted;the:
Committee has thoughtit expedient to:refer to other armangéments,
which no doubt;offer possible, thouglfar less satisfactory; solutions
of -the question under discussion;: Toimight be-added thatiibwordd
seem:well for the:Caleutta. and South-Eastern: Company to - tonsider
whetherthey: -also - showid. mot- adapt their “passenger-and: ‘godds.
stations to the places now Tecomnended : for. the  two
lines having their terminus in Caleutta.

34. - Tho “only other point calling for notice;

in connexion i
the Railway arrangoments, is the method to be adopted in- obt:

ing. the - earth:-for “the formation-of the bank on the raised porti
of -the line betweey the Hooghly' Bridge - and- thie ‘Eastern Bengal
line; or: the. canuls; ‘as: the: caso may be; My, Power, the Chief
Engineer.of the:Fast Indian Railway, has proposed that instead of
“taking up a strip of land sufficiently wide to Provide the earth from
shallow: side-cuttings,.a single deep’excavation shall'be formed
convenient position, from which all the earth sh;
bauk by steam: power. = This arrangement will

economical. to- {he Govemmcnt, as it will
large aveaof land. Tt il prob
Cowmpany, and vill be advant:
the unsightly
emb;

are; as* the Conimit

stialso;j as a matter of

-other nain

ina
all be taken to the
certainly be most
save the purchase of
ably ‘not be more’: costly to the
A3e0Us as “avoiding the formation -of
and. objectionable ‘excavations along the foob o the
ankment which. would otherwise be nécessary.: el
35.. But another important, continge;

from'the adoption of this system of form
it opens-the way

for givingaid to the for,
the locality whicl, the Committeo consid,
dirst exporiment in ghis o]
ou the State or the publ

b ‘advantage “would arise
ing:the banle, nairely; that
mation :of-q ot dock; irs
ers to be we]] adapted forz
ithout causing any
50 large

ass of works
ic. - Obviously

burdeny
an- excavation g
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i *Bast
e ks for.:the new line of the
i sary- to -forin- the sban or. th - of the
"',‘n_"c I:‘:Lcl‘:ay ‘).Mr. Poiver: estimating it at 30 actes, ml'lt :.v.t Eo:}«::
. B f
o lable o thonuclts ol web: dock, “and thie sitoof tho
.available cas:theen ¢ ; ot
- "' tion swhich avill-be thie property-of ‘tlie:Government, mig o
QXcmat}epec“ni:uly interests.- ofi the : Government are’ concerned,
as: the A Sty
. ded over free-of cost -for, adaptationfor a dock ba o )
b”‘lm"‘;h temporary.lines; of ‘read ‘which’\\'ill,iunder: a}nylv cn::[um-
- : bZ nécessary for:conveying:the eartl to ‘the main i{;z;‘wte;:;
i \ sorv
::’:‘1% 1:113' quite conveniently: be 'laid: out'.so mt ‘:):? . ‘
p:rrr\l'menba.ppronch tothe-docks and t]\e'gosfl.s'sbat: i o
y chole, : th somy ! of: 2 nstruct
e th orm i ion iimear fit,” Wil
. the formation-of 1 Ralway gonds wstnraae it i
}’““'f'"' ; large, and-the grant of. the éxcavated site /may ’Em,oci) v
ucﬁ““er{. (;lrfq,‘e;q“ivflcnhtw 2 ccontribution -of at-least £40; (
estimated; as:equival K ailoa
X the docks.: -
5 towards the expense of 3 ) o
IO%OO(:ITI:.:CommiLtcc observes:that; by a:suitable mmnie;n:l“w
> it in a greab inea 'y
dvantages. will be,
vorks, these: possible :ad a - ronk ensire,
- tod fon tho fature, whether.th - wet. docks be.m:;a{u‘esa
Sec“’: d ort once or; not 3 and they strongly rccommcﬁn that theso
. tion ‘ i final>
St““fdﬂ fations shall be carefully a.tbendAed to o thfe uuf; dectsion
odon erll; the Government. ;. The.subject will bt’: urf 1gb scussel
f‘dopltet‘ :mrtv of -this. report :when' the-Committee. cnte ‘
in a later the o cnters
i bjcet of -wetidocks. 1 -
mmm;?y ona?:: O b of the. Tailway works that tgc t(‘iom.nnttie
Sl ' ‘oxceed £800,000,. an ¢ impor-
¢ill.probably not:excee 000, impo
- 5“3!3: S:led ‘;irljlez:: to be.atteined by them seems fully.:o Jc\;:lf;vf
e ; ned >
o X enditure.: :This additional_outlay do?s 11mf oo of
. e“" do. rockoned -in -relation “tothe capital ‘? h
P m“‘ofmt“ 'e d; hearing - in- mind the very great importance
Indian - Railway, :and::bea e tiom.

of v ki Committee desires to
0. These are all :11: :::.:;1:‘: :3:;0:0:1‘:]‘& vy Caetn
make. on the. san'e':f (:;h\'s reportwill relate to the q\leAshon of the
and-tln.: rem?"“vdci‘d‘;dm and other matters connected with the con-
:::?:::Z‘rlof‘:ﬂm trade and shipping-of Calc““a:ttcu has made as to
. general eriquiries which the Commi oo bun made' ad o
l“' .?he %Z:tc:lr the trade of Caleutta, have led it to the
the requirements N
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sionthdt the st tleing 7 calling > for igithe Tmprovement
of the means of landingoimports arll't passing .themthYough the:
(‘ustm House' nnd the Corimittet his: ﬂccordmgly )

$ie st therG

*that mmmJlL

Wi 7
Tiek bt ﬂummn'ks]. hdiAF g Ghats. 2
43. That such jotties, sheds, and’ warehbises shouldobt qﬂ’med
uiiler ﬁrbp%r"bﬁétom THGe” controliso! 48 wyhdrmit of imgorts
5 hdl-extetided: frontage.

e Tinded, ek
referred to m bhe nmnnc 416 mows idealthivitli
b"surL‘ 'lsdi‘i‘oundéd

6d drom’ Ithe riverito rum
shore at s\\ch pomts as may be deemcd expedlent
IR i

espective of any decision
ni‘thie “subject of web docks:
evenshiculd rwet ”docksmbe

scharge” hom*the rive
5 e (:mﬁ]iﬂetmn 45

¢!t

d ’?“amzr) g ‘cv}&'rkd'im I\é enitlof thepad af
Ha ill 56w *Beisre ! the

iéutenant Govbrnor of

ol T aif'thi

5 Qe Ty, L emor
The Conimittee' considdisa p\lblie brustbetter fitted: forsthe

xxxvii

cmrying out:of such works.and duties, as have, heexwquau of -than
asprivate-Gompany, forthe; [ollo\\'xngmemom
Isti—Thabiit

niistybe, th
2 21l .lmt nll ple]llnlnﬂly’

negotmtmg thh o pnwyoe Company,, \nu b Vol
bescargied iout by trust,
That;the delay in form

be mnde ]'\.w[ul for-the. nuste) or. ownor 0]
ing days after the ship has,been entered
s land cati anys jotty, .wharf,

House;:

1 goods swhich.; shall not hay
rovided thatithe!, Qousignees

such due d)llgcnce be:not: used qh
mnstex ‘ory o\vnuruto ¥ lnnd s\wh goods ~in thc manner afo

be cnn(l\lctad \mder suitable ; eguhtmns;to be ADPTOY!
Lioutenant Govemor ‘of Bengal, and -framed with a view to the
protection-of - the legitimate interes onsignees,as to, damage
done.before flanding... Also s
abovariance with:.charter,
agreenientsifor. ‘allowmga. num ays for th
ofcargo:s./The port frust,.w ould bccome Jesponmble,fnr go! ¥
landed; holding;;a lien;on the goods o, all lawful cl 'Lrgcs
thereon in the manner in which the ofﬁcer m charge of the Custom
House  is :now -responsible, under Section LII wf the Consohdamd
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Customs _\cb (\'I o[ 1863.) Fux_ this purposc, a modification of

before thp “end of the present year.
2. Before q\uttm« this pm

N }ucﬂ have been under the

3 nlrcady approved
the Gmmumunt of India, that
d out and mmn"cd under a

) nd the Commntteo mdeed
thiinks that ho otlier practical systcm of mann"‘ement for the purposes
in'view éan be fotnid at the present . The on]y p ssiblo, alter-

native would be'to carry ofi the \orks hnder a 8D

offis "o department.  Tie" Committee looks ,on such ;
of ‘the’question. 1n'the first place,

from thie o

Government

aplan, as ont
the Govcmmcnf will nut st pply
ary revenues the funds ‘for Jobjects such as. thoxe
which “are essentiall

Jocal in their o
Y ir character, T
needful méney must e raised ]oc'\l]), and some loc'ﬂ machi -

must be ereated for this' purpos Fthe fiinds o

i o are raised under
local responsibility, the mandgeinent muﬁt be Tocil also.

The crea-

XXX

{ orm: or’

i jects'
vided by local effort .md local fumls
55 K tnlsl; to be éftactive mus v

h.ue a xcsponsﬂ:lc fiend with ample exceutive powe; ,»nnd such an
oflicer must bo salaried. "Too large a body is to be dep: catcd and
the C i iders nine suffici . Xt will be, important:to
ciisute o full attendanco ab the meetings of the trustees, and -it.may
be found expedient to g:vc e'\ch trustee asmall fee for attend'mcc.
It scoms objectionable, at the present time, 1o tie down the hustec;
to any rigid for

nshtuf:ed as, to

If nccessmy tl»u Tx
nd the, s}stem of v

few as possxblc at the outseb If crience shall show . that such
a body really performs well the business now proposed to be en-




x1

trusbed to.it, the axtenslon of its dntles and _powers can easily. he 37
ruction .of the:jetties,

.)6 The Comxmttee ‘\ould look for\wu
relieving:the-Custom:House a.uthormes of all 4

ings throngb the Custom-House A
-ttustees .are. porfocted, the wareho\\ses ,on- the exigting:.C;
‘House-premises might be transferred ‘to-the tmstees, and , improved
atstheir-charge, 50 as to: form a . system. of ‘bonded.. warehous
‘¢onnexion with the jetties on the xiver bank.. , The conbomplatod
landing; o goods, threo, days

omptly removed by :the ¢
Ianding sheds-orythe Jatter.will become choke
yules; this-ware-housing will be quite easy,. i
‘provided, and ;connexion gwon Detween the::
warchouses by means of rails and trucks. The pnscnt Custom-
House.premises . wxll gi mple space,.for . io varel

that the cheapest-and. slmplest mems
for the:landing: of-goods fr te:xiver;. will:be-the formation: of
Jebties wit] on: gorew-piles,.., Itds ex.td.emely doubtful: whether. a §
permanent continuous wharf-wall could be;, crmstmcted unless ot -2
costihint wonld renderisuch a:work impr

how ”’u‘ ks that, “WD\\lthv ing; ;,

ving-, mcreased Tacilities

nd:the: line . of- its.duty

if it entered on any speci d\qcussmn
erécted:r Such mattors must:plainly. De:
persons zcspons)ble for carrying out.th

a8 to::the -exact:works 1o -be
t\hc‘_dccmon of the

ed::the opinion f,hat wr!t '
Calcutm, arer-as:likely ‘to. be -useful; and
to pay a sufficient dividend on the capital invested on ithem; ag,

docks; 1( ‘constructed a

; Aihainly™ dependsi on - thie
The éffect6f ‘the
;andof the

strction” of wot dooks:in
will'dowell fo gwa all

' £300,000,dnd:of 2’5 pes
o:Company, estxmu.ted at one

]ected by the Governmsnﬁ’
T4 verhaing to be Gonsideréd whethiei there re anysufficient
gcneml objections o the constiustion of Web docks" abally and wwhat!
localities offer the greatest’ facilities foi them: - it i
162, - While the-Committee ro ies' thit there may posmbly “be
soma'specinl risks and inconvei in’ the *‘constructionand:
§ working  of ' wet - docks 4t Calénittal partly” due>to- the climate,
{partly 6 the! cliirdcter’-of ‘tho river and soil, partly t6 the'special
Anature of the trade, on the whole, none of these”¢onsiderations’

{geem 0 be'of 2 naburé to throw feusonablé doibtion the general

J bencficial nature of such’ worku if - re.uonrtble prew\\honn be taken
in dealing fith them, ‘ : S

SEN |
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63. " Tho fi'st quostion’ that calls :for notice is: that of. salubrity.
Tt has-Been statéd that, even in England; wet docks are ab times
cxtremely'oﬂ'ensivez‘md that, in a’tropical climate the risk.of this
deseriptio is far increased. - But apart from the circumstanco that
th(% above™ fact “does ‘1ot give: positive proof: of 1wet. docks being
caus‘es '?f‘si:ckness’, there - seemis'no sufficient réason why; if :proper
précattions'are taken to preventnilthr being thrown into the: basins,
apd to ensure {L‘daily change of ' Sufficient quantity -of; the. water,
bad eﬂ‘gchjq’ of bhiis “sort - niay ot at\all‘events:be so far. ‘prevented,
as'hot to leave reasonable ground for vefusing. to accept -the .real
advantages of docks, only to avoid risk to.the public. health,
which is,"“in "soziié measure, speculative, ‘A to the mere surface of
stagnant’ water,’ the aggregnte area already eXisting in and around
Caleutta in'tht shape' 6f small tanks is ‘so extrenRely large, that the
formation of wet docks will hardly affect the total qwantity. It .is,
of course,” no argiment for the addition of fresh suisances that
otller§ far worse already oxist, but there-is. every m.'\sm;\m believe,
that, ’ }mde’r' Proper “polics:'supervision; - a wet'dock wou'ld be. far
more sweet abd wholésome than alarge tumbor. ;f the existi ing tanks
in ﬂ\e suburbs of Caleutta. o - £
64,7 At "the 'x'mne—time, to-guard against possible risk in :;‘ first
undertiking of this sort, it might -be prudent for the presen“»ﬁ to
pref'eut‘the"’construcﬁbn of -docks. close to the south of the toy, 0,
as §t 'is fromthat ‘quarter that the wind blows almost constan‘t} ¥
during theliot months of tie year, when therisk of the dev "

of offensive offltivia may be considered the greatést.
‘mationof

elopuient §
tluy c Hence the for-
@wetdock ‘at Kidderpore might reasonably be objected

to on this ground, atall events until: some -actual experience has l
i
|
/
!

been got of the efiécts of- 3 i
oot of tho ol j such. works (.mv the public convenience
ofﬁﬁ. ?‘lfe ncxvt objection that may.be referred o is tixc difficulty
x p;:vldmg for'the erews of ships ‘brought into the wet.docks, As
it wil questionat : '

ly be ary to rer the o
o ) crews. from. the
; ;:1-:]; it will &_leost certainly be necessary to construct dwellings
o em. This should, therefore, ‘be done ag part of any scller:u
for \;’Lt docks, and it will be an advantageto the seamen of a
‘u{yl high order, and one which might fairly bo held far to out.
weigh general objections on sunatary grounds such as have just

“from fitej'but, with proper: preca\\tions,.ﬂgere seems 10

xliii

been referred to. The Committee is inclined to think that the
Government: should use. 'e\'c!'y means in its:power to sceure atten-
tion 6 -the provision of: suitable;lodgings for Europea:
Ionging!€o &hips’ onteringir tho- docks, : should. any:, project . for
such+ workss sitake: a7 practical; shape ; and.if. this be ;accomplished,
tlietresilts onthe- liealth :and comfort of; the.population.of Euro-
peaniséamen: visiting: theil port;cannot fail to e,
MTheCommittee: believes :that; there--i
community'in Tadia that soimuch needs consjder: 2 )
time:as cthesersedmen,-and: desires - to. commend t]x}e’mb,gpgc_iall&‘to

seamen be-

“the caie ofsthe Governmeut and ‘of ;any -Company. coming; forward

5 constrict wetidocks. .. o FHTEN
66::Great:care, no doubt;-:must. betaken to

practical ;object‘iéu

this risk should be:such as-to be':regarded.
$0 Web dooksi 1 Lr i e i S

‘6757450 the: dopositof: silt,. it isa difficalty & ;
faced:' That the mud deposited can be:removed by dredging there
is nio doubt ; the operation will; of coursej be lement  of. cost
wifavourable ‘4o ‘theprofits :of the..docks; but: otherwise it seems
to call for no special comment. Sty T wds )

-68. “In considering the localities. available, for jvet docks and
their’ relative ‘advantages, and,disadvantages,, the  first and most
obvious fact ‘is; that the: cost-of land is high; in proportion to its
proximity to tlie centre ‘of business;;and that thegreater. the con-
venicnice of the site, the greater is likely.to-be .the difficulty of
Sbtaining ‘it ‘for docks. .In :this:sense,. the two suburban sites at
Chitpore and Kidderpore are at a great disadvantage when compared
ith Howrah; Garden Reachior:Akrai= i feoww o0 B

*69." The cost-of execution of -the works willyiin, a- considerable
degree, depend on the depth to which the excavation has to.be
cariied; “This not only affects the quantities:of soil to bp moved,
but the difficulty ‘of ' disposing-. of it after it has been taken up. At
Ghitpore and Kidderpore the depth. will, probably, be ten, or; twelve
fdét greatér than at Howraly or Akra, the level-of the surface being
fai'lower in ‘the tivo-latter localities. [ n

70 Thie necessity ' for providing ready means of access to the
Railways is another impottant consideration.. In-this respect the

s
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s
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of ;lin n].moqt.m,muntaob withthe
East. India ifithe Cal-
tutta 1go eyias thas!ibeen
proposed near Clutporc, nearly f.llc same remarks will ‘apply-to.the
Chitpore site for. docks:

.and

wolsiA most i ini the practicaliut;

i fodocks owhen « fucted, icis htheir t ibility o
th hangs;whosorbusinessiis; b dfin them his poi
of view the;Ghitpore. slwn\.nd Kiddorpore die hion i paren:The

latbery; howoyer, i : advantagéous ;iand i4othe uncommercial
public;this-site:would,2incline ttorbe: directly i causevofrincotives
nience, as leading to the creation of a heavy gnods%mﬁic‘ acroks

theipart ofithejt pied by theicresi ipublic drives
ofr, the!: B inhabit; +Suelyiin ient rmgh(. ‘be
ded:apiinst by strio: Holi Tabibns: Fut:

Y
{Toob £} -1
y 1

Hooghlyw to, the: phwes rofy busmuss of tlie Calcutfm murc]nmts, is
opex {0’ )cmlsndcmblm jection,: whiich:: will, kit is:true, be in-part
i d.by 41 £ Rail it

Hooghly, :md by the improvement of the steam: ferry; but which:
will still, in:the opinion:of many: persons; be ver; e grent.. i

The, distance;of -Akra, is,.0f;. of still; more, obj

:md Ilnle& complete Rajlway,,

were establishod.and
that; rloushby, tl\ey ceould not be

rious sifes nxm,,hnve
mferrod 4o dg-another, pmnh of _importanoe, 1iSo: faras tho
Dbeoforo, the: Cox d £ty formi

ks could with: t difficul

;Opi .
che.: qoc\md
< Tho:Akre,

. § ! on
;Be dcstho zmd u:tes alludcd t0, the river bud itsolf; affords.
poamhle looalities; for the formation of . docks, Tt has been 2 com-,
mon system iu England to cut off shallow: portions of river:beds

acrossthe -

| shoulds)

xlv

and:
follow

lmghi. not o\\hvmgh thios
‘gicater total harg
76, As to the available space for ships in'thb & Iocalitios
named,l and: thi¢:means’ of renlarging! wet doclks:] o 1d' thiey
ab-fitst bo:constructed:on & smalliscale in dtontitiveiway the ‘Com-
wmitteeisthinks it<hardly: hecessai: hore seeinsmo
abcessity; forrchaving all: thedockslinviomne '« phca i i genoral
termsitimay. botsafelyi aflirmed:thuts the space wvailable’ annple,
ifth b fortl ingysand thdsdisposition ! to:constiuct
these: worlesiexists:; v 1 ¢ yni
iy «Quecpoint more ith \'els,twe
the sovoral dot,knmtc';, havingin viewthe'isk of an
cnemy’s; lups onitering:thes riyer cinictimo o Plainilyyithe.
Chitpore site!would haveigréat advantage:inthis respéet; a5 it could
not be pproached jwithout: passing Fort: William:ii-A ré3sondble
degroesof iprotection’ wouldl, in the:same Way;:beigiven to ducks at
Howrahyif not.catried too fat:down towards theBota
Alkiray Garden Reuehyrand Kiddespor
wholly without/defonce. i
78.  Havihg ‘reforred ¢
7 thdit it socms” worthy!of
procantions; if: dny; shouldf'lfa mke
portiof ‘Cal iy it 6f o walk
time power. Tt will, in every |cspeeb<"b

1cdolik ly

takboany’) pmlmuum ops ‘tlmt”&n'ay
This i bviously ot ,. )i s body £ Siitor i jfon
avmubter, Batditoniny stabovitsiiop D
nothingto proventitlic'captainiofih Jioatile'ship of wi
so digposed, seizing a pilot at the %md]m’uls an
tikiithe Bhip ‘up' torCalowbtad ] )
memoranda “on this wbject; wlitehis redsthinende
tisneof: tho Goveritnants 2t ot ar hening

hentten-
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Vi
Jh(» co)lblll sion

551 ym brmvn% iln, ‘Tast
nghly, .md consldcnng the g,lo'lt

web docLs ab, Chi porL, lhe Com uH;Lc is sutisGicd thib t]nx plan
offers such <l.(1V'HI'«lg("~ as are nob hkcly to bc clsewhere met with
and as will prob dv,mmmc any Company lc\]Iy mtcmlmg Lr,l
cntm on such wo ks, to qolcct tlns site, and commence opmumm
come to by | Government and the Tagt
e TTooghly bnd(,e .md bring thc TLLSL

2ailyvay to conslrucl
Indian R 'ulwny into Caleutta,

The, Cmmmtlmt» Jas received from Mr. Powcr, “tho Chief

neor of the Ium;b Iudnm I 111\\1y, a uapy of ‘a_letter from Mr,

s Purnbull, the, Lu;:mccr of a Comp‘my ]nLc]y formcd m London
fo.carry out \vct docks in Cx!u\tm, under the namé of t]m “Docks
nd Warohiousos. Company. of Calontta,” which seoms 4o give

promiso that the means may at, onco be for Lhcummg %o carry “out
web docks on a_moderate seale of m'lglul,u(lv qhou'ld the Co-
vermment. roceive favourably e proposals.

Trom the pros-

xlvii

wr(‘ulto, yet, wmldumg (IML ‘this Comp.my W
come forward, and that the Company lcpxcscnhud 1)v v
has not yet made any definito offers to the Gov(;x‘n.m‘mt th
mittee is disposed to think that it will bo the fai s
Government, | in xm]ung wy conoossions of 1id mathre
veferred to, gives the two Companies thoe oppox tunity of combining,
50 that the adva lll‘/l"(ﬁ of the Chibpore site may 3 Ty Lhcm
both, if (,hcy continiio to be desirous of carrying ott wet'doclks.”

83, To .ulnutof an carly sobtlement of this ‘question, it
necessary that it should be gone into together by the Govornient,
the East Indian Railway Comp'\ny, and the Dock “Companly, and
the C ittee desires to r 1 to the Government of India
that the requisite measnres ;1.0\11(1 be taken to accomplish his.
The Committee believes I.ln\l. ‘the interests of the Government, "of
the Railway Company, and of the public, will be greatly advanced
il a satisfactory agroement can bo come to but\\ovn the ]uinupuI
Y rying out Uho gonerdl sehds ¢ of wmkﬁ Mhat

ems

partics concerned in ea

has now, heen suggested

81, Bul tho Commitleo, having beforc Mhu]nst
n'p("ﬂ.ml aborlive attempls to bring nlmut a prac
the wot_ dock question, thinks it right 1o vefor "o 0 ovent " of
the possible failure of the negocintions above snl,l,wtu] “Should
Whis ogenr, the Committée thinks that Ui Bast” Indian Railway

(of Lhe former
al “soliflion of

arrangements should be made as though a Chitpore wet dock were
5

10 be formed, and thab the Government, or the trustecs of the
porl of Calentta, should, without delay, cause an exacl estiminle

|
)



xlviii

to be made by a competent engineer of the probable cost of a wet
dock of moderate dimensions, to occupy the site of the *excavation
formed for the' East Indian Railway embankments. It will then
be a matter for careful consideration -whether the trustees should
enter on the construction of the dock, and its needful subsidiary
buildings and works. Until an exact estimate is formed, no useful
opinion on such a subject can be given ; and, as:remarked before
in reference to the construction of jettios, it will be in all respects

better that the trustees of theé port should themselves bear the’
entire responsibility of the course they adopt in the way of dealing

with this matter hercafter.

85. For reasons similar to those just given, the Committec has
thought that no practical result will arise from.any discussion of
the details of any of the schemes for docks, jetties, or wharf
walls that have been put forward by various engineers. So far as
the construction” of jetties is concerned, the Committee has advised
that private persons shall not be allowed to ‘come in ;-and the’
trust for the port, when it 'is  constituted, should determine the
exact character of the system of jetties” undertaken, and what ex-
tension should be given to it as regards docks ; unless evidence is
given of the desire of the promoters of such works to enter on
their construction under arrangements that can be accepted by the
Government, as not involving demands for assistance which are
unreasonable, it seems better to “wait until the results of the ex-
periment that it is hoped will soon be made und

er the trustecs by
the construction of jetties are seen. The re:

al necessities of the
port, and the powers of such a body as the new trust to meet them,
will then be better known, and a fresh point for departure will .be
given.  All that the Committes can hope to do usefully
with the present, and to indicate the measures that shoul
taken,

86.  Before concluding this re,
or two points of minor interest
in the course of their enquiries.

87, Tho first has reference to the
cular moorings according to the character of their cargoes. The
Committec is led to believe that consider
arise if some systematic ary

is to deal
d now be

port, the Committec will notice one
that have come to thoir knowlodge

distribution of ships to parti-

rable convenience would
angements wore made with a view to ac.

xlix

complishing this o far as it is practicable,-and it is suygested that

the port. authorii 7
communication with the .Chamber:of-Commerce, i i
85. . From the ovidence.of -Captain Howe it would -appear-that
there is. ‘rooﬁr for -upwards of twenty.additional moorings- in-the
apper part of the poxt, bebween Necmtollah Ghat and Chitpors, and
that such moorings -would be specially convenient -for salt ships.
The attention. of. tho:port -officers. should, tho- Committoo, thinks,
be directed to this point...:.. x Taomsimiin oo
89. The next point relates-to the d- d: X ha
of the approach to Caleutta up the Hooghly, - Mr. Ross, a member..
of this C: i has put-in a st showing - the -rates for
insurance.on ships. homeward bound from Bombay -and - Caleutta,
frou{ ‘\\'hich itynp’pcars that the charges are hardly greater for:ships
]q;wing the latter port than .tho.former..: The -conclusion. to . he
Dbased on this -seems-to-be that the.special risks of tho-Hooghly:-do
nob constitute a- serious” addition to -the “total sea. sk betwveen
TIndia and Engla,nd., A return put.in- by. Colonel Strachey, from.
tho records of- the Public Works Department, based on .information
obtained by - Mr. -Leonard,:.confirms -the -opinion.- that -theactual
losses in the Hooglily are not important,-viewed in - relation to the:-
whole extent; of the trade. - The losses ferthe last ten:years-have::
been less than threo tons per-thousand of:the aggregate import-and
export-tonnage, or little more than one-fourth per cent. vl

s-should be. invited to..consider .the- subject-in

5. We havetlie onor:to be,
. S in oo

Your most obedient and umble servants,:
G N./TAYLOR. ** gl

“ DAVID ‘GOWIE.

RN BULLEN.
.GEO: ROSS,

V. H. ‘SCHALCH

R. STRACHEY, Gorowss,; .-

‘JOEN G. REDDIE, MAstyii

U S T_AYLLO‘R-,‘CAPT;\[N, R.

ATTENDANT,

CALeuTii, * }
16tk March 1865, §




APPENDIX G

. THE MUTLAE.

N e
From
: Conoxer R. STRACHEY, m.. &, ..
Secy: to the Govt, of Indj
Public Works, Departy

To S e g
. WOOD, Tsq;, - )
" Secy. to Bengal Chanibir of Commerce,
Co e Tort! Willicin, 7th, Febrriary, 1865,
Civin WoRks: EEERES R O
- Miscellaneous.

Sr,~Witli' toferonce * to your leter dated the 21st September
1864, expressing the * opinions' of the Chamber of Commerce of
Calcutta that the Government - should give its aid towards the im-

provement of the town and port of Camning, I am directed to

state that, having regard to the formation of the Port Canning Land
Investment Reclamation and Dock Company Limited, all that those
interested  in “the port could desire scems likely to be accomplished
without the aid of Government, “Tho Governor General in’ Council
trusts that this conclusion of tlie discussions on the subject may
prove as ‘siat'sfagtory Chambgr of Commerce as it is to the
Governinert' of Tndia, Whick ha’ ‘consistontly - desired to see tho
Dprogress’of the settloment effected by the action of the commercial
community itself, '

""" I'have'the honor to be,

1} - © Sir,
"Your most obedient servaﬁt,
‘ R. STRACTIEY, Gplonel,
. i ey, Beey. o the G
T R

Publishid, in the Chaaiber's last Beport;

T

i

No. 1481,
H. T. PRINSEP, Esa.,
Offg., Jundor Secretary tothe Board of Reveme, L. P,

Frox

o Tin SECRETARY 7o rite BENGAL
: 'CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Dated, Fort, William, the 22nd October 1864,
Customs. N N

£ T. Taevor, Bsa. e y

Sz, —I am directed to “forward’ copies of tlie correspondence as

» Lotter from Govérnmeng PO margin®.on the subject of a proposal
e o o “aior. * for the passing of all goods imported iuto
Wilc)“.t‘éZOlgf“th“c;/ ot o the Mutlah dnech Izy :hod(!u;to‘:s' Oll{)ic&rs
Customs, Caleutta, dated I7th . instead ‘of thoir bein
Oct 1808, o. 415wl do. 5 ;&ssl’e(:;‘in((;l“;:l;gd?y the Custom House 15;
Caleutta, and I am to requost that the Committee of the Chamber
o‘f Commeree will favor the Board with an carly expression of their
opinion as to whether importers of goods vié the Mutlah; . generally,
would prefer passing them at Port Canning or ab, Caleutta,

:t., - Lhave the honor, to be,
E Sir,

05t olgc«iicn{' sorvant,
. I T. PRINSEP,

. . ‘No. 3401T o
Froar. o T
Tt JUNIOR SECY.-ro mnn GOVERNMENT
. S or BENGAT,
To . . oy BN

Tus SECRETARY ro, tHE BOARD or REVENUE, L. P.

- Dated, Darjecling, the 21st Sepl. 18G4

Tovenue.
( Customs ) o .

. S, Wit v 6 tho accompanying copy of a

tion’ from tlo Agent, Caleutta and South Eastern Railway Company,

No, 110, dafod the 13th. instant and.onclosures, I ‘am directed to

OfF g Junior -Secretary,




e S —

Iii

roquest thab the Board will e so good as to report, with as little
delay as-practicable;'on thie proposal to make arrangements for the
passing of all imports at Canning, instead of their being passed by
the Custom House Authoritics of Culeutte.
v wnntt e andchave, &e.,
At ((Signed) 8. C.BAYLEY

W ddor Scoretary Lo the Government of Benga,

e o Now 3100 vt .

(u\LLUPT\ AND SoUin Basruny

P TR Imu.\vm Cu\uuwv “ L

Calontla, 13th Scplember - 1664,

Frowriv
+ - AGENT,. CALCUTTA, Axp SOU’]‘H I ASILPN

RATLWAY COMPANY. “ LIMITED,”

it el

T covsum ING ENGINEER 10 11 GOVT. or
" BENGAL, RATLWAY DEPARTMENT,
Sir,—On tho 16th ultimo, I addressed the Collector of Customs,
soliciting to be informed if he conld make arrangements for the
passing at Canning of all goods. imported vid that route, as serious
inconvenience would be the result of compelling all imports—more

especially bale and picee goods—to be examined and passed only in
the Custom House at Caleutta,

2. Tenclose copy of my letter, as also copy of the reply from the
Collector, from which letter you will Jonrn that Mr. Crawford, in
the absence of speeial orders, l\ \umblc to make any arrangements
for £ complying with my wishos,

s the inconveniences to which 1 <l”ll(l(! will tend seriously to
prejudice the new port, ]l-vo the houm to request thatl you will
Dring the subject under' Hic carly' notice of His Honor the Licute-
nant Governor; with a dation that ar

should he
at once made for the passing of all imports at Canning.

I have, &c.,
A, G. PENDLETON,
Agent and iVImL;ryrr.

(Signed)

Tiii

’ No. 45, B
Dhe 1600 A ugnst, 1864,
To
J. A, CRAWFORD, sq.,
Collestor of Customs, Calculla.

Si,—As I have reason to hope that during the cothing cold
season hale and piece goods, &e.,, will he imported vid the new
port of Canning, T have the honor: to request that you will be good
cnough to inform me whether or not you will bo enabled to make
arrangements for the passing ab Canning of these and other imports.

2. You will readily seo that great incunvenience to merchants
using the new port would result, if the Customs Authorities decline
1o pass the goods except at the Caleutta Custom House, and I ad-
dress you now on the subject in order that, should' you not foel
ab liborty to comply with nuy vequest, -time may be afforded for a
referenco to Goverument,

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) A, G. PENDLETON,

) Agont and Manager.

(True Copy)
o (Signed) AL G4 T

No, 789,
Txom
J. A. CRAWFORD, Isq., + i
Collector of Customs, Calewlia,
To
A. G PE \IDLDTON L\(w
Agent. and Manager, :
Culeutla and Sowth astern Railway Compaiy.
Dabed, the 31st ugqust 1861,

Sin,—In reply o your letter No. 4, daled 16th instant, 1 have
fle Tonor 1o inform you that 1 have received no orders on the




liv

subject, and witil T ati'§
1 aii wnablé to'do

‘{lunrﬂm ‘ch ln.\tch

Y 1 Tave, de,

. A, GRAWFORD,
Calaotor of Customs.

ACG. P

N .AJL“{ and Mmlm i

s 1AL b gl ;(l‘l‘ll(,(zt)])lck) .
(Sigued;) *. MAURICE. POWER,:
v AssiStéaid i charge, Ofice o T

"""“'No.‘il‘:}." SRRRRREEU P

ST

ol (lollculm nj (‘u.slome ('ulwll«, N
i Tm: JUNIOR SE(,REJ‘APY 0 1R bare
o “ o ) © U BOARD of REVENUE,

dtinks o . Dnlrd the 17th October 1864,

Sm,—-\\’lth wfclcnco to your memo. No, 1307
ultimo, forwarding copy-of lobter to your address No,
21st idem, from ithe Junior. ‘Secrotary to the Goves
with enclosuros;: Tihave the honor to observe 1]
Caleutta tand -South - Tastern Railway h
particulars as to the number of ships which he cxpocts to i
bale ‘and - picee goods- o Canning, and in the absence of .
on which-his oxpectations: are foundedpit is: difficult to o lay
precise ostimato of(thé ‘establishmont requisite o 1 i
goods dircet from that-port, ' .+ . e tad: oloae

2. Appended isa statement A of the arrivals at Canning f,

als at C! Ton
;:51:“‘“0’:3;108:: :::oﬁl;i;sfcptc::bor 1864, which shews ﬂ?x(v fo: :::Z
ourteen

only, were entored inwards, of th:)::s’;lj:c“\(\'!L::Z“L"ﬁglf o
Iaden with salt, and one with Railway matorials, i s

of the 26th
3401 T, dated
ernment of Bengal
hat-the agent of tho
s omitted - to give any

possession ofsoihe orders on ‘the subject,

v

3.... With .the view, of :\Il\n'f.lingm.ll~ roasonable facilities 1o thoke
,engagod;or intorested in the import and
S e 400 export trade vid Canning, as well as for

tho purposo of pro

cotor in eharge
qs.

fng tho revenue,

1 l‘rc\cnh\u oficer
Salury 950 0
Alloyanee ono I o' Yor diom.

a part, a8 Pér margin,® of this office’s
cstablishment, has been told off and
s stationed nat' that place since the 12th

yer month. TFobruary: 1863, and for both purposes
Tas the establishment so told off proved amply suflicient so long
as the goods are duty paid here in Caleutta. .

4. In the caso of goods’t5'be ‘Pissed dircet and duty paid ab
Clanning, theére aré'tho followingobstacles. fo ‘the adoption of the
proposal of the agent of the Caleutta and South Eastern Railway,
There is no Custom House accommodation, no treasury for the
receipt of duty, no houses for the accommodation of tho Customs
Officers sent there on duty; 1 mean wharf officers, for it cannot
be conceded, I presume, that godds. on ahich:duty s still due
should e landed there without some controlling check.

5. Tmporters as woll as oxportors of goods vit Canning, agents
of ships and others intorested in tho trade thore; have their places
of business and establishmonts in Caleutta and not in Cauning
town, and all of them wonhl, as a rule, thore is reason to believe,
find it moro conveniont to clear their goods and the shlps at this

1 Bont (lost in he Late
o) exewvof ditto

offico than at Canning.

6. In the face ‘of the facts mvmlcd in statement A, and in the
absonco of any satisfactory information rogarding the  trade: of the
placo cithor during next coldseason,or for tho future;: any porma-
neub increase - to ‘the establishment alrcl\dy ined ab Canning
seems inexpediont., B Do w

7, If however a Custom Housu were’ onco cmctcd and:some ac-
commodation for Custowms oflicers, a small-establishmontiisueh as is
employed ab-Balasoreor Chittagoiigy might:be. entertdined; and,
should the trade of the port call for it, tho establishmont inight be
increased from time to time, « 110 e ' hig

T have, &e., *
. (Signed) J. A, CRAWFORD,

Collector of Customs,
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2. The réturn of ‘the ongunl letter with your véply ds re-
qucstcd

"1 have the honor to be, .

Sir,

Your most obedient-servant,
8. C. BAYLEY,
‘Jmn’m‘ Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal.

No. 141. -
Cucwm & Soutn BASTERN RAtwway Coyy <L, -
' "alcutta, 16th December 1864,

| Fron . o ) -
§ i “Tys AGENT, CALCUTTA & SOUTH EASTERN
g PR RAILWAY COMPANY, “TLrurrep.”
To v ) =
8. C. BAYLEY, Eso,
Junior Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal,

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your No. 4131
of the 6th instant, communicating the refusal of His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor to the request contained in my No. 110 of
the 13th September to the Consulting Engineer in the Railway
Départment.

2. I cannot, but feel that this decision will entail considerable
inconvenience upon the metdliants using the mew port of Canning,
indeed it will unquestionably tend to impede generally tho m.
port of goods via that port, and more cspecially the import of
bale and picce goods. As you are aware, sich articles have under
existing circumstances to be brought within the Caleutta Custom
Bouse before they are passed, and it is obvious that if this Tule is
adhered to, in the case of goods imported viA Canning much “incon-
venience will result, and considerable additional transit charges will
e incurred even upon those goods intended for the Caleutta market;
while'still heavier charges will be incurred upon goods not destined
for Caleutta.

lix

- 3.~ If therefore His Honor considers, that, the time has not arriw‘red
to afford full Custom House facilities-at Canning, I would ab 1eja§b
submit that it is desirable to'so modify the rule to which I allude

as to admit of the passing gf the imports at Canning, while tho -

duty may continue to be paidat Caleutta.

4. In the “5th parsi:lof the lettor” from the Sccretary to the
Board of 5, sent for my information, it is observed that at
Canning ¢ there House accommodation, .and no
Tiouses for the accomu on-of the Customs - officers.” “This s
undoubtedly true ; entailing very greab inconvenience upon every
shipper usmg the new port, and'T would ‘therefore take this oppor-
‘tunity-of urging upon; the nbion of Government the importance
of erecting, af a comparatively small- cost, & 'l)mhlmg suitable for
the present wants of bhe‘place ; Government has.reserved as a
Qustom House site a large and valuable plot of land adjoiningthe
Railivay, for the ‘cléaring -and improvemsnt? of; hich: fothing has
been: done, 'and the erection here of -a,commodious Bungalow would.
2dd- materially to the commercial facilities of the new port.

T have the honor to be, .

refer pmssm" hom at CJ.Iultta




|

Ix

In stating that importers would generally prefer passing goods at:
Caloutta, it was intended to convey that they would prefer paying
their duties at Caleutta. The agent of the Calcutta and South Eastern:
Railway now makes application that such examination of goods im-
ported, as are required by the Customs regulations, should take place
at port Canning, and that the goods should not be required to be
conveyed for examination to the Calcutta Custom House. This

lication the C i think ble. They arc not at pre-
sent aware that any vessels bringing import cargo are expected to
arrive at port Canning, but whenever advices of shipments destined.
for port Canning are rcceived, they think the necessary arrange-
ments for appraising goods there should be made by Government,

1 return the enclosure of your letter and remain

Sir,
Your obcclicnt'ser\':ml.,
I W. I WOOD,

Seeretary.

No 310.

Frox
Tse HON'BLE A. EDEN,
Secretary to the Government of Dengad,
To .
Tut SECY. 10 i BOARD or REVENUE, L, P.

Fore William, the 21st January 1865.

Cuslos.
Sir,—In b of the from this Officc

No. 4133, dated the 6th ultimo, I am directed to forward herewith
- Datod 10t instant, a copy of aletter* received from the Ben-

gal Chamber of Commerce, and, with ro-
Terence thereto, to state that it appears to the Licutenant-Governor
that there is no prosent necessity for increasing the Customs es-
tablishment at Canning on the Mutlah, as there would, in point of
fact, be nothing for such an establishment to do. When the port
3s really resorted to by vessels bringing an import cargo it will be
necessery to have a sufficient cstablishment for appraising and pass.

Ixi

ing goods on the spot in subordination to the Collector of Customs
at Calcutta ; and the Board will then no doubt be able to make
arrangements by which importers will be able to pay duty oither at
Canning, or at the Calcutta Custom.House as they may prefer.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Yomr most obedient servant,
A. EDEN,

Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

No. 312.

Copy forwarded 1o the Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce for information with reference to his letter No.—, dated the
10th instant.

J. GEOGHEGAN,
For Secy. to the Government of Bengal.
Forr WILLIAM, }

The 215t January 1865

No. 1321.
TFrox
S. C. BAYLEY, Esq, .
Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal.
To
Tnxi SECRETARY or e BENGAL
CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Fort Willium, the 27th February 1863.
Genoral.

Sir,—I am directed to forward the accompanying copy of a letter,
dated the 9th instant, from Messrs: Borradaile, Schiller and Com-

pany, Sccretaries to the port Canning Land Investment, Reclama-

tion, and Dock Company, Limited, containing a proposal for the

s



Isii
i

tablish 1 hi

t,of: a line: of; 1 between port
Cauning and Halliday d, and T am to request that the Chamber
will be so'good as to favor the Licutenant-Governor with an expres-

sion of their opinion on the proposalas‘sdon as possible.

O UGS e hionor o be,

From:A..P. -Ho\rsz.x., Esq;i ‘Under-Secretary-to-the Government of
India, Home Department,—(No. 1471, dated-thie 15th+ Februsry
1860: )14 vainiioil bps ston Balirieng ad v frorseler o

Forw arde_gl to,_(_’._l:e G ernment of; Bengal for carly report.

From MESshS. BoRRADAILE, SCHILLER AND Coxraxy, Secretaries
.and Treasurers of the port Canning Land Investment, Reclama-
tion, and Dock Company, Linited, to B, C Baviey, Isq., Se-
erctary to the Government of India, Home Department,—(dated
the 9th February 1865.)

Sir,—We have the honor, on behalf of the Directors of this
Company, to bring before you, for the consideration of Government,
the necessity for providing telegraphic communication between port
Canning and Halliday Island.

The directors feel confident that within a very short period a large
number of vessels may be expected to arrive in the Mutlah, and
therefore deem it unnecessary to” poiiit oit further o Government
the very great boon which would be conferred on the mercantile

generally should Government feel disposed to extend the.
communication as ahove suggested.

(True copy )
THOMAS JONES,

Registrar, Bengal Secretariat,

Ixiii

BeNeat CraMper or CoMMERCE,
Calcutta, 15th March 1865.
8. C. BAYLEY, Esa.,
Jundor-Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

Sir,—The Committee of the Cthamber of Commerce desire me to
acknowledge your letter No. 1321, of the 27th ultimo, and to state
inreply that having regard to the successful establishment of tho
Port Canning Land Reclamation and Dock Company, and to the
efforts which, it is not doubted, will now be made by the promoters
and others who have acquired ‘@n interest in the project to develop
port Canning as an auxiliary portto Calcutta ; the Committee are
of opinion there is sufficiont: expectation of such a number of ves-
sels resorting to the Mutlih as will warrant the consideration of a
line telegraph between the projected port and Halliday Tsland.

I have the honor to be, de.,

H, W. L. WOoD,

Secretary.




Int eBud"ct htcmcn(,fol' 1863-64, ﬂle smpluq of qcpmg -ovor
p\llcnglntgm was  estimated: ab.
which was afferwards reduced in . the.. ve-
gular estimate to £31,520. . The actual surplus is £78,317. - o

The rovenue of 1863-64 was £44,613,032, which was ouly £358,168
less than the Budget estimate, although - “opium” was deficient in
+he large sum of .£1,168,001. The increase under ‘“land,” . “forest,”
“abkarce,” ““assessed taxes,” “customs,” and stamps,” amount-
ed to £1,303,435. - The only one of the ordinary sources of revenue
which fell short of the estimate hesides *“opium”. was ¢ salt.”
The deficiency under this head amounted to £366,704, It chiefly
oceurred in Bengal, and was caused by the previously. over-stocked
state of the market.

The expenditure amounted to ,544 734,685, which was £44,260
more than the Budget cstimate.” The pnnupwl heads of increase
were £305,793, advances for “ opium,” arising from the higher
rate of payment to the cultivator upon an increased crop ; ¢ Indian

navy and marine,” £260,699, caused by unexpected delay in making
the reductions which had been determined upon; and £380,423. for
additional grants for “ Public Works” On the other hand, “law
and justice” was £127,450, “Police” £120,812, “interost” £249,958,
and “net expenditure in England” £5060,670, less than the Budget
estimate,

T now proceed to what is_ called the l'cgnlm' estimate of the cur-
renb year .1864-65, which is founded. in
general upon the actual receipts and -ex-
penditure of eight months, and upon an cstimate of the remaining
four.

‘Aefiunl rosults of 1803-65:

Revenue of 1864-65.

£480,775,:

Ixv

# Tand revenue” shows a decrease of £170,200 ‘compared with the
Budget estimate, and of £208,623 compared with the actual re-
ceipts of 1863-64, caused by the deficiency in the fall of rain in the
North-west provinces and -Oudh, ‘by the” inundation in the Masuli-
patam district, and by diminished sales of Khas Mehals in Bengal..

In “Torest” there is an:increase of £35,980 compared with the
Budget estimate, and of £51,687 compm-ed with the ‘actual re-
ceipts of 1863-64.. i

In  Abkarce” therc is an increase of £18‘y,270 over ﬂxe Budget
estimate, and of £212,680 over the actual receipts of 1863-64. As
it cannot be alleged, in the present state of the abkarce adminis-
tration, that undue cncouragement is given . to-drinking, this large
increase furnishes satisfactory cvidenco. of. the.improved circum-
stances of ‘the "poople.

“Salt” and ¢ Stamps” also show satisfictory icrease. Salt is
£181,740 Dbeticr than the Budget estimate, and £588,5654 more
than the actual receipts of 1863-64 ;. while stamps are £167,870 in
excess of ‘the Budget estimate, and £176,924 above the actual re-
ceipts of 1863-64,

In ¢ Assessed Taxes” there is an’increase of £48,830 compared
with the Budget estimate, and a decrease of £247,132, avising from,
the reduction of the rate from 4 to 3 per cent., compared ‘with the
actual receipts of 1863-64.

¢“Customs” are £55,590 less than the Budget cstimate, and
£128,691 less than the actual receipts of. 1863-64. This can only
be accounted for by the continued depression of the import trade,
from which the greater part of the Customs révenuc is derived.
Sufficient time has not eclapsed to see'the full effect’ of the reliel

« afforded last year by the reduction of the ten por -cent. duty upon

unenumerated articles to seven and a half per ‘cent.

The state of the  Opium?” revonue and>expenditure requires par-
ticular notico. By adhering too long to an
wsufficient * rate of paynﬂent to' the ryots,
¥he opium produced-in the Bengal agencies was reduced in 1859-G0
10 21,427 chests, 'and-the sale price ‘was raised to Rs. 1,846 chest,
which must soon have caused an increased production of the drug
in China and other countries. The payment to the ryots was then
increased to Rs, 3-8, Rs. 4, and at last, fn ‘onc step, to Rs. b a seer,

2

Opium Revenue 6f 1864-65.
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and the cultivation swas extended to districts where: an inferior
opium ig-‘obtained: at:an increased: cost:-:The consequences were not
Tully realized 4ill: 1864:65; -wheri' this high rate  of payment coricur-
2ing; with. an; junusually, favorable:, séason,:: the .crop anexpectedly
mounted to 64,269, chests..;; The effect: of  this vhas ‘been injurious iri
¥wo ways.;, Extra grants,tothe amount:of :£644,300; have had to be
made to complete the settlement witl the ryots for 1863-64;rand the
price at, the Calcu hasibeenreduced . below what it has been
for, many years,.whereby the. export: of opium from: Malwa:and
Guzerat:has;been alsoichecked. - - - . Sy o
-/Taking charges and xeceipts togethery the-mnet: opium: revenue:of
y 8063:61 and 186465 is less than thiat of $hestwoipreced-
1,777,217, the chargeshaving increased by £1,708,590,
ts, having fallen. off by, £68,627.

-'The:figures, are-as

2-63.:. First two yenrs.

L * Last, two yours,
81,000, £7,514,120 £14,346,110
707,840 ' £5,014,333

Worse in
last two
) yoars.

L£14,316,110 £ 68,627
£ 5,014,333 £1,708,500

-+, £ 0,381,766 £1,777,217

< Tho ,Budget, ‘estimate “aubicipatod  under ' Opium,” from Bengal

£5,200,000,::and, fromBombay 63,000,000, together £8,200,000.
Owing to the large increase of the quantity for sale,
ostimate -will, probably - ez renlized, biit; in consequenco of - the pre-
vailing  low: prices, -passes: have. not: been taken out at.Indore and

Almodabad o sthe; extentsexpected, and: the general -yesulb is an
estimated deficiency of. £685;880. 1. .. : .

The: receipts under: the \remainifg : heads
rules,

tho Bengal

acerue under no fixed
but.vary with the circumstances of the. year.

increase of £412,216- compaxed :with-the Budget es
£543,454  compared with-tlie- actual receipts . of
decrease. under Post. - Office”

They showan
timate, and of
1863-64. ' The
is atbibutable -to--the abolition

%‘@“
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of the bullock train, -against whichi there is?a rreduction in tho
charges. - The nincrease inder:4¢ Law:and: Justice~and. Police”:of
-£58;730 isi due: o' transfer:from ¢¢ Tributes and Cotitributions” ‘to

*¢Police,” and to'i ised collectis decicase: undé
“Marine” i Sed:by:anover: 3 e of any
detailed-:estimito) | Ths' increase = 3 due'to the
Targesum’ Fecoived from:the Salt of building sitobiat Bormbay. 1

transfor! of:. thoxbalance cof tho-Blionsla fuf
ucting £30,849, invested
mentfrom certain i
chargeable ionithis fand
thie: & “was kpaidsout: of "rovenue: The ‘Whole'of the pensions
have:now:heencliarged ‘against ‘revenue, and the fund has ceased
to oxist. The increase under “ Interost” is caused by ‘inereased in-
vestments-of thi¢ Ciurency Department; and the dividends upon ad~
ditional shares in $h¢ banks of Madras and Bombay.

The fc’\'cnuesvand receipts of the year, including « Opium,” are
£120,236 moro than the Budget estimate, and £1,671,074 more than
the actual. receipts. of 1863-64. . Excluding - ““Opium,” there is an

Jinerease in revenues and receipts, compared with “the Budget esti-
‘mate, of £806,116, and of £988,953 compared with the actual receipts
of 18063-64.

To proceed to the cstimated‘cxpcndimre of the cwrrent year
1864-65 : the increase of £15,597 under
“Customs” arises from recent revisions of
establishmerits ‘at ‘Calcutta: and  Bombay, whereby ‘the' collection of
the’ révenue  at" those! ports’ilias been placed on-a more efficient
foobing, i i ol

The increase under: “ Saltj!'<£30,943, is caused by higher rates for
the purchase and transport ‘ofisalt:for i Malabar, and by increased
manufacture in consequence of 'the:large quantity of salt destroyed
in the Krishna district by the lateinundation.

“The dneréase under * Opium,”:£453,679, is for the additional ad-
vances,” amountingto 1:£644,300, already roferred to as having been
maderon :account. ofithé pitcoding zyonr 1863-64, less a saving of
£190,621 ijon the ~ordinary “expenditure of 1864-65. Compared
with the actual ‘expénditureof 1863-64; 'thoincrease is £401,347,

‘Expenditure of 1864-05.

e
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Ou the other hand, there js a saving of £16,000 for reducqﬁ expen-

is £630,! 691.
The, 1381 gato, gront, fm “ I‘ubhu W

ot 8B

purposes X
TImprovement of the jails in Bcngul and tlle Central
vmco‘x, amdworks,at the . Cou

Repam of . damages. causod;
Complcbmn of the, new opiuny g‘ d.

in progressiii
Additional guuh for;
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orks charged

yidi, excess of the o\mml c:hmmte by
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«Railway supervision and cost
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o7, 7 Compared with the s
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“Salaries and expenses of Public Deps
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The:i increasesof: £24;605under® ““Edtication;! Seiciice; ‘and Art®
chiéfiy.arisesat,
of 1863:04, theraisranincrens
i£143,994::40
G 1016

tion.
Tt

the rcgulur restimatel of . 1864-65icavises biic
Bombay: “Budgetuostimate of the. d
for the-year-1863-64.

The .1 e 1ofr:£88,031:undef’ “ Miscellaneous and Civil Con-

ti ies-is caused by diture arising out of the htc cal'unnﬁy
b it .chargcs ‘onorerhittancesiof treasiiro;xloss
“on the:withdrawal from i ficlipped cobiiu the Punjabycand

loss-on:the .sdleito tlie Currency-Departmentiiof. & Dortion of ‘the
Government!rpromissory hotes: purchased :oitt of i the- surplus cwsh
balancéslin1863.:TFho intorest, (saved: Dby:the ipurchase?of this'i
tion of the securities was larger than-the: apparent. loss of :capital
Dby £6,420.> Compared with: the actual expenditure of 186&64 there
is'a dininished: 'chargs of £42,930:: /1 7 1l i

The saving of£83,229 in « Intezust” arises from' too : smalll o de-
duction having been. made in:respect.of i ‘unclaimed dividends,

“Guaranteed interest onRailway: capital, less ‘net Traffic ve-
coipts;” shows. a. saving ‘ of :£234,500, arising: from ‘an “inctease of
_1,246«:87 in: the.net traffic recsipts of thie current year:beyond: the
sum assumed in-the: Budget restimat Cotipared: with* the * actual
c‘xpendlturc of 1863-64, the saving is £280,867.  Considering the
great extent of. Railivdy twhich! hasilately been opened;.and the rapid
growth’of the traffic, theretis reason to helieve that this' charge
reached its miaxivdumi: lagt yearyand that it will hencoforth steadily
diminish. - There is a frther considerable roductic in7the. Budget
estimate, -

Acéording - to the: reguilar estimate, the net increase of expen-
diture compared with the Budget estimate amounts to £1,287,667.
Somewhat less than half of this exéoss'fa: “ddditional militaiy éxpen-
diture:aused by the-increas of: /prices;the Bhootan :war; 'm;dulm-
provemonts:of various:kinds | which(:Havs: ‘been imadé ! in‘favor-lof
officers'and men, andthé remaindér’; ‘may.beé waidito havc heen g
vested in opivita ind Public Works:: e «

Ixxi

The Budgot estimate for. 1864-65..assumed 2 surplus. of :income
= ‘J- i1 over ndi of :£823,288:
s to:the i regular-~estimate; - there! willilic a
deficit of £344,143, being! a' difference
against the Budget -estimate® of:-Ll; lG7r,431, whmhmcumpnsed as
already explained;; of—:: -
Increase:-of . revenues and 1ecelpts
Ancrease.of expenditure:ie:nfi vaill

Tosult of th
1864-65, 8 oW BRI

* Difference:

-According.to the estimate - of  cash balances attached to-the Bud-
get estimate of* 1864:65;+ the:amountin -therIrdian ‘Tréasuries on
the:30th o “April 1865 should:have:.been £13,819,697. «According
to-the . corresporiding statement rattachied tothe:regular. estimate,
it willi be:£10,979,859, ior | £2, 839 838 Tess. \’Uns Jargen differerice
arises from the following causes i

Ast.—From: the cash balancé tlm commcncumenL of the finan-
cial year 1864-65 having been taken‘on'22nd-March:1865:£1,901,822
below. the-amountat which-it had:beén estimated: on the-7th April
1864, Of. this- difference: of ' :£1;901;822, -only £87,784 iwas c'mscd
Dby-variations in the:revenues and-charges.~ i

2nd.—From  variations: between the ‘veceipts uud dlsbulsemcnts
in tho - cash :transactions: of the Indian( treasuries, «as stated on the
7th Apul 1561 and on the 22nd Mmch IBGJ, iz - SIS

it tine

e
Receipts increased from £60,264;097-to £61,070, 842
increase . KX T 806,745
Disbursements " | mcreased from £60,.‘),8,234 to = -
 £62,722,995, inoreae L vt tull 1,744,761
e Difference £938,016

£1,901,822+4£938,016=£2,839,838. . 0

«The:conly. ;. investmetits which"have been made! out!of:the cash
‘balances in:1864:65 are:!£174;000 for tho: Government: share of the
increased capital of the Banlks:of :Bengaland Bombay, and “£80,000
for paying off Treaswry Notes belonging!ito the:Suitors’ funds of
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the Recorder’s Courts in- the Straits Settlements. On the other
hand, the balances have been' strengthened by the transfer to the
Currency Department of o portion of the Governmént Securities
which were purchased in the beginning of 1863 by the disburse-
ment -of a million sterling out of the cash balances, when they
Jamounted to upwards of £19,000,000,. The amount so obtained at
the date the regular estimate was closed was £535,000; and‘the
proceeds of the remainder, £405,660, will be paid'into tlie Treasury
in 1864-65. This increases the balance on the 30th April to that
extent. As the interest is credited to the Government and the re-
maining deposits are more than sufficient to meet every possible
demand of the Currency Department, tlis is practically-a perma-
nent loan without interest.

The revision of the cash balances alluded to in my last financial
statement has been completed, and it has become apparent that, by
properly limiting the sums to be rotained in the district Tx'casn;ie;
the public expenditure may be-carried on i Y

ith a smaller aggregate
balance than has heret been Thie .

» : idered ary. This re-
sult is due in a great degree to the progress of Railways, and “as
gold and paper take the place of silver in the currency, it' will be
more fully attained. Besides diminishing the stock of sl;ecie in cir.
c{\lation and depriving the public of the use of o portion of its asse(:s~
high cash balances have a tendency to relax the motives to econ '
on the part of public servants, and to encourage others to (I-Omi
upon the Government for assistance when they ought to hel :{’e“

sel\-es: The English practice of confining the cash s
fvhat xstrz.mllyf necessary to work the expenditure, aud, if more money
1s wanted, of raising it by taxati 3 is, pre

old Indian practice, ;opicdyfmm t;:x; anltiioen:t,at‘:s P;l‘j rlc'm‘)l'c Jm' o
finite hoards under the name of casl, balances, g inde-

balances to

Erponditws ot 15055, 1 Shall nOW proceed to o g
) expenditure for 1865-66,
. 1:"1'?<1\|§tlon of £44,680 under ‘¢ Allowances, Refunds and Dr
hacks ™ is chiefly due to the expivation of thej 't e
connected with which are always large, o ome ey, thertunde
The expenditure undor
been constantly on the inci i
‘ ease since 1861:62, ]
only to £2,030,489, Last year a cireular o

imate of tho

‘
Land Revenue, Torest, and Abkaree ” hag

] hen it amounted
Was issued calling atton.

.

_ allotvatices

1kxiii .

“oitothe ticcossily for kiepig {1
#rol, Bub Hherdis; movertheless) a7y
prved with Al Biadget estimate 61864
growtiiof the tomy

TTHY i Gauked Ty tin

Feqiiived” i th

nsequeiit won” the ¥ide™ of Wagies and“prices
1 dlso been o Faetlict incredse of éxponditire for the organ;
of thioforest establishmen B ey adl g
“Pho fuctease of €15
explainad, by the 1

907 et # Crstoms™ i canised, as” al
‘establishments b Calcutia

Jombay. R ;

“Uindler: “ Salt™ tliore is 40 inoreased-expenditiivg of £42,555 “Gom-
pared with 1863-64, and of £16,823 compared with the Budget' csti-
mate, while theieis'a deereass ' of £14,120 - comparéd “with the re-
gular cstimate of '1864-65." ‘It will he remembered that in the re-
guliv estinate for the current year, some cxtraordinaty oxpendibie
was'provided for uider this head which is not likely to recur.”

The laxge  Feduction” in the  opium expenditure, “amdunting to
£351,693. compared with 1863-61, and £753,040 " compared With the
yegular estiniate of 1664165 is ¢aused by a ditmintition both in ‘the
quantity of opiiini'to bé provided, and in the* rate of p:tynicnt for
it, which will be more fully explained ander Revénue.”,” |
"The deercase-of £28,702 tnder “ Mint” cmnp:‘u'ed"\viﬂ": 1863-64,
and of £102,685 compived With the Dudget estimate of 1864-65, is
caused by the more corroct mode of oxhibitiiig the copper received
for coinage from England; wehich s beén explained in connection
with the regular estinate. ' N

Undér * Post Office ” 'thie “decrease of £71,181 compared with
1863-64, and of £61,005°as compared With the Budget estimate, of
1864-65, iss chused by the abolition of the bullock train. The in-
creiise of £15,180 compared with the regular estimate arises: partly
fromn numerous rovisions of establishment to improve the cfficiency
ofthe Post Office §el'\'ice, and partly from the necessity which has
ariseni for increasing rates of pay and contract allowances owing to
dearness of provisions. The Post Office establishments were, from
their” natwre, more iinmediately affected by these changes, and
the re-idjustment ‘hag been miade with o careful. attention to
cconomy,” o

‘ I
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The whole amount which has:been appropriated in aid of Tocaf
works from the Income tax dwring the' five years of -its incidence
is £1,500,000, or- at the rate of £300,000 a year.. This will' now
cease, and local flmds will haveto meet the demands upon thcm
without furtherissistance from :the public revenue.

The civil expenditure for Public Works for 1865-66 has been ' fixed
as follows on the basis of the original appropriation -of last year,
excluding the extra grants made in the course of the year =~ "

£
Civil Buildings . 650,000
Works of Public lmprn\cxmnb Lo 2,000,000
Tstablishments ... ¢ - 800,000
Total w. o £3450.000

Divided 'among all the local governments and administrations,
this.sum 'will bavely ‘suffice, ab the present prices of labor and ma-
tevials, o Provide for the most wigent wants of bhis great. Continent.
The proportion available for ‘works of itrigation may be estimated, ab
the outside, at £500,000, but half of this is required for-the main-
tenance ‘of the existing works in_every part of British India, upon
which the due realization of the land revenue depends. The annual
sim reinaining ‘available for new works of irrigation is, therefore,
only £250,000, which is not sufficient even to complete, within a rea-
sonable period, the greab works which have been already commenced.

This grant bas beéen carefully allotbed ameng the different local
governments, and is to he regarded as final. The practice of making
additional grants in the course'of the yean isto be discontinued, ox-

cept under cir of arcully extraodi nature ; and all
urgenit wants not provided for in the Budget estimate will, therefore,
have to be met by re-appropriation from other works whicl can be
]mepnucd. The sums assigned for civil buildings, works of+ public
, and establish 1, ave lable to variation at the dis-
cubmn of the locul governments, provided the total amount allotted.
10, cach Government is nob exceeded,
The paramount necessity of providing the Darracks required forr
the health of the Buropean broops and the works of
which the public security in sume degree depends, has long heen

defence wpon
ad-

%‘—‘

Ixxvii
mitted, but the preliminary arrangements-have only lately heen com-
pleted. « The total outlay- will, probably, noi- be much - less - than
£10,000,000, including the cost . of establisl 5 and the work is
obviously. one which ought to be carried on as fast as the requisite
preparations can be made. . The expenditure. on this dccount for
1863-60 is estimated at £1,000,000, after:which it will proceed at an
increased rate until the object has been accorplished.

The other sums required for the service of the year 1865-66 under
the head of Public Works are :—

£
Tor the ordinary repairs of wilitary buildings ... 250,000
Public Works at Bombay charged on the proceeds
of the sales of land at that place 700,000,
Twenty per cent. appropriated from the Income, T1\, 110,000
‘Railway supervision and cost of land .. 207,425
TLoss by Railway. exchange . 171,215

The total amount required under every head of Pubhc Works for
1865-G6 is, therefore, £5,888,640, which is £529,910 ‘more than the
Budget for 1864-65, and £202,823 more than -the regular estimate.
The increase is caused by the addition of £400,000.for new military
works, including the due proportion of . establishments, of £495 670
for Public Works at Bombay charged on the local sales of land, of
£70,000 . for civil buildings, 'and £10,000 for establishments. On
the other hand, Railway supervision is.less by £102,075, the sum ap-
propriated ‘from the income tax, by £140,000, loss by Railway
exchange, by. #85,665, and works of public. improvement, by
£118,000.

Whatever may be the general oblechons to providing for auy por-
tion of the public expenditure by means of loans, it is evident: that
the large sums which will be required for some, years to come for
military works cannot -be furnished from the rovenue of the year
in addition to.all the other demands upon it, without an increase of
taxation, which would interfere with the prosperity of the country,
and that it would not, thercfore, be right to imposc on the existing
sencration the entire charge for works which are intended for the'
ple has heen acted

public service for all time to come. This pring
upon in the parallel case of the dock-yard fortifications in England.
The argument, applies with inereased force to new  works for iniga-
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Pudget estimate of 1864-65, and £593,354 miore {han the regular
estimate of the same year. This large incredse of expendituwre is
“caused by a new charge of £750,000 for the construction of ves-
sels for the transport. of troops to India.

“Guaranteed Interest on  Railway capital, less net Traffic ro-

ceipts” is estimated £1,234,000 against £1,388,416 in 1864-65 or -

£154,416, less. The guaranteed interest payable in England has
inereased by only £154,000, while the not trafiic reccipts in India
are expected to inerease by £276,333.

The total estimated expenditure for 1865-66 is £47,186,930,which

shows the following increasos:—
Compared with the actual expenditure of 1863-61... £2,652,245
N w  Budget Estimato of 1864-65 ... £1,846,348
. » Rogular Estimate .. £558,681

T will now muke such remarks as may be

Revenue of 1863-G6. .
necessary on the estimate of the revenue of

1565-6

Tt is.proposed to take the estimate of “Land Revenue” at
£20,208,190. This is-£95,233 less than was actually received in
1663-G1, which included £280,000 from the sale of IKChas Mehals in
Bengal against an estimated receipt of £80,000 in 1865-66.  On the
other hand, it is £113,390 more thau the estimated receipts of
1864-65; but these Inst were diminished by the inundation at Madras
and the partial failure of the rains in the North-West Provinces.

The estimated receipts from “Forest” are £383,000, being £78,557
more than the receipbs in 1863-64. This is a smaller increase than
may be expected from the arrangements which have been made for
the more perfect organization of the forest department.

“Abkarce” is estimated at £2,335,320, which is only £62,370 more
than is expected to be received in the ourrent year,
increase in previous years has been much larger,

Under “ Assessed Taxes” the estimate is taken for the ]
v of the Income Tax, w

The rate of

ast quart-
hich expires by law on the 3lsb of July
next. The sum expeeted to be received is £551,140, which includes
a considerable wnount of avrears, |
The estimate for the ‘¢ Customs” v
£192,781 compared with 19
regular estimate of 166

evenue shows a decrease of
-64, and of £64,190 compared with the
This allows for a loss of £40,000 in
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consequence ‘of the reduction of the duty upon saltpetre from two
upees o one rupee a maund, and assumes the continuance of the
depressed state of the import trade, It may be hoped that the result
will not justify this expectation.

The “ Salt” revenue is estimated at £5,782,880,which is £747,184
more than the receipts of 1863-64, and £158,630 more than the
amount expected to be received in the current year, This estimate
iy fully justified by the previous growth of this braunch of revenue, by
the additional facilities for the conveyance of salt into the interior,
Ty the improved preventive arrangements in several provinces, and.
by an estimated increase of £70,000 expected to be realized by
an additional duty of four annas a maund in the Bombay Presidency.

In estimating the “ Opiuin” revenue for tho current year, the point

of immedidte importance is the quantity
of opium likely to be brought to saleat
Caleutta. This is expected to be 59,513 chests, i. e., two-thirds
of the last crop, which amounted to 64,269 chests, and one-third
of the crop of thie current year, which is estimated at 50,000 chests:

Bub the means which have been taken to regulate the future pro-
duction of opium in Bengal must not be left out of sight. It has been
determined that the price to be paid to the ryots shall be reduced from.
Rs. 5 to Rs. 4-8 a scer; that the cultivation in the Benares Agency
shall be diminished until the average yield bears the same proportion
to that of the Patna Agency as it bore in 1859-60, when the selling
prices of the two kinds of opium were nearly cqual ; and that 45,000
chests shall be the standard provision from' the two agencies in
future years. Taken in tion with the ly i i
demand in China, and the ¢heck which has been given to the growth.
of native opium there, by the increased importations of the superior
TIndian produce, these arrangemeénts to limit the quantity in Bengal
cannot fail to cxercise a favorable influence upon the sales towards
the close of the next financial year, and it may be hoped that in
the following years they will secure as near an- approach to a maxi-
mum neb receipt as can be expected from'so variable a branch of
revenue.

The average price at the last threc sales has been Rs. 841 per
chest, and after giving duc weight to the prececing considerations,
it has been debermined to take the estimate for Bongal opium at
Rs. 850 per chest.  Adding to this £165,000 for Miscellancous and
Abkarce Revenue, the estimate for Bengal will amount to £5,223,600,
!

Opium Revonue of 1865-66.
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by £204,654. To the sum of - £46,488,760, the estimated income of
the year, has to be ddded the £1,200,000, which it has been deter-
mined to borrow for military and il‘rig\xhim; works inaid of Llw“.\vuys
and means of the ycar; making the:total receipts; £47,638,760. .

As the estimated expenditureis £47,186,930;
there will bea surplus of £501,830.

The estinate of expendituro for next’ year: hasheen taken on a
liberal ‘stale oven according to the increased’ rates 6{ prices and

Expected result of 186565,

wages; and'if the Bhootan war soon comes to a close, there ought,

with proper ouonomy, to beia considerable saving in Lhc large army
grant.

The estimate of receipts only asswnes the normal increase of the
ordinary branches of revenue, -whereas- something more than this
has begun to appear.  The vast expenditure of late years upon rail
ways, roads, and other -works auxiliary to production has begun to
bear fruit,‘especially in teference to the remarkable increase of bulky
exportable produce. Bven in a strictly financial view, the guaranteed
railway systern is showing decided symptoms of improvement. The
opium revenue has also passed its crisis and may be more relied
upon than heretofore. Every item which could be open to question
has been - excluded from’ the estimate. Jor instance, in order
4o simplify and clear the accounts, the Government has de-
termined that the ordinary deposits in the treasuries shall, after a
certain period, be carried to the public credit, subject to their being
repaid oub of revenue whenever a claim is: established to them.
Under this head T was entitled to the benefit of large sums  which
must sooner or later be passed through the Budget balance sheet,
whic is the great profib and loss account of the empire ; but as it
‘might have been objected ‘that, although properly credited to revenue,
this action upon the deposits will not bring’ a rupee into the trea-
suries which is not aleady there, the change has been postponed
to a time when it will not be opeén to misconstruction. Neither has
tlie more substantial resouree of the purchase money of the 24-Per-
gunnahs and Jessore Sunderbuns been taken credit for.

Tt is true that the ways and means of the year ave, to the extent
of £1,200,000, composed of borrowed” money. Bub this loan has
nothing in common with the shifts and  expedicnts of insolvent or
cmbarrassed States, Tt is the result of a diseriminating policy
which confines taxation to its just ohjects, and provides by loan for
repreductive worky and for works of every kind which are on such
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ascale as would tod severcly strain the resources of a single genera-
tion. The best cmployment of mouey is that which the industrial
classes make of their annual savings for their own sake, and it is
10 realadvantage to the community to interfere seriously with this
natural process and to cause general harassment and discontent in
order ‘to accelerate the exccution of Public Works. - Even if the
.condition of the finances were all that could be desired, it would
still be expedient to limit taxation to the proper business of Go-
vernment, and to provide for reproductive works by means of speci-
ally appropriated funds, N

One item of receipt will not recur. The remaining quarter’s In-
come Tax, including arrears and deducting the charge of collection
and the twenty per cent. appropriated to local funds, amounts to
£421,750.  If this were struck out of the Budget of 1865-66, there
would still be a small surplus. If things remain the same, thero
will still be this surplus in 1866-67.

It is proposed to make a moderate addition to the estimated sur-
plus of £501,830 by having recourse -to a
class of taxes which, when they have been
imposed with proper reserve, have always proved a valuable resource
of Indian finance.

The old policy of the East India Company was to levy low rates
of duty both upon exports and imports. However contrary this
practice may have been to some received maxims of political eco-
nomy, it was suited to the circumstances of the country, for,
owing partly to the abundance and' richness ‘of:the productions of
India, and partly tothe simple habits of the people, the exports of
merchandize have always greatly excceded the imports, and our
Indian exports havein general sucha hold upon foreign markets
that they can bear some duby without being seriously checked.

This policy has of late years been departed from to a cortain ex-

Additional export dutics.

tent. Under the financial pressure caused by the mutiny, the 5 per '

cent. import duties were raised to 10 per cent., and in some cases to
20 per cent., but they wore last year reduced to 7} per cent., while
the year before the duty upon iron was rendered nominal. - On the
other hand, the duty upon several staples of the export trade was
entirely remitted in 1860, with the exception of the duty upon
salbpetre. which was raised toa rate inconsistent with the pros-
pority of the trade, and it has lately been reduced by one-half,

So far as India possesses the monopoly of the foreign market, or
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adecided superiority- over all other countries taken together, an
export duty must bo paid by the consumer. So far as exported
articles are met by an effeclive competition. in the foreign market,
the duty must be paid by-the producer. But thero never wasa
time when Indian producers -were so well able to bear a moderate
charge. While the of the land revenue has boon'dimi-
nished, the price of agricultural produce has risen, and persons of
every class connected with the cultivation of the land enjoy unusual
prosperity. In must also be borne in mind that the heaviest expen-
diture in public works is for the construction of roads to facilitate

- the conveyance of exportable commoditics to the -coast. The tea

and coffee districts have, besides, to be provided with almost every
thing which constitutes the outfit of a civilised adniinistration.
Jute, wool, tea and coffee were placed on the free list in 1860,
previously to which they were subjocted to the normal duty of
3 per cent., charged on unenumerated articles, The increase, which
has taken place in their production, and tho high ‘prices which
they have commanded for exportation during the last few years,
show that any reduction of price which might be caused by a mode-
rate duty would in no way discourage the cultivation. Jute when

. manufactured into gunny bags and other articles is charged an ex-

port duty of 3 per cent., and the manufacture of the country is,
thereby, placed at a disadvantage in any market where it may be
Dbrought into competition with ' similar articles manufactured in
England. .

The annual valuc of the exports of these four articles has in-
creased since 1860-61 as follows :—

1860-G1. | 1861-62. | 1862-63. | 1863-64.

£ £ £ £

Jube ... .. .| 400283| 571,736| 811,108 1,698,084
Wool.. .. .| 4730544 862,072 | 1,477,214 | 1,611,644
Tea .. .. .| 101,693 181,314 170,613 | 222,035
Coffeo v .| 240005| 402,004 | 420,480 | 618708
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Thiis'proposed to extenil torthiese’ articles thie normak export: duty
of three perficen pedted to yield £130,000 o
st s

Joar., avag 5 00 faaiad

‘Hides; sugary arit

1ot i ised in the same: propor-
tion; but tliey whuld; meverthéless, bear a low rate-of duty without
any discouragement to the trade: Tt is proposed to subject them- to
a duty of two per‘cent., which will yield about £60,000 a year.

The export duty on grain was increased’ in 1860 from- half an'

anna to two anmas ‘a maund. Much the mostimportant article
under this head is rice. © Although Tndia has no monopoly of. its
production, she provides thelargest portion of the supply for foreign
markets ; and the climate and soil of large tracts are so congeniul to
its cultivation, that it is grown under great advantages, and would
casily bear another anna a maund. The value of the exports has in-
creased in each of the last five years as follows :—

£
1859-60 ... e 2,265,656
1860-61 .. o 2,938,876
1861-62 . 3,285,894
1862-63 ... .. 3,320,923
1863-64 ., . 3,936,709

1t is proposed to raise the export duty on rice and other graing
from two annas to three annas a maund, which is expected to give
an additional £140,000. .

The total estimated increase of tevenue from theso duties is
£330,000, whereby the estimated surplus will be raised to £831,830.

On the other hand, it is proposed to reduce the import duty upon
hops from 7} to one per cent. Thiis is necessary in order to place
the produce of the Indian brewerics on an equal footing with the
beer imported from Bngland, which is liable only to the nominal
duty of one anna a gallon. The loss of revenue will be about £1 ,000.

‘The Income Tax, which, to use Mr.” Wilson’s words,

“was passed
for a Timited period with a view to the pre-
sent emergency,” will expire on the day
appointed by law—the 31st of July next.
As a potent but imperfect fiscal machine, it should be regarded as
the groat, financial reserve of the country ; and it will now be Inid
on the shelf complete in all its goar, ready to be reimposed in case
" of any mew cmergency,

ation of the Income

The Ingome Tax was passed. for five.years from July -31st 1860
: 1 b tho;rate ofwo,per centu.. upony incomes
Gonert vomlta of  #he:  }oprvoon Rs. 200 and Rs. 500 o year, aud
i sofi four ciper eent.: upon . incomes sabove
Rs. 500 ; and, of this last mentioned,fonr periconts, ono por:cent.
\\}as appropriated to roads,.canals, _on:.other.reproductivesasvorks.
The assessment was. to..be.an- annnaligne.: butybefore tho, first
yearhad expired, ran Actiwas: passed,, authorizing :the +Governor
G 1:in, Gounoil £o 1 i thie original for another
yeari. IneMay 1862 this power Avasextended ; to thej rémaining
three years, . and the limit.of exemption was xaisedsfrom Rs4200 to
P..; 0.... From the 31st-of July 1863, the jxate;:of;foun..per.cent.
was.rednced to, three. ;. The original assessment hag, hecome;; obsolete,
incevery sense:.  Persons deriving theirincome,; from salaries, and
the funds pay the full,three per cent.;;butthe;assessments ; made
five yoars ago, which were originally insufficient and unequal, have
becomo, much more so by the great increase of wealthand; by the

change in, the civcumstances of individuals dwring the interyal.
The;, gross amount that will be realized from the Income, Tax in
five years.,will be £8,008,127, and the cost of the establishments
employed in collecting it will be £366,160, or, at the averago rato
of about 4% per cent., leaving £7,641,967 as the. net proceeds of the
tax., The sum appropriated to. local. works will: (be £1,500;000, 50
that the benefit to the general revenue from, the;Income,Tax will
bo about £6,141,967. . Debt tosa much, Jarger samount . than . this
Das been paid off at home, and,in Indix, within the last three. years.
I have followed the usual course in takingitho cost of the, tax at
the exponse of the machinery actually employed,in.; cPlquting,jt,
but in order.to estimate the roal.cost, ,thework it cansed to the
different Governments, Sceretariats, Army, and Police,;the printing,
lati telegraphing, i ..and_allithe ofher, incidents

of ,the tax, should be included. (% g o otriv Laeagd
il ,«Holding the: position I do, it will, of
Thepretent financial posi- .- gouse, o oxpeotod that'T“shonld rexpress
IRE T R -.my opinion on:oux present financial position.
India is prospering beyond all. former jprecedent, The zyot has
bocomo~cmancipated from the :money ender,; and hag, something to

spare for the indulgence of his tastes.and the, improyement of his
cultivation. Wages are rising throughout India, while, at some ,Of
the ports, they have attained almost to Turopean rates, Mercantile
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gains. especially in the west of India, have been as large as they
are liberally spent in charitable; orbamental, and roproductive
works. The great and decisive change has also begun to appear
that the natives, from the Parsee and Marwaree Millionaires down
to the ryots and small traders, bring forward their savings for in-
vostment instead of hoarding them. India has entered upon a
course of industrial activity, and there has been for some time a
remarkable absonce oven of the disquieting rumours which used to
41l p the intervals of actual hostilities.

We stand ab tho commoncem ent of an cconomical and social re-
volution whicl is prognant with the most important results,” In
its boaring upon the people, the benefit seems to be almost without
qualification, but in reforenco to the Government, the matter has o'
double aspect. The increase of prices has passed like a wave over
the whole of India, andhas ponotrated its remotest recesses, It I

as
become necessary to give compensation to the mili

iy forco in
most parts of India, extonding in many cases even to fire-wood for
the men and forage for the liorses. - Tho compensation for a single
native cavalry regimont at Dharwar was at tho rate of upwards of
£10,000 a year until the regiment was ordered to be disbanded. A
rateable increase of pay is given for the same roason t
postal, and ordinary civil subordinate establishm
Presidency and Central {ndia, and, s regards most of them, also in
the Madras Prosidency. In spite of every precantion,
fluence is already sensibly felt throughout the great Bengal Pre-
sidency in raising the standard of the public expenditure, In
every part of India much highor prices have o bo paid for Com-
missariat supplies, and labor and materials of cvery description ,
forevery Civil and Military departmont.

+ The purchasing power of mouey has diminished,
thing.as if the public revenue had beon
siderable amount,

o'the police,
ents in the Bombay

+this in-

It is the samo
positively reduced by a con-
If the balance wore restored by a pro ratd in-
erease on the whole of tho existing taxa

50 atiop, there would bo no real
addition to the burdens of tho people, by

oreased in a still greator proportion.  Tho settloment of the land
tax, however, which is nearly half the ordinary revenue, is proceeding
for the most part at tho reducod rates based upon former low prices.
‘The profits have been left to the agriculturist, and the fruits are
reaped by the Government only in a steadily rising value of land
and in a generalincrease of prosperity and  contentment,

ccanse their means have in-

Coneurrently with this, o demand, which may be controlled, but
cannot and onghbnot to bo reststed, has arison for improved admi-
nistration.,  In police, in jails, in the judicial administeation, in all
that relates to the accommodation and treatmont of the'soldicr, pub-
lic focling is no longor content with tho former logs perfect arrange-
ments. Bub nothing is dearer than good Government, Every plan
of improvement resolves itself intoa question of

additional expen-
diture. A striking instanco of the combined o

ficet of increased
prices and administrative reform will be
scen in the comparative
Appendix, of the-cost of jails in 186364 and 186566,
Novertholess, T am of opinion that, provided propor ceonomy is
exercised, the existing sourees of revenue, with only such ordinary
improvements as time and cireumstances roquire, will suflice. One
of the groatest objections to the Tncomo tax is, $hat it is folt to bo
such o powerfal insbrument of taxation as to induce a relaxation
of the habit of cconomy. Tho disposition 1will always be to spend
up to an Income Tax. In orderto prevent, T will not say profuse-
ness but, a foeling of indifforence about the “spending of public
money, there must be a sense’ that we are dealing with limited
funds. The resources still to be derived from a Jjudicious frugality
o oxtromoly fmportant. % Although tho crop was roaped in 186061,
valuable gleanings have since been obtained in the shape of further
reductions in the military force, in the marino establishments, and
in those formerly ted with the abolished Government manu-
facture of salt in Bengal ; and arrangements are in prograss for
transferring the cost of the polico of towns to tho. inhabitants,
The social revolution in progress also has its own compensations.
The prosperity for the wants of which we have to provide is itself
highly conducive to the increaso of the revenue. India caunot bo
fully occupiod with the arts of peace and the arts of war at the
same time.  Populations which were formerly of a highly warlike
character have become entirely industrial. In the south of Tndia,
the people bave lost {he  habit of wearing or using arms, and this
change is gradually extending to our provinees in the north, Tho
lways have also groatly increased the cflicacy of any given milig

Appendix, pago 3.
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Tt has beeome apparent ihat the demands

ot efiomunichiol &1, of Indin for the fmprovements which be-
enterprise loug to ahigher state of civilization cannot

be fully meb either by the revenue received by the Govérnment, or
by the ageney ab its disposal.  Winding that the Govermnent was
not prepared to advance money for the jmprovement of Calcutta,
the municipality advertised for'a loan and obtained ihe requisite
amount on moderate terms.  In like manuer, the Ciovernnient ex-
pressed it§ opinion that the formation of an auxiliary port- onthe
River Mutla belonged rather to private than to public enterprise, and
a company was formed with a capital of £1,200,000 for the con-
struction of the necessary works. The extensive plans of reclama-
tion in progress in conncetion with Bombay and Calentta, and the
umerous companies for tea and coffee cultivation, coal minos,
conveyance of passengers and goods by laid and water, and other
objects, show that the future growth of India will not be limited

by the standard of the means and action of the Government, The
sI0;

all beginuings of many of these wndertakings were fostered

by the Government, but as private ehterprise has advanced the

Govermient lias receded, and the rolative position is anmually

approximating to the state of things in Tngland,

In the Punjab, the North-West and Central Provinces, and
sh Burmah, the towns have, with rave exceptions, been organiz-

ed into Municips o

: ities which are charged with the payment of the
police, and with every necessary

1 work of conservancy and genoral
improvement,

. In August Jast, a resolution of the Govermment of
Tndia was promulgated. the object of which was to extend this
.-s)sivm to the rest of India, with the understanding that the
inhabitants should raise the neeessary funds in \v]mLm’Zr manner
they might think proper, subject to the approval of the local go-'
vernwents.  Such institutions are necessarily of slow growth, ITM,
the principle is fully admitted that the tow s .
able with  their local expenditure,
police, and the public revenue will be
government will be formed as offect is
where ts for the extension of the
try distriots, and there is urg
ment there,

n populations are charge-
including the cost of their
relieved and hiabits ‘of sclf-
given to it. A gorm cvery-
municipal system to the coun-
ont need for its more perfect develop-
b the Tvory road that is made only establishes the necessity
for m?kmg others in connection with it, and the charge for rcp;xil“=
alone is Decoming an excessive burden on the ccnh‘:tlacxc]mq\\ol. )

e et (R, .

—
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An abstract will be found in the Appendix of the aclual expen-
G364, together

; ditnre of local funds in
Jori fads: R0l i ostimates for 186465 and 1863-66. It

. will be scen that there is an increase in the
recoipts from £1,994,206 in 186465 $o'£2,153,649 in 1865-66, and *
an increase in the expenditure from £2,038,251 to £2,327,017, while
there is an  estimated decrease in the Dalanee’ on hand from
£1,774,679 to £1,601,311. .

Besides the temporary grant of one per cent. from the Income-
Tax and the permanent transfers from general to local revenue
mentioned in my ‘former statements, further steps have since heen
taken in tho same direction. The revenue derived from fisherics in
the Madras Presidengy, amounting to Rs. 60,000 a y

y (excepting,
of course, the pearl and chank fisheries,) has been transferred to
local funds as had previously been done in Bengal.  Ten per cent.
of the proceeds of escheated lands in Malabar has been similarly
appropriated. In the Central Proviuces, the land revenue assessment
is so moderate that the road and educational cesses have been rais-
ed from one to two per cent. each upon the land revenue without
imposing any undue burden upon the people. Buildings helonging
to the Government in provincial towns which are not required for’
fovernment purposes are likely' to be turned io better account by
local administration for objects in which the inhabitants are in-
terested, than if they wore under Government management, as be-
longing to the imperial revenue. The arrangements which had
long existed for giving cffect to this principle in the Bengal. Presi-
dency under the name of ¢ Nuzool” or escheats were extended in
September last'to the Presidencics, of Madras and Bombay.

The Buglish C. issi have 1
into the accountsof the several departments
of the Government to which their attention
was directed, and have laid their reports before the Government.
ction of

d their in

Connnission Account.

Many of their recommendations have received the
Clovernment, and others are still under consideration.

Mr. Toster remains in India for a limited period in order to
superintend the introduction of the changes which are to bo carried
into effect, and considerable progress has already been made. The
whole of the recommendations regarding, the accounts of Kidder-
pore Dovkyard have been' hrought into practical operation, and in
the Civil and Military Departments extensive changes are being

(
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gradually and safely introduced, which will greatly simplify the-

accounts, add sceurity against fraud by providing a rapid post-audit
in substitntion of tho former system of double audit, and, by
d the way to the reduction
and ultimate entire removal of the state of arrcar from which the
public accounts are now suflering. :

diminishing the amonut of labor, le:

These changes, when carried into effect, will necessitate an entire
re-organisation of the oftices of “acconnt with a view to obtaining a
larger ‘amount of efficiency at a less cost. This ond must bo at.
tained by an fmprovement of salaries combined with a large redue-
tion of numbers. ' . .

Th Government Paper Curréney hias boen” in a state of healthy
progressive inerease throughout the year
without any violent fluctuations. New
Currency circles have been established ab Allahabad, Nagpors, and
Lahoro inthe Bongal Presidency, ab Kurrachee in the Bombay,
and ab Vizagapatam, Trichinopoly, and Calicut inthe Madras
Presidency. The ote circulation has visen from £5,350,000 in
April 1864t0 £7,348,585, whilo the investmont of the deposits
of specic has been inereased from £3,000,000 to nearly £4,000,000,
the maximum amount permitted by law.

Bolieving that the time had arrivod for the adoption of a Gold
Currency in Tudia, and that, although tho
sovereign would be somewhat undervaliod
ab ten rapoes with reference to the greater part of Tndia, it would,
nevertholess, owing to its superior convenicnee, obtain an ineroas-

Government papor eurrency.

Gold Currency.

ing ciroulation at thab rate wilhout any possibility of injury to
the creditor, the Government of India r ded: to the Sccre-
tary of State in July last that the sovereign and half-sovoreizn
should he declared legal tender at the xespective rates of ten and
five rupe Upon this, the Secretary of State debermined upon
the oxperimental measure of reco

ng the sovereign and half-sove-
reign in all the treasuries of India ab those ates, and of paying
them oub again at the same rates to such porsons as might e
willing to take thom, and also of recciving them in the Currency
offices to an_extent not exceeding one-fourth of the total amount
of issues represented by coin and bullion, as authorized by law.
The rosult of this oxperiment has been highly intoresting and im-
portant. The sovereign has been reccived in all the Currency of-
fiees of the Bengal Presidency, and in many of the Treasurics, and

Xev

it is daily coming into increasing nse, hoth for the ordinary transac-
tions of privato life, and for the purpose of remittance. Up to the
9th of Mareh, the total receipts at the Bank of Bengal in British
and Australian sovercigns amounted to £370,000; and although '
payments had lkewise been made to a considerable amount, sove-
reigns accumulated o an inconvenient extent in ‘the hands of the
Bank, and 200,000 were therefore transferred to the Caleutta Cur-
rency Oflice in exchange for rupees. Further arrivals of sovercigns
were expected from Australia, and it became apparent ihat, in
order that the b ances of the Bank and of the Government might
not be composed, to an'inconvenient extent, of a coin which could
not be relied upon as a circulating medium, owing to its not being
a legal tender, it was necessary either o go forward . to convert the
oxperimental measure of making the sovercign reccivable in the
Treasuries and Currency offices at ten rupees into the substantive one
of making it o legal tender at that rate, or to tako the retrograde
stop of withdrawing the notification, or modifying it by making
the sovereign reccivable ab a lower rate. The Government did not
hesitate between these alternatives, and it has been again recom-
mended to the Sccretary of State that sovereigns and half-sovereigns,
according to the British and Australian standard, coined at any
properly authorised Mint in England, Australia, or India, should
Dbe made legal tender throughout tho British dominions in India
at the rate of one sovereign for ten rupees.

1 stated that the surplus, which was originally £501,830, would,-
with the additions consequent upon the increased export duties
£330,000, amount to £831,830.

To this must bo added £60,000, the anticipated receipts from
the Indo-Buropean lino of telograph, making a sum of £891,830.

Tt has been found nccessary to comply with a requisition which
has just boen received from the Government of Bombay for an
addition of £17,520 to the expenditure under the Tiead ¢ Taw and
Justice.” |

The surplus thorefore stands at £874,310.
anges have been noted ab the foot of the state-
Their effect with reference to

These recent cha b
ment of tho revenuo and charges.
the onc item of recoipt, (Income Tax), which will notvecur, will
bo'to leave o surplus in 1866-67 of £452,560, cven assuming that
every other item remains unchanged.
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Comparvison of the Military

1

o

the

GRANTS, =

Beycear. | Mabuas, | Bospay,

PUI)(‘I“’I‘ EST ll\’[A’[‘L7

Army and G
1 Ndminis| 3
Resimental Pay, Allow

anc
and Cl

Conmidsar

IStud & Remount Department)

Clothing Deputment ..

Rarrack Deparbment

Administeation of  Marl
Law

Medieal Department

(Ordnance mlmumnt

v Pensions ..
Pensions to Widows and Or-
phans of Turopean O
Civil Pensions and Graluit
Amount undistributed

Rupees

1Stores from Tngland
Bxtraordinary 1'\|wmhhuc
| of the Bhiitan War

No Military o

amount inehaded foy

25,

9,77,2220  B,37,7000  4,64,600)

,98,51,879] 1,93,79,014 ,ﬂr) 14,300
4 Departnent ...[1,15,61,062] 45,08,200] 42,73,600

,00,117] 4,904,344
8,
16,

it

9,
I

2,376} 24,000]
e 8,300
1,10,800|" 9,000/ 15,900)
LIT0000  1,13,2000 e
19,48,600! 28, 11,200 13,18,200|

wions 1 been decided on af {he
*Additind ges connedd

652000 550,000 2,86,000
10,

Rs. Rs. Rs.

13,478 12,12,054]  12,28,300

5; 500
69,900, .,,rj/,ﬂl)() 2,8 ,‘.ZO()
70,060]  4,74,944 4,83,000f

1,41,600 82,500
11,67,100]  8,67,400]
12,40, 480 11,21,900
58,000
,77,\00 64,100
,49,200)

1",3!]0() 8,55,500]

28,600) 15,400 7,000)
83,700| 48,600 32,600
6O,100; . .

2,30,58,200
or

2,305,820
86,584

2

date, T Apdl 186, when
Led Wil e Bhitu W
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Dudget Estimates in 1864-65 and 1865-66.

1864-65. BUDGET ESTIMATE, 1865-66.
_ -
k3
TOTAL BENGAL, | MADRAs. | Bompay. Torsx, g
&
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
49.53,832| 24,52.7801 12,26,080| 12,44,910 49,283,770
9,79,622(  9,86,620 5,03,520]  4,92,360 19,82,400, 2
6.67,48,193 3,99,45,000/ 1,49,32,835/ 1,26,00,000  6,74,77,835| 3
2,03,33,762(1,51,44,920| 58,63,815| 57,05.900) 2,67,14,635| 4
l 8,687,961 14,33,140|  8,97,150/  1,34,200| 19,64,490] 5
14000000 8,64,920 2361700  2,69,260  13,70,350]
26,33,004 20,93,790  5,60,420] 526,800  31,81,010] 7
402,016/ 1,03,4200 1439400 87,000 4,24.360| 8
44,94,768) 24,690,250/ 11,13,630/  9,05,820, 45,78,700, 9
48,69,368| 25,44,130| 11,16,470 12,60,630) 49.21,230( 10
2,53,700]  1,26,720) 53,160) 57,790) 2,37,07(7 11
8,64,164]  2,45,700) 71,360f 44,180| 12
9,49,200[  10,75,300] <vveerivris | vreeriinnns 13
20.04,200| )O OOO 7 '10 000 14
31,72,534]  8,70,170| 14 00 000 16,74,800 15
26,376 9,3 12,000 1480 16
8,30 R .. 16}
1,35,000] 23,600 25,210 ,66,680] 17
2,30,200 10,440) 31,430 1,61,310( 18
60,77,900] 25,76,250| 30,21,340| 12,05,180) . 68,02,770) 19
51,000 79,500) 26,880 22,560 ] 27,940, 20

60,100

1,64,900

89,360

55,100

39,300 SCS 760 21

12,32,00,000,7,42,97,380| 3,16,16,910| 2,71,48,810| 13,30,63,100)
or or or or or
£ £ £ £ £
12,320,000{ 7,420,738/ 3,161,691| 2,714,881 13,306,310
333,189| 185,844|  67,908] 94,498 348,250
o] 100,000] coiiiees | e 100,000|
12,653,180 7,716,582| 3,220,590| 2,809,379| 13,754,660

Budget Estimate
i £160,000,

of 1661-66 was promulgatod.

In the Regular Estimate of that year

K
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT,
Account Braxen,
The 27th March 1865.

MEMORANDUM.

The Military Budget cstimate of 1865-66 for all India exceeds
the corresponding - estimate for 1864-65 by nearly onc crore of
rupees, or one million sterling,* although the force provided for
in 1865-66 is less than that of the former year by 2 regiments of
Turopean infantry, 1 regiment of native cavalry, 4 batteries of
artillery, with a further reduction of field to garrison artillery.

The grants or heads of service in-which any considerable increase
oceurs are as follow :—

Grant 3.—Regimental Charges, neaily 7 lakhs.
Grant 4.—Commissariat Services, nearly 64 lakhs.
Grant 5.—Stud and Remounts, nearly 1 lakh.
Grant 7.—Barrack Department, about 53 lakhs.
Grant 9.—Medical Services, nearly 1 lakh,

Grant 13.—Surveys, above 1 lakh,

Grant 14.—Sea Transport, above 4 lakhs.

‘Grant 15.—Miscellaneous services, nearly 8 lakbs.
Grants 19 and 20.—Pensions, about 8 lakhs.

The remaining “minor increases are balanced by corresponding
decreases in other grants.

Before cntermg into the items of actual inerease, it ‘may be ob-
‘served that ‘some of the grants are nominally lavger on account of
transfers from other grants ; thus, for instance, the increase in the
stud is by the transfer of Rs. 1,380,000 from the Commissariat- for
the purchase of horses; and other items have heen transferred
from miscellancous charges to other grants.

The increase in grant 3, regimental pay, would have been greater
but for the - reduction of force. This is mainly attributable to the
abolition of half batta and to the . increased pay of regimental me-
dical officers.

The recont medical warrant has also increased the amount of
grant 9.

* Including the cost of stores from England and th
mmm St 1o extraordinary charges of th
o tary Budget Bistimute of 1805-06 excocds that for 1604.65 by

The great increase in Grant 4 (Commissaviat Olm‘rgc’s), amount-
ing, with the transfer of the cost of homes p\\rclmscd at Bombn}, to
about 65 lakhs, is owing to several causes—

1st, the rise in prices, which has rendered the cost of ‘rationing
‘Turopean and native troops much dearer.

The difference in this item alone is Rs. 8,44, /OO, and for a smaller
force.

The increased cost of forage for a slightly rcduced number of
Torses is Rs. 4,51,180, whilst the additional cost of compensation
for forage to native cavalry is Rs. 3,83,100.

The increased consumption of malt liquor, chiefly caused by the
reduction of the issue of spirits, involves an addition of no less than
Rs. 22,87,861 in the cost of the liquor as landed at the several
ports, and of Rs. 12,61,518 for local carriage and contingencies,
making a tmtal increase of Rs. 85,49,379.

One heavy item in thoe increase of this granbis caused by the trans- .

for of the cost of carriage from other departments to the Commis-
sariat, ’
The inerease in the Barrack expenditure is caused by the addi-

tional grant of lights to reading rooms and non-commissioned and

married mew’s quarters, the increased price of oil, and the rise in the
prices of blankets and cobton hedding.

In {he miscellaneous grant is included the great increase in the
coimpensation payable to natives for dearness of provisions, including
firewood ab Bombay. This amounts to Rs. 7,60,000 for Madras and
Bombay alone ; the compensation in Bengal, which is comparatively

‘sma]], is shown in the Commissariat expenditure, and is for the most

parb payable to the iroops employed in the Dooars.

Tho cost of sea transport is mainly increased by the larger num-
ber of time-expired men proceoding home, the relief of royal ar-
tillery, which was nob provided for last year, and a laxger relief of
the native troops employed in Burmah and the Straits.

The amount of pensions is gradually increasing and the reduction
of native artillery last yar in Madras and Bombay, and of native
infantry at Madras, as also of native cavalry this year ab Bombay,
has added to the expenditure on this account.

The other items of increase speak for themselves, and require no

particular notice.

ARTHUR BROOME, Colonel,
Accountant General, Military Dept.’




Comparison of Jail Bxpenditure

and 1865-G6.
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1863-04) 3,94 3,21,873| 6,12,609/13,34,819)
Bengal ...
1865-66) 7,718,768 7,03,386{17,65,117
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+2,38,672( +2,97,156)
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+4-28,760] +1,85,072
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41,34,660( 1,458,414
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300
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Rs. Rs.
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4-2,89,802|

+1,43,010

476,701

411,378

-+1,48,018

+‘:,114,3eo|+1 1,69,067'-14,07,388)

+-45,260! +14,r.2,ms\

~54,750|Calcutta Jail trans-
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dvate of Cusk Balances in the Tudian Treasn
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¢ oii the S0tk April 1865,

RECEIPTs 15 INDLA 1N 1565-

‘Revenmues ...

** 4d2—AQditions) Esport Dutics. | 33360

Reccipts from IndoEuropean
P

Telographic Lino

— 300,000

Debt (Receipts on account of)...

Recorerics in Tndic of Payments in Eng
Funds,

mily Remittances, &,
Net Tilway Earnings

Estimated Cash Balatice on the
30th April 1865,

Fonr Wrrrray, -
Frvafean Derartyesg,

The st Marcl 1865,

DistonseaesTs 1 Ixpia i 1865-66.
i * Expenditure in Indi 10,460,510 : ¢
. 3 Espenditure in Indin ... 40,469,
£16,485,760 Add—Additional Grant o Bou-
biy under * Taw and .
Justice” e 17520
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Unadjusted amounts bebween Presidency
and Presidency 200,000
Bstimated Coli Talauce en the 30th
il . . 10,860,430
. 10,960,430
£73,250,114 £33.90,114
. * B L LUSHIINGTON,
; Secy. to the Gout, of India,
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APPENDIX I

/THE NEW TAXES ON EXPORTS. -

‘TO IS EXCELLENCY THE RT. TON’BLE SIR JOHN-
LAIRD- MAIR LAWRENCE, Barr; a. ¢ m; k. s, 1.,

Vicoroy and Governor General of Iddid, -

The Momorial of tho undersigned, who aro por-
sons Targely ongaged and intorosted in Com..
merce and Agriculture in this country, respect- |
fiilly
Sunwesin—That your Memorialists havo loarned with surpriso and
gret that a Bill, has. been introduced into tho Couneil of your
xeollency for_making Jaws_and_regulations_to lovy. export .
ntics on wool, silk, tea, cofleo, sugar, juto, and hidos, ‘wnd fo
ineroase {he dutics alveady levied on'the export of vico and grain,
Thai amongst the articles so selected for taxation are sovoral of
which the exports from India bear but a small proportion to tho
exports from other countrics with which thoy aro brought futo
competition in the nentyal matkots of the world, That undor such .
cl'rc‘lnns(‘.luu(‘!» tlw» duty must necessarily fall on ine producers, and
tha when, tho incidonce of tho duty is upon the producers export
duties are condomned by all sound political cconomists and arc
opposed o the spirit of onlightonod fi
“Ihat in this category your Memor;
impotts of Tiast, Indian into Great Britain in tho year 1861 woro only
one-nintli of flie total import :—sill, of which the import. of Tas
ludim.| was in like manner abp_ut -one-fifth of the total import :—
and fea and coflee, of which the imports wero respectively “only

onc-fortioth and one-cleventh of the total imports into Groat
Britain. )

al legislation,
ists place wool, of which the

. That further a5 regads wool, your Memonialists roprésent that
it

an arbiele whicl is produced priveipally by wild and turbulont

3 . - .-‘t}i“« e

evit

hill ribes, whont commeree would do much to civilise, and that on
that grownd also it is especially undesirable to di tho deve-
Jopment of such trade by any impost, however small.
s silk, the production in this country has heen for
some time stationary, or hias rathor retrograded, the oxport of tho
Jast three years having only averaged 12,507 ewt. againstan averago
export of 13,158 cwt. during the previous three years, a circwin-
stance which proves that the profis of the trade aro sinall and il
able to bear the taxation from which it was telicved in 1658, Tn-
deed your Memorialists arc able to afiem that for some yoars tho
larger filatures on the Buropean system have been worked at a loss.

That as rogards tea, that capitalists in embarking in tho cultiva-
tion e done 50 in full confidonce that, without the gravest neces-
sity, the duties which, in the face of a great finencial doficit, wero
removed in 1860 as indefensible in principle would nob he xe-
imposed ; that already the cost of produeing tea has been serious-
ly enbianced by the increase of wages and other collatoral expenses
attending an adequate supply of labor, and if to this is suporadded
an export duty equal in amount, for each year when a garden i
in full bering, to double the upset price of tho land under the
svaste land rles, your Memorialists that the
of tea cultivation will be seriously ehecked.

That, farthér as regards tea, an interval of from fivo to six years
clupses before the plant avrives al maturity, and that consoquently

many gardens which hiave been Jately opened will not yicld any
prolits for years, but will in the meantime, whilst not yet self-
supporting, have to pay to Government 8 por cent. of their gross
produce.

That as regards voffce many of {hese arguments apply with
equal force,

‘That in regard to the other articles on which it is proposed to
Tevy duties—

1st, Sugar—Your Memorialists remark that tho trade in sugar
has long been a decaying trade, as is shewn by tho fack that tho ex-
ports to all ports, excluding Bombay, which in 1852-54 averaged
35,355 tons, have during the last 3 years only averagod 13,136 tons.
That this falling ofl is not excoptional, but is owing to the groat
increase in production of beet-root sugar in Lurope, and to the

4
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» PEARCE, MACRAE AN iCOM 7T
» ATKINSON, TILTON AND CO.

W Blackhall.
., BARTON, BAYNES AND CO. Wil
. T GENTLE.
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T reply THis

fentl, vl
EN, —I have mnch “pleasure in receiv-

ing a deputation of the merchauts of Caleutta, and’T'tleed not assure
you that i #iwish todo"you any service fultiy poivet. At the
anfe tiic ib is-but fair to say- thab T:connot hold ougany lope that
CGlovernment will be able to give up-these dutics, on gxports.  You
are well aware that (‘ru\cm‘mv‘.u‘ ]\;\\“c' N0 easy. ]/.\t,]yn ’t?’ yro:ul, The
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demands on it arc great and incessant,-and tho establishments cat
searcely be reduced, they ought rather to beincreased. In these cir-
cumstances, it is very difficult to hit upon means of raising revenue
that are not open to some objection. Tt was hard to spare the In-
como tax : yet tho Council took the matter into careful consider-
ation and gave it up. It was an impossibility: for ‘Government to
givo up that tax without finding something to fll its place. Though
the income from opitum is, on the whole, a safe and caleulable re-
venue it would not be wiso to look to it too closely for the means of
meeting the necessary expenses of an empire like this ; nor that tho
Indian Government -should too confidently depend upon its yicld.
Evenif it should turn out that the revenuo from opium should
meet the expectations of the most sanguine, still its entire sup-
ply cduld e ivell Taid out. Tt has beén suggested that for the
Tnrge itéin of our new  military cantonments we should do well to
Iny part of the burdon’on the future, ind might lawfully borrow of
‘postority. " Bt ive must not forget that these cantonments are not
all we iieed:  There'is' miteh more to do. ‘I’ can hardly foresee the
time whon Wo nay safély cease to spend money upon the defences of
Tndin.” We'ivant 'sufitaria’; wo want places of rofuge ; wo want
roads ; we waiit various Works of improvement. - And to mect these
necessities s not onlythe bounden duty of Government to work
for the present but for many gencrations. We must have income
to meet all this inevitable expenditure. ' And whore are e to' get
it 7 Wo cannot get it from taxes on imports. The people of
England object to these, and the Tncome tux is objected $o in India.
Now, gentlemen, have we cntered upon a carcer of Government
which forces us into a course of improvements, and improvements
in the administration ‘and dncreased expenditure mean the same
thing. Tlook in vain for any present veduction of the exponses of
governing India. Money must be had, and the Government are
not in possession of any' Artesian well from which to socure
exhaustible supply ; and where clse it may
from some small diuty on exports T do not see,
men, al

an in-
be obtained exeept

Therefore, gentle-
though it is my wish to meet yonr requests with all duc
consideration, T amunable to promiso you to-day exactly what you
ask. T shall not forgot the remarks, you have just offered ; and will
do whatever cau be done to meet your desives reasonably and fairly.
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s addreseed to Chambers of Commerce, Members

of Parliament, de. —

T‘r\ AL Lm\\ml,n or. (‘ou\rrncr‘,

Sin,—T am directed by the Cofifittce of ihe Bangal Chamber of
Conmergor 6 forwatd for you miation’-* the -acc
copy'ofia moniorial. which hs ‘ben spresented o Tis Teell
fho Governor General of Indin agidiist the bill for imposing o¥pi
duties- on wool, . silk, -tea,. sugar, .and ; other -avticles,: whichs ve-
cently: passml {hc'Leﬂlﬁl'\h\e Council. by. a majority,’ together th]x,
His Excellency’s, roply: 1o the said .memorial. I

Tt being very. importavt that public opinion iin « T‘nghnd shoull
e brought to bear upon the Government, of Tndia in'this matter,
as well to induce.the repeal of the most .obnoxious of ;these-dutics
at the earliest period.when such ropeal. can now take’. plice, asalss
to prevent further, logislation in the same direction, I ‘am’ o <ox."
press a hopo that the matter of this memorial ‘may-have your con-
sidoration, and that:your influcnce will :bo used in opposition £6 lo-
gislation of so xctrogressive a character. in this country,

*1 liave the onor to he,
sir,
Your obedient servant,
W, I WOOD,
’ Seerctary.

S

CAPPENDIXU.

ALLOWANCE FOR WASTAGE ON.-SALT IN BOND.

cclvtm'y Lo-the Board-of Re:
\l,uur, Lower Proyi mccs, tothe Su:nst'ny to: the- Governmeént.-of-
" Bengal,—(No. 300, datod the:266h Mirch 1865.) > =
- Sti==Tn reply to-your letter No. 6977 mid meior. atdlivi No: 871
of the-20¢h;iid 25th (wltimo; forvirilig a’kep siibinidted
to Government by a special Committee o the subjést of wi
allowniics o salt in “boud, T-aini divected to commmnu\tu i i
marks of the Pon\ﬂ thereon:

stago

1863 the long preser ibiod llow
but that during 1863 and 1864 ‘a’ very T
cess wastage ocetirred, whether cansed by ciieléss $forige and Weigl-
ment, or by negleet {o.repair the golahs. Further the largest
place within the first and sccond years,
rust of the salt uswally hardencd and

alter \\Iu(,h time the ou

preserved the bulk-of ‘the'storé from further damage.

3. With regard’ to"these facts the Committec, in pay
recommend that, if the prosent system is continued of levying duty
on the quantity of salt first stored afier allowance of a preseribed’
12l of wastage, the ordinary allowance be raised to 4 per cent.,
with power to the Board to admit exceptional applications to the
cxtent of 10 per cent.
Before the Board record their opinion on this proposal, T am
10 romind Government that thé question of the wastage to be allow-
ed on salt in bond has been repeatedly  discussed since the rule

ed bonding rules and passed in 1841, permittedof the stor-
ge of salt in private warchouses on doposit of the duty in’ pr
vy motes or approved bills, Under those rules duty was
1 three months afior the ship was cnlered ab the Cus
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Hausc, mth 1'15'5&«‘6:'nllb\vahce of 31

per cent. < Tn /1547 “actual
dik fivst permitted;” and
then, fgl Sulkéah CGlovernment Cio-
Jahs was Gt aside o the pnbhc 6 lonlz ‘a¢” it “Inight! not - herre-
A for (fovernment use - But'the Yite of wastageof 4 pér cent,
rontly allum:d only to the arehotise-keeper; thie: duty
i th(- lup’s side. 1In

prr cenL n cttlmﬂ for' du| on clc'u—.mcc of his salt.
S ﬂ ouf to (zmemm@n(’ that ' the'

s34 e lmpo\(,d \lpon bondersof
s ‘from’ the'ship Having been stronglysis-
iyment of duty’ by takiig salt:ip
T Wistage to” thé! extent of
ablé ‘only “on “salt” stowed':
tolahs, no’ illowhnciof aty Kifid being made for pri-

and_ these c 1 until the end of
onal “staie of " the “salt ‘market then provailing

rehous

£ year, brought to the niotice of Governmnent,
mmmdmon t}m,. as u\uc Was 1o mfﬁucm dc-

A'special meéasure, sad mtmnul
“recormended a’ furthier cn‘u’on‘nf
years, 1552 (o 1857,
wais fiot su .ent, ind

ﬂm alluwanw
had orcum‘d in’ whi

pcr et

o trl);ivl;cr cent.

8. TIn'T862 several of fhe firms engaged'in the salt fialle” address-
ed the Board,  thiough the Chiatnhier of “Céima applicd: for
au entird change in the nuics for Tevying sy o stlt clearéd out

of bond,, - Theg contended, that,. a
thie salt on. boardship, gnarded it cop
golabis, and.again weighed it on clearanco, the. ownars, could not.
fuirness bo. held, responsible. for. any. deficiency;. and. that indeed
they. might bo considered. entitled:to, demand-.an acopunt from, Go-
verment for any: deficiency in their, zoods in excoss.of 2, reasonablo
wastaze. - They therofor " !
slitp shouldbe altogether dispense
Ievied only on the q\unhty f salt
The Board gave full o, thes
scemed-to thom hat, : as, the.salt- stored in
lhroun,hout under the care. of the bondcrh, and as the.v

the chiof scou lty of Cloye rnmcnh c(mslshe(l in the mbmw,d the
bonder to pay duty:on the fall quantity bonded,  Joss a. 3
wastage. which. had. been: adviscdly, fied at 2}
there appeared to be no-xeason why salt_should he
assossed with daty, than other goods which were stored in p
1 Whilst . recommendi nment, theref
{hat on salt stored in the.Government. Golahs daty should b y
only on the quantity actually cleared, - the Board. still considered
that. for sals bonded .in pu\a.(c w :

onable

per. cenb

entirely ndochd these suggestions.
0. The bill for regulating :Cus}_o

wassstored & g\xaul asowas cuz
I been. adopted beeayse, of ghe esceptional
actual value -of, salb and, the.amount of duty tcn. fe.
. elsohecause many of. the.purchasers-and hondors
mon-of straw, and $o give them free access to, th c
toithrow o temptation. in. their way. £00, ‘stiong_for
If unchecked by Government lock ndguards ]
1t, aud any, procceding againsé cuch_men_on their
ctically in vain..
cither, the, law then

yemove theirs
“hendipwhich s always without,
10, It appeared to:the Board, Tiowey or, that

vy




goods on whiiéh Government’ had” 2 Tien” until the tluf.y tvas dis-
charged. T fact vemoval of goods By #he bonder, without” the
knowledge of thie’ Custom House, wis considered possible and  reh<’
dered penal:* T “Riure, ‘thorcfore, it ‘scemicd niccessiny ihat the’
e custody of privat
ails, the bondér 1ot
{ the penaltics for

e should-ie

T shiould “&pecifically provide cit

Dorided ‘salt- unidé- Governmont locks aid

mide farnidte Stringent. The Board’s report o (;m-ei-u'nm.t o't
ot was dated 26th S
ng of the Ack Glovernment were requested, in

proposed Custows

I, Aftér the p:
Autgust 1868, 10 “preseribe the rafe of wastage to be allowed under
Scctioi
2k per
warehonse:

¢ of

aild “notice was“accotdingly given that an allowan

ent.“would be' made on cl

ances of salt fiom private,

Aie”"sime ection of the Act Daving providéa that
duty- on St Sakdliduséd in Governimént Golahs should b chariéd
only: oih thie iidritity clearcd. " Tn the following month the Béard
woro ditected | t6 report on th stack of Government salt with s
view o it :

‘ultimile salé b

clion; and the question of wast;
The Superintendent of the Snulkesl
e ocourred in the purer and lar
grained:Btocks, orin Pasigah, as opposed o the coarser Kurkateh
st he vod by the

toe in- Uheir présent proportion of wastaz

was fagdin’ éniguired” into,
Golahg veported - that Iéss wa

s justly obec
port,

stage Conmnit:

at, the g1
d years of storage, after whichi the
and presorved the bulk from -
U in'reporting the matter to-Goven
anenb? obsorved “that diving the five procod

astage-on salb eleared frord the Sull
e donty aparkial e for 't}
delivirics,

took place inithe fivst
outor-erst of the 4t havdon
ther deterioration:

'nvl héein chs
much larger

They

g, i of i lilitidrl

rear wutil Any
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At remaining in store for a longer time, would, they helic:
Dard and impervious that, except in very exceptions
ddicicm-y than 7 per ceut. vould cver.oceur.

Tu 1864 the Chamber of, Gowmereo, again - wpwacn(cd o
Gownunent the, harsh effect of existing bonding rules on import-
crs, of salt, and. solicited a further change, . Tt appeated to. them
no longer proper to distinguish. between cleavances of salt from
Govermment and from privalo warchouses, as by, either: case tho

o, beiko

cases, o Targor

Government had now full means of guarding against Haud or theft ;
and, as to the probability of loss from disrcpair of private wolahs,
they considered that the honder’s own. interest in his. property
would he found a suflicient gnarantee for his keeping the golah in
proper repair as well as in_security against theft.

13. The Board reported on this subject in their lettor No. 871
of the 20th Scptember 1864, observing that the practice of keeping
a double lock on’ private warchouses should now be discontinucd,
a5 opposcd to the warchousing provisions of the existing Jaw, and
that honders of salt should be no longer. able {o advanco the pre-
seneo of such locks as ‘a plausible excuse for deficiency.in cxcess

of the authorized rate of wastage. It was then recommended that, *

on all future applications to bond sl proper seowrity -should be
required, and that any contravention of Section 91 of Act VI,
1863, should be in every case stringently punished. .. To.the Cham-
ber's assertion that the bondar, for his own-

«».MC,,L o ,\3’,’{,‘:..‘*,',‘:‘; sake, would keep his. golahs in repair, it
" was replied that the interest of the bonder

was 10t to. bo- compared with, tho intexesh

nde

o bonded
ormmant we - ith the duty; forming .a very:considerablo
honder, bt portion of - the: est
B the prevontion only "o "
of_ite sl fubo col- It was still necessary, therefore, that Go-
snption, - The deitriu-
1 tho. bonded st vernment should have the ., means..of forc-

ted . annual revenue..

e it by retaining the power to renlizo. the full
duty nnless satisfied with the. zeasons for

exeess dofici . Jn N ber 1864 the Ct iitee was appointed,
whose, report is now. under consideration, 8

of Govermnent in the: salt in hondy the
e raph, for ot '[““"l inthe  value of which was txifling in' comparison ..

ing the bonder Lo keep his salt from. injury




14T paragragh 18ef“that vepott it is observed  ihat there i
ason for the differcnce in allowance of wastage-for
salt bonded in Government sand private: warchouses, Tho suip-
position that tho litter class is loss scenre” than the former isnega-
tived, thy Committes=state, by a’section ‘of the Customs Act which:
provides” for the™ imposition-of :a- doublo lock and *for the:pro-
per -enstody of borded saltat the ownor’s’cost: Dut I am-de:
sired to- point "out - that there is no* such provision in”the ldw,:
and” thatiMr. Crawford, . President “of - the- Committec, on;being
asked by- {he Board to quiote the section, has veplied that thic report:
was incorrectly-drawn up in' this respect, and- that. it-should -have
been worded: “as*the practice of the Custom: House provides for
the joint custoy, &6 * The Commitieo, - howevet; -procccding on-
this ucorrect view o “the lair, have ascribed -the: differencedn*
wastago-.allowance 10-a beliof on- the. part-of :Govornment, . that
extess deficichiey in salt stored inprivate warchouses.is- cansed by
the bonder’s: own negligence; and they pronounced their-opinion
that duty shoild in'no case; save that of fraud, be-levied on ‘moro:
than actually passes “into. consumption, Such a cowrse would; it
appears to-thei, ¢itail no loss .on CGovernment; ¢ven though’an
entirc eavgo iglit be destroyed in bond, as the consumption would
not vary and the same amount of “duty would he obtained on a-
frosh supply of ‘salt: = " : : :
15, “Thé “Board - liave already pointed out that the practice of
retaining double lockaaud speoial guards is illegal instead of being
crijoined by law, and thiat, in" their opinion, the law and not tho
practice siould b matitainéd in future. - Bven, under present-cir-
. cumstanices, thiero s thié Freatest’ difference in the degree. of se-
curity afforded by tic Goveniment warehouses of solid build protect-
d by high masonry Wallsand- fixed  guards; and-in that afforded
3 i lis, érected inf open‘spaces. * And if-it should-
be determingd 46 place silt “stored- in- the latier. on: the. samo-
: Guvernment golahd, it would he imperatively-
néeessary to requite Bonders Lo resort 6 masonry warchouses -pro-+
perly protected by 4 £ood boundary wall: In no other way -could
Govitnment be gunded againsl theftof the salt, or possible fraud -
on the parbof that ckiss of bondeis ivho are‘speculators of-no actual
position or incans, wnd to” whom' the {eiplation to remove their

iy, ]

exxiit

salt clandestinely, and sell it without payment of duty, would be
oxtraordinary. R

16. The principle on which “the Committee baso their re-
commendation appears also insuflicient. It is not the rule in
the case of all other goods than salt that duty should be levied only
on the quantity actually passinginto consumption. In England
duty is levied according to the account: taken on first entry
and landing of the goods at the Custom House, excepting only
as_ regards tobacco, wine, spirits, figs, cwrrants, raisins, and
sugar, of which the quantity actually delivered only is assessed.
Under the Indian Customs law wines, spirits, beer, and salt
are the only exceptions, the duty on all other goods being le-
vied on'the quantity or valuc registered at the time of importa-
tion. And Section 96, whilst a penalty for lained
deficiency in warehoused goods, makes a special exception in favor
of the four articles before mentioned, and empowers the Board to
1make any allowance which may seem suitablo.  The principle advo-
catod by the Committeo is thereforo dircetly opposed to tho inten-
tion of all existing laws,” which require that duty should be paid
on the goods as first landed and cntered at the Custom House, and
at tho samo time vest the proper anthorities with ample discretion
to deal with all exceptions to the rule.

17. The Committee in fact, in the arguments put forward in
Hheir report, appear to the Board to havo cntiroly overlooked the
fact that salt in bond, in common with all other imports on which
duty is not paid on ontry, has' been- mortgaged to Government in
securiby for that duty, and until that obligation is cancelled tho
owners of the goods cannot remove thom out of bond. When in
addition to this it is considered that the permission to bond goods
was originally given to merchants, that payment of duty might be
made at convenient times, that tho prices of their goods might not
e artificially raised by forced payments of that duty, and a healthy
competition thus prevented by the trado falling into the hands of a
few wealthy housos,and ha imports might not be limited to merely
auch a quantity aswas required for immediate consumption, it appears
to the Board that the adoption of such a principle as has been
advanced by the Committeo would be wholly unjustifiable, "

18. 1am lo rccommend, therefore, that the rules for allowing
clearance of salt in bond be refained in their

q

wastage on tho

IR




exxiv

prosentshae, wnd thaty whilst gl in Govormment: golahs, for tho

wastage ofwhich Govornmentyis; aloro xesponsibloy pays duty only
¥ cator allowance..of  wastago,, than 2}

per conts shall be passed for salt in private, warehouses in.. ordinary

casos.  On clearance of salt which has been stored in slwh places

for.more than.one year,the Board yill bo always propared to attend

to.any application for the, isq of their,powors unde)

of the.Act, dn, accordanco,with,which they. can,, if neees

7. povtion, lowover 1.1;;0,,‘.# #ho :amount of, duty:

vor. yot, beou lah\sod_ and. there - dovs ot appearity b
any. nuomhon in t]xp present. law. in,,

tion, afts

actico of the Custon, nmm \\'nuld b¢ 'meulmmd, and, honders
could in futyre be roquived to furnish, substantial scowity. for the
filment of their engag to Governmont.

19, ’Hmum’oimcsui)u\u Tobter wnder reply. aro ncm\.u. o
furned. |

ISR v - ('I‘nw Copy.)
B g . N . JONES,
Registrar, Bengal Seeretarial.

No. 1586,
Trost . i

it TION'BLE A, EDEN,

Sestelary,to tie. Government of " Benged,

Tin JUNIOR SECRETA‘RY TO_ TR
BOARD ox REVENUL.
Port Willian, the 240l April 1865.

e

t—Lam directed to acknowledge the seeciph of your lotter
No. 390 of the 251l ultimo, submitting the Board’s romarks onfthe

XXV

ml\mi, nl‘ tho Lunmu(lw appointsd Lo feporl i the subjéet “6f “the
’owsdn in buml, “#n ~L-'p[y'tt\ sty tlm

W6 of thie hrgrmbiit of the itteo for a al

b st ander Which ditty ib! Jovied 'on'alt eleared
‘from Governinent \\1\clno\|avs'nnly on'the Hnbidit actually cléared,
Whilst o salt stored” i private atehdused it7is levied upon the
qu'mt:ty roeeived inko Hond 16 i allowance for wilstage, is founded
wpoita fallacy which shotld eortainly have et tppal
Thicy assumo Hlat ndér ‘& éortaii s
which they do not particularize, sult bonded in private waréhouses
45 wifder tho joinit distddy of thié ‘oflicots” of | Government 'and” the
bonder, A ‘refereniée to tlic Customs Act, to which: they allude,
wouldl have shewn' the Comirittee thiat the contrary is the “¢ase; and
‘that salt,, like any other articls, Bonded in a'private licensed whre-
House is there wnder the custody'anid'on'the’ sole 1cspous\b1hty of
thie ovmerd of the iwirchouse and the Tondbr.

3. Tlic Committée admit gt temptations to fraud are’ ex-
coptionally groat ” ii thi east of salt on'acéount of ‘tlie high ‘duty
on this article of ‘import“a$ comipared with' its intringic vilue 5
but, even setling aside the question of deliberate fraud - on' the
part of the bonder, it is cortiin” tliat private wavehouses, seat-
tered as they now are throughout the city, afford singular facili-
tios for pilfering,: on. theipart of persons in the bonder’
employ and of others having access {o the premises, which can
only b guarded against by ing strictly the xosp i
of tho bonder and making it Tiis direct interest to deteet and
provent dishonest practices of Lh)u dc-«,npl.(on, Indeed, were ho
not held liable for the full duty on all salt so made away
with and passed into consumption, Tig”interest in the profection
of the salt would bo insignificant as compared with that of
sleni'of Uieft and siuggling would

Government, anil a rogul
bo the consequionco.t’ 1

& Whero . the salt is, veally. wasted, and is not stolon, and
consumed without payment of duty, Clovernment is no loser
by the deficit, and therefore; s cortain fixed allowance which has

L.

|
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! bt on the quantity receive

e, Duzose, of aseert
s shoredh im this copntry,
stoseg Jnleensd, ayarchousenorhn

is proved ghat

toskal

nsgscin: vl ia»,‘l

Reyenudhas,unds v‘j

an inereased was

ity ko Igrint |
3 0 kS ,J

edaons

tcaseistifls

‘_.',. arag Lhe)r‘ brdh (f‘
canthe grexz(: ptinéiple:. ourw]uclw»ll Cnstomsdutmsnrct
that:thej,duty, shouldche levied: only fori. satticléssasithey:
pass into consumption, salt shouldrbe treated:in: the same ‘mannor::
But here again the Camrglbggle ,‘J|§|‘ not correctly stated the law,
which directs that duty shall evied not on the quantity cleared,
o boud. The Customs lew of ne.
cessity asswiiies/that a1l articlés 6toied'in a bonded warchouse are
eventually \‘Ons\m&tﬁl cith eF on payment of duty, or after evasion of
duty, except in the event of the specnl circumstances of loss or
destiioribal hich At “Qofiiled i Soction 94 of the Customs Act.
There are only four articles which.are treated exceptionally, wines,
spirits, beer, and salt, and i in, all th
favor of the article, and not agiih
supposont ylqot s
7. It is.of cour

e cases the exception is in
i
st'ib as thn Commxttee seem to

rradt to'sny‘t]nlﬁ it 1
Government suflers no loss.  But whore salt or any other article

is received into w'\rn]musu, and when the time for clearance
arivesiis found:to-have di ; the i L

is
that it has been removed s\xmphho\mly and has passéd into’con-
sumption to the detrimont of the Government ‘revenuo,t. Al cerbiin

todyofi Go o

t h 1; torccovt Ithed

tohingandsguardingthe saltio Undér-thiese ciféunitc |

1dsnt-be: fairst Jee,tha bond: Fodub g
Eonatiey; U ong

) it iono inj thes-evé id: orii

quantityrofsiity no doitbt: 3
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Copy of this 1&%{:!‘, and of the one to which itis a reply, forw’nrdcd
for, the:information-of the Bengal Olmmbcr of Commerée. st

oo Wanpra hay:
wllher24th Aprila865.:fons
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ENDIX K

. OBSTRUCTION:TO TRAFFIC-ON.THE EAST.’
INDIAN RAILWAY.

; Bexean CHAMBER cF CoyERer,

e oy Udlouttay 1200 Jeanuary 1863,

EDWARD. PALMER, Es,

o 3 v Agerty Bast Tndian Reiloay.

Str,—I am desined by the. Cowmittee of the Chamber of Coni
merce to forward the accompanying original ion from o
number of native: merchants as’ t6-'the” éxtraordinary delay in the
transmission ’6f {g6ds by Railway to-and from the Upper Pro-
vinees ; and the Committee will be glad to receive any explanation
whick it may bein your power to give thom on the subject.

The return of the enclosure is requested with your reply.

g ‘lonor to be, &c.,
CUUHLW. LUWOOD,
e Seeretary.

Caleuita, 3rd January 1865.

Sre,—V

that you will have the kindness tinform fhe Committes that we
ave suffered véiy gréat inéonvenisnce arid damage owing to the stop-
pageof tradlic on thie Bast Indian Railway Company for the last two
months, Goods which were sent by, us to the North-west two
monthsago have not reached their destination, and goods which
were despateled from the Upper Provinces two months ago have
not arrived, “We hear thai there are nisny thousunds of pack

exxix

waiting at different statious to be forwarded, which are suffering
much damage from white ants and exposure, hosides losing the
markets, and thus all parties arc losing yery heavily,

We therefore request that the Conimitite of the Chaniber of Com-
merce will write to the Agent of the Railway Company on this
subject, and we shall feel very mueh obliged by their assisting us.

We hate the honor'to be,

Your niost obedient servanis,
ITURSHAMUL RAMCHUND.
THELSHOKE TOY 'HURMOKE ROY.
FOOKMANTND OCRIT
OUKOT RANTURS
GOORTHAL BAHELALL.:..
HURTHAL RAM FROTABE
RAM NAR ;
XARMUL DINONATE N
MOONSHOKE ROY SHOTHASHOKE.
MOHUN RAM MUNALALL.
1AM CHONDER SHUTWPROSADE.
JUGONATH MANGNEERAM.
SALGARAM NUNDOKISSORE.
AIDIOTH RAM HURRINA
NUNDO RAM EADARISS
OURITS DASS HAZARINCUL. .
KATHESE DASS RAMNARALN.
MIRZAMUL MOOLCHADE.
CUSTORIMUL RAMGOPAL.
RAMJIE DASS SHOKEDABE. )

J{CRNUND ROY DOULOTE RATL -
RAM CHURY DASS KISSENLALL.
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GUNGA BISUN MANGNE RAM.
NARMUL BANIRAM.

PALIRAM GUNGADIUR.
BIARAMUL BUNSIDHUR.
JUGOMOHUN DASS RAMCHUND.
KHALARAM MUDDEN CHADE,
HUTTI RAM- GHUNESAM DASS.
BUXIRAM CALO RAM.
BAJUNLALL PURAMUNNUND.
RAM GOPAL JOYNARAIN.
CHOUNDER BHAR GOBIND RAM.
RAMDHUN DASS JOHURMUL.
JUMNA DASS RAM DYAL.
SONE RAM BALMOCKUND.

LALL CHAD RAM THYAL.
SHARAM 'MIRZA MUL.

BISSUN THYAL ISSUR DASS.
GUNAISH DASS GULL WALAH.

No. 4480,
Frox
Tur AGENT, EAST INDIAN RAILWAY
To, .
H, W..L-WOOD, Esq,
Seeretary, Béngal Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, 14th January 1865,

Sri,—1 havo thenonor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
12th instant with enclosed application (herewith returned) from a
number of native merchants regarding the great delay in transit of
their cotton forwarded to and from the Upper Provinces,

CE

eXxXi

T regreb that e delay complained of has to a groat exient oc-
curred. It is owing to thie largé and suddén increase of traffic to-
gether with the impediment caused by the break at the Jumna.

The accwnulations : stations. are. now. however being rapidly
disposed of, and T trunt in'a ‘short time the traffic will resume its
former regularity.- Tn tho mr-unhme, evory thing is being done
that can-be done to bring about a botter ftate of things.

~"T:have the hionoz t6 be,

Sn-,

mhenl. se\v:mt,
o ;L'DWARD PALMER,
Agent.

N . BeyGAu. CriAMBER OF CIOMMERCE,
* Calewfia, 27th January 1865,
Cot. R, STRACHEY,

Secy. to the Gm}cz mnent of India,
Public Works Department,

Sim,—By direction of the Commlttce of the Chamber of Com-
merce I have the honor to forwarid copy of a letter addressed to
the Chamber by several native merchants who represent that they
Tiewe suffered great inconvenienco and damage owing to.the stoppage
of traflic on tho Bast Tndian Railway.

The C i diatel i d with the Agent for
the Railway Company on the subjeet,and woro informed that the
delay complained of had cortainly.cxisted, but that it was atbribut-
able to the large and sudden increaso of traflic, together with the
impediment caused by the breal at the “Jumna ;” that accumula-
tions at stations wero being rapidly -disposed -of ; that the- traflic
would, it was hopod; shortly resume its foriner rogulaxity ; and that
in“the meantimo- every cxertion’ was heing made to bring dbout a
botter state of things.

@
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The Agent's reply is satisfactory.-as far as it goes ; bub it iz
manifest that traflic communication between Caleutta and the
North-west will always be liable to repeated interruption (and. to o
far more scrious cxtent as the increasing trade augments tho
pressure on the lme) if"Somie ponmnenf plonlen is 16t made for
a more suflicient and e\xpcdmuus system of transport.

The Commitice ‘are aivare ‘of the cxertions that have been
mado by, the Railway. Company to complete the line 1o Deli,
and the extent to which the pubhc are desirous of availing them-
selves of it is the best evidence not only of the important results
thus far attained but of the necessity also for maintaining unob-
structed . the, means for transmitting the expanding traflic with the
wpperprovinecs, T B

If the Committee have not been misinformed on the point the
workis on the entire Ir-u"th ‘of the railway both in embankments,
_cuttinge, and brickwork, have been constructed for a double lino
of xails ; if this i§ the case and provision'lias thus been riade” for
3 has'certainly arrived when the doublo
tes at or ‘near Burdwari, should “Be
cend 'of the line,
1fest]y - inadequate to the Yequircinents of ‘a
t‘r'msmlttcd OVOr -an CLOrMous. cxtcut of

‘d by having an 'unple supply of rolling

e tlic \shbli} distancs
stoik,

The Committée trust thint this important question will receive
tho eaxly attention of Government, and that His Excéllency tho
Governor General in Council will he pleated to take it into con-
sideration.

Thave the honor to be,
Sir,
Vour most obedient servant,
0. W, I, WO0D,

Secrelarye

A

Trox

Tur J L)II\' T SE(, RDTARY

" OF BENGAT, W,

7 RATLWAY TRANCIL

To

s SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

o L Tont o, 801 Aprit 1805,

o reply, to your lottor. datod, 278 Janvary lnst to tho
addross of the Seerotary to tho Government of India in the Public
Works Dopartmont,, bringing, fo. notico_ complaints made to the
“Chamber by nafive merehants, of $he great inconvenienco and loss

1 by them i of the. impediments to traflic. on
tho, Tast Indian Railway, 1
ooy Govt of I T D0 4 eted o forward for, the informa-
o No "1 % tion of: the Chamber the accompany-
g copy of correspondence® with the
Clovernment of. India on the subject -of doubling portions.of the
Tast Indian Railway. N 5

am_in-

T it
dated Tih M
and 7 s

' 1 have the hmu;r to h:“, s,
Sir,
Your most ohodt. servant,
T, 8 TAYLOR, .Cars = B,

Joint Secy. to Gout, of Bengals
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Siry~T am instructed:to forward;’ for the : informiation of Hid
Excellency. the Govornor General in Coundil; a copy of 4 teport-by
theiDeputy- Consnlcing Enginror on'thc present shtc of the ﬂ'.uht}

2. The line has been hlcr'\lly dlol\vd with goodﬁ traflic for 'the
pashithree i months: « Tho: ‘aceninulation ‘at“most “0f “thic principal
stations-is:enormous;:and a total block would probably liave' ‘oe-
curred; and might even' now: oceur, if ‘tho~ trafiic” niana ager had ‘not
exercised,‘and:were: ot #till: to- cercise, ‘. dideretion n- closing
stations against further consignments, as the stock ‘of gosds on

hand. b until the ions “are worked
off. It isuimpossible to ‘coijecture how ‘much revenue may have

been -lost. to.:the ull\ay Comp'my by this nvcuanry refusal of
custom.;
B The:\mount of business’ y done’is’ quite wnp d

in this: country. s Fovs the: sveck -endif Janinary 20th; 1865, the

total (xeccipts: amounted-1too R, 4,62545 15 Which 8 dt 'the n:tu of

mzrc ‘Eh:lr‘);‘jol;r c('nlt- on:the:eapital! expended, Wsswiing it at 'tlie

Tate of amile, ]

Mek A, J‘hc ricevxpts per xmlc Upul'\ "}‘or that
. Yo are wware that; (he bulk-of ‘the’

ihc line in the cold. scasoni.

5 biStEht 1ipon
"Phis “yeay the" Novth ~westein trallic
has for the first  timic coine directly onthe lowet: divisiin |
opening to theJumna’ at: Allahinbad; aid-it i this cee

traflic which has ehoked the lovwor line; ' - ¢ N

= iy

XXXV

5. This block would probably:havebeen avoided had the bridge
over the Jumna been completed, as the stock would have run over
the entive line ; but as it -is, the ¥6]ling stock 6n thé lower division
is inadeguate to; carry-the, ontire traftic of: the-Railway, more especi-
ally as the through journcy on a single line probably occupics bwice
the time it would on a double line.

6. 1t was not practicable to do anything this season to assist
thie public, who have most justly complainéd 6f delays ‘and irregu-
Jaxity, but the Company’s officors have labored s strenuously to push
their command, and His Honor
condidors that this ackio n(l«mcn(s of Government are duc to
thl‘m for tho special exertions they:have made.:

. His Excellency in:Council has been. already:* n\fmml.(l ithat
pwmpt measures--have-been tiken to supplement.the
stocl, and:ib is estimated sthat:1,200: vehiclds “and
in addition to those now running, will be on the line b(ioru

on the traflic with the mea;

of the present year... i horiod

8.; It is . also. con[nlenﬂy lmpcd ﬂut the! Jmmn -bridge wlll be
opened for. traffic -during. the. ‘current year, and consequehtly thi
carrying . capacity:of the rolling-stock-: will: be - ma {
Defore the rush of traflic which is certain:tocusue:at the: bcgmmn"
of the nextcold season.: - " 3

9.1t now hecomes,.a. matter Sm grave: cnnsulonlmw“]xcﬂlbr
double the amount of traflic.can-howorked on théisingle ling :

10. The Agent, on-the authority:of M- Residelythe Conipany’s
Consulting Bngincer in Tn-rl.unl, points out that the saforliMiit
has already, heon exceeded in -one instanee: A7 copyco
No. 1265 G, 13th February 1865, vith itsiénclostre fromthie Chicf*
Tngineer, soliciting sanction for n, cash’ outlayofRs. 310,00, ooo for'

doubling soventy miles.of dine betivoen: Litckoesorai and’.
Laliz s 900

tions, is forwarded for your information. %

11 On this question Mr. Bachelor, the Traflic M
m, romarks. with speciak eforenco’ to- following™ “{rains,
and the interyal,of time to bo allowed between: cach;

6 You call,on me for a report showing awly it is impossible to' Wotrk’
keoping each length from station to station cleart’ Nowifdo
not say it is  impossible’ in theory, thougl 1 think the onus of ‘the
proof on that-would lay with the party asserling it to be possible,

=
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and the.proph sropld.gpnsist in a time table with.abovo belve trains

caclh gy, LoF 1 pregent pequiroments ('\llo\vlng for-specials &)

- for, ‘to& mn\'m”cg:‘ a;]y,gnc. (0
& Trainsjru,jat; differont n d

tances, so.that e, trains following;one another miay;staud-.;
instance, in the order,

. (11 in tho nexbias;,

< il i the next as,

oroven, 1it alliibhreobe.goods trains,i as | thoy firs

wd. ;- They

may be a clear station -apartyiat.. Cynthia, Mularpore, Rampors
Haut, ;while;, the.avhole distance between.1.and 3 wouldjonly:just
cover theinteryal Pakourto Bahawa, ((and this-dnslance;,isqnot a
solitary, one)i In the latter case the second. train mustowait,at Pa-
kour till:the first reaches Bahawa, puditheithivd would have. to wail,
al, Pakourafull.hout. ., How then.would. you work the down;itraftic
after keoping tho road in use for wp. trains. for three hours?, Lisay
nothing of breaks downrand, other losses..of time,. :To prove a com-
plicatod-working . arrang { bhis kind i jeableis not the
work of words and figures ;. figures: prove: something itt mathematios
or,a¢counts ibecause we give them an: arbitrary value, bubio atiempt
to qirove a negativo'in a case like i1

s mere wasto of words.

 Common sense and @ klm\\'lc( e of thoe circums of the
case: produée:a conviction:-which ab.vo: have. to ack upon,
anidsIt wonldicask -any man o take - thc ‘L\w instancos’T have given
in this leltor andisay.whist: s convietionis. -, -

12: From -petsonal- ohseryationy-the (e or aud
his deputyare:iboth sconvinded::that-the txafie is ab provent being
conducted at grdat visk, and already several: o have. ocewrred in
which: serious ‘collisions, ‘by.trding meeting, have heen, imminent,
thiough ‘providentially. -actual;violent contact. has - hitherto . heen
averted, oot pe

13. - The Licutenant an‘mnr debmls to pl:wt' upon xbcmd his
own'opinion-in -concurronce with that of. the Consulting hn;umm
and the Railway autliorities, that,the- limit to -which 1
cam be safely used has been reavhed. this season,

14, The Licutenant Coversior also,on financial g mmd.; sone

e

single Jine
,S1ng!

bl Tisiti]
sllonld o &iitiri

time has certainly® dFFived) \'vlie‘ix"ﬂ'wc
termingtes at’ornear’ Burdwii
trome end of il liné,” that’

ce]lcnoy 511" Clounil Ehe &
in England for the supply -of perm'mmt way ‘it ton bridging
for doubling the entire line from Caleutbath Allahabad. It must
e remembered that in the course bf ‘thtéé yéars, this line will have
torbear the incteased traffic that Hiay B broviglit to‘lt 'by the' “com-
pletioiiof the 3\mchnn line to’ Jubbulpore. i
1521 The early constritction of {hie “oarth wor
tie:choid line bet Assensols” and KT

find fiisoniy of:

aldobe nt onice provided:for, for'if there be' any‘delay it
Pletion of tlm ‘ivork, the incvitable alternativé -is’ that
Tine: ‘from " Burdian (Koo Juiicion) to - Lm.
alldy of tlic Ganges must be dotbled.” 1

16, Tainfurtherto notice that an early setﬂoment of 1l|e Hooglily
Tridge question  is “dbsolutely nocessary: - The terminal “w orks it
Howrah dro now ab a stiuid:still; notWithstanding that; from’insuffi-
cient goods accommodation; thie terminus - is- already »the sweakest
point of the line, and incaleulable ‘delay :md Ioss is suﬁt'\mcd in
crossing the traffic over to Calcutta.

17. Lastly, Lam to yecomimerid that immediate mnchon may-bo
given for laying down as much pér mancnt way ‘as “is now. available
in this country, to double tho Jine from ‘Tnickoeseraiupwards; either
in a continuous length, or be’mcm ‘alternate’ ‘stations wheve large
Bridges intervenc, as local roasons render necessary or:advisable.

18. " The cash outlay for drossing carth- swork;” ballasting and lay-
ing, i estimated by the Chiot ‘Engineer at Ra; 12,000 per mile, and
probably ahout 100 miles of permanent way can’ be made av: ailable
Dy collections from all parts of the line.

The Chief Engincer appositely observes with" roference”™to this
proposition, “that if the work is commeneed ab once; we shall avoid
that pressure on'the labor market - which will: result’ from “com-
mencing the construction” of the dxord, “and the doublmg of the
main Jine, at the same time!

i
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19. The emly orders of His Excellency in Council are solicited.
Provision for this extraordinary expenditure has not been made in
thie Railway Budget for the cnsuing year. '

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
F. 8. TAYLOR, Carr, n. %,
Joint Secy. to the Goot. of Bengal,
P. V. Dept., Railway Branch,

No. 216R.
Frox .
Cooxrr R. STRACHEY, . &,

Seey. to the Gout. of India.

To
Tur JOINT SECY. 1o tur GOVT. or BENGAL,
1 e PUBLIC WORKS DEPARQMENT‘
Pusric Works DEPARTMENT,
TFort Williom, 14th March, 1865.
TRailway.

Sir,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Iletter
No. 235 G of the 25th ultimo, submitting a report by the Deputy
Consulting Engineer on the present state of the trafic of the lower
division of tho East Indian Railway, and recommending immediate
sanction to an expenditurc of abowt 10 lakhs of rupees for doubling
the line forab: i upwards, either in
a continuous length or between altornate stations where large bridges
intervene, as local circumstances render neeessary or advisable.
Ttis explained that there is sufficient permanent way maderial
available in the country,

y miles from I

=z
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2, This proposal the Governor General in Council is pleased to
canction. With reference, however; to4ho - ecrlainty that, before
the chord line from Raucegungo to Luckeesorai . can be oponed,
there will e a large inerease of traflic dn_ the lower end of the linc,
bebween Jamalpoor and Burdwan, T am directed to suggest
for consideration whether some of the lengths near Rajmalal
night not be donbled at once, as well as, ox nstead of, some of the
upper lengths named by Mr. Power.

3. Turthor, Tam desived tostate that the time has mow come,
inthe opinion of the Governot General in Council, when arrange-
snents may be made for doubling the line throughoutas far as the
Jumna. Tiooking to the long interval that must intervens before
ihis can be carried out, and judging by the present amount of
traflic, it may be safely prodicted ihat before it is accomplished

. the traffic will have so far expanded as to demand it.  The Secre~

tary of State has, thorefore, heen addressed in this sense.

7. Thé question of the chord line will form the subject of a
scparate communication. That of the bridge over the Hooghly,
as the Licutenant CGovernor iz aware, has been referred for report
to the Committce of which the Iow'ble M. Taylor is President.

g, The sanction now accorded has been entered as No. 50 R of
1864-65 on the Register of this office.

T have the honor to b,
Sir,
Your most obedient scrvant,
" (Signod) R. STRACHEY, Coroxm, T B,
Seey. 1o the Goot. of Indic.
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APPENDIX L.

OVERLAND MAIL SERVICE BETWEEN INDIA
AND ENGLAND.

Boxean Criavser or CoXMERCE,
Culeutte, 4tk Mearch 1865,
. . BAYLEY, Esa,
Secrctary to the Governient of Iudie,
ITome Departinent.

Sim—The Divector General of the Post Offies submitted to Go-
vernment, in his lotber No. 2668 'of 24th April 1860 a proposition
for modifying the mrangements wnder which the posial service be-
tween Bugland and India was then condueted.

The proposition was based on the assumption that railway com-
smunication hebween Bengal and Bombay would bo so far advanced
in the course of 2 or 3 yeats that Bombay
come the port of dospatch and eceipt of the mails to and from
Fuvope, and hat by the establishment of a weckly mail from

would eveniually be-

London the communication with Calentta would be more rapid and

1 obviate the necessity for maintaining the highly sub-

reguli

sidised ice vid Galle.

Although the railway between the two presidencies is no't com-
plete, yeb it appears to have reached that stago of advancement
ihat, iaken in conjunction with the shorter sca passage from
Bombay, the dates of departure of the mails from that port, which
are timed to awive in London at intervals of a week after the
Qixect mails of the 9¢h and 25rd from Caleutta, have heen so much

2T

exli

searded that, from a weekly mail communicalion, Caleutia'is now,
for a larze portion of the year, practically reduced to a fortnightly
communication. Tn proof of this T am direeted to refor to the an-
nexed statement shewing the dates of departure of the mails vig
Bombay and vid Galle for the months of September to April in-
clusive, compiled from a notification issued from the office of the
Post Master of Bengal.

T parallel columns to the dates of departure Thave given the
dates on which these mails are due in London, from which it will
be scen that while there is an interval of only onc day between the
dopatbures of, for cxample, the mails of the 2Lst February vid
Tombay and tho 22ud vid Galle, the former ave timed Lo arrive in
London six days before the latter. Tt may reasonably be presumed
that another day will shortly b cconomiscd in the land transit of
{o mails bobween Bombay and Caleutta, and the anomaly will {hen
be prevented of the mails vid Galle and vid Bombay leaving
Caleutta on the same day, and of the former reaching London
2 weck in advance. The practicel effeet will be that no letters will

then be sont vid Galle at all.

As presont arangements aro manifostly inconveniont, it appears
cssontial thab a weekly service should be introduced ab as ey &
ing contract with the P. & O, Company will per-

date as the oxi
mit.

Tho mails ate now forwarded vit Agra, bub that ottt will pr
be abandoned, when the through communication vid Jubbul-
pore s boen csiablished ; ponding the oponing of thal. line how-
ever the Govermment may consider it desirable that the completed
sections should be availed of, and the intervening distee hiavelled
by mail carts if there aro suliciontly good voads for Uil portion

oi the overland postal service.

bably

T have the honor to be, .\c,
1L \\' L \\'OOD

Seerclay




exlii

PABLE of daics of Despati of Oieldid Mails jrom Caleutta vid
Dombiy iiid Galle, cnd: of rescipt in London vii Marscilles.

Dares or DESPATCUH TROM Darss or RECEIPT IN
CancurtA. Loxpox.
Via B Vid .

Bombay.| - Calle..: Bombay. | Calle.
September v}t 20 22 | October 21 27
October 5 8 | November ' b 12
5 20 22 » w20 26
Novembor ] 5| Decomber .| 6 13
i N 1} 22 - IO )| 27
December ... G 8 [ January ... 5 12
" Loa 22 " .20 26
January .. G §" | Februaty  w. 5 12
5 P 11 22 - w2 26
Tebruary ... G 8 | March 8 15
" IO 3% 22 » I -1 20
: March [ 8| April 5 12
w2 22 » w20 26
April 6 8 | May G 12
Lo e » woa e

L

exliii

Doyear Cuaysrr o Cod )
Calcutia, 215t Marcl, 1865,

T. C. BAYLEY, Ese, . B
Seerelary to the Govt. of India,
ITome Department.

Siw,—Tn continuation of my letter of the dih instant, T am de-
sired by the Commiittce of the Chawber: of (Commerco to bring to
the notice of His Bxcellency the Governor General in Council that
2 memorial, bearing the signatures of thie leading bankers and
merchants of London interosted in the India trade, has lately been
presented to the Scerctary of State, praying that ‘an alteration
might be made in the postal arrangements: between Tngland and
ihis conntry; and that insiead of the mails being closed in London
on certain days of the month they should e closed on a jixed day
of the wed, Triday being tho day selected ;as the most couvenicnt

{or various reasons.

This recommendation if carried out W ill involve the cstablishment

of the woekly mail via Bombay which the Chamber recently took
the Tiborty of suggesting : for such eoncession would be deprived
of much of its value if letlers did not awive and opportunity
vas not afforded of 1cplying o them at the same stated intervals
2 the mails wore: despatehed which, s shewn in my lotter above
etorved 10, will a0t bo possible ntil a weekly mail sorviee is esta-
Plished ¥ia Bombag.

Tam o oxpioss & hope ‘thorefore in view of this conouxrencs
of opinion between the mercantilo communitics here and in London,
that His Tixcellency in Council will teport favorably on the
cuggosted change in the postal serviee” from this country to the

TRight THonorable the Seeretary of State.

1 hiave the honor' to be, &e.
JL W, I WOOD,

Secretary,




exlv

4, The Post Master General of England has informed nie that

o cannot ganction the transmission of theso mails by the French

. B ] f

A

sicamers wnless the Indian Post Office will undertake to pay 64. por i -~

APPENDIX M P . el b L i et

. ounce fo the French Post Office for the mails so conveyed, realizing il =

’ . . ) an oquivalent sum on the covers delivered. i 2@
L. . i oS ALY HAth R 2

AUSTRALIAN MAILS FOR CALOUTTA. 5. T cannob think that the public gencrally would willingly it ﬁ‘@'

| |

© ubmit to so heavy an cxtra taxation, and the only way that oc-
No. 2004, : ours to me would be to ask the Australian’ postal authorities to in-

$imate bo the public there that any covers marked for tr ansmission -

Trom
A. M. MONTEATH, Esa., by the Trenel steamers would be padled separatelfs and, in- the
i In charge of the Office of Dircctor General ovent of the French steamors, offering i better.chance of speedy
of the Post Offce of Tullia, amival be forwarded by that opportunity subject to the additional
To charge on delivery of two annas per half ounce. ‘

Tun SECY. wo 1nr CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 6. Tam notsure however that the advantage to be gained can

. be regarded as being of sufliciont importimee, or rather of suffici-

Calewtta, 14th November 1864, k h .
cntly frequent oceurrence, 0 call for such a measure ; and on this

Sim—The mail steamer from Australia is timed to reach Galle Jlad to e favored with the opinion 'of the
on the 16th or 17th of cach month, and #he Australian mails des- ' ' '
tined for Calutta havo to wait 4l the stcamer from Suez takes

them on. ‘;
1 have the honor to be, B

point I should be ¢

Chamber of Commerce.

2. It oceasionally happens that the Trench mail steamer which

s timed $0 leave Gallo for Caloutta about the 13t is a little late : ' o o iR
and that the Australian mails have arrived in time for despateh ey By e 4
by the Troneh stemmer ab an carlier dato than by the English
steamer from Suez. - The enclosed statement shews that during Vour most obeilient sorvant
tho yoar 1863-64 this happencd only bwico, but on $hose oseasions v o
there would have heon a seving of nine andseven days respectively A, M. MONTEATH
3t the Aushrelian mails had been sont on o Caleatta by the Tronch bt ST
vessels,

3. A Caloutta firm sometime ago remonstratod agains the nou-

transmission of tho Australian mails by the Fronh stoamer and of tho Post Ofice o Tndic.
their remonsirance was ded to e London Dost Offce. .

T charge of the Officc of Dincotor Genarl

z i B - R



exlvi

wing the dates of «ivivat. of the French and Australian
wrs at Galle from May 1863 to April 1864,

Memo.

Month and date | Month and date| Month and date | Month and date
o vl of tho | of arrival of the of deprturc of thelof deputure of the

rench Steamer | Austr 1 Steamer| Trench Steamer [Augf on Steuner
: Gl Glalle. from Galle, fiom Gelle.

1853, 1863, 1863. 1863.
May .o 126k [Mey . I8t ey L] 18th Doy L] 26th
June’ .ol 1200 (Fame . 16t [Tuno L. I5Uh [Fune .| 15tk

July . 11h [uly ] 176 | A8th [y .| 20th

August .| 10t [August .| 16t |2 e ray L 20

September.|-12th (S, ber.| 18th S Aj 13th J| 20th

October ... 14tk [October .| 17¢h [October .| 14th [Octaber .| 24th

Nevember..| 14tk [November..| 17th N | 16th (N L) 26th

December..| 15th {December..| 16th [December..| 15th
1864, 1864, 1864, 1864,
Jenuary .| 12th [January ...| 15th W 12th JTanuary ... 22nd

Tebruary...| 21st {Febreary...| 14th

| 22nd {February ... 21st

March ...} 16th March .| 14th March  ...[ 16th [March. ...| 25th

Apil o 16t At Tt (Aprl L 1 Al | 21k
|

Brxearn CJIAMD.DR or CoMMERCE,
Valeutta, 16th November 1864,
A, M. MONTEATH, Tsq.,
Tu charge of the Office of Dircolor General
’ of tie Post Office of Tndia.
Si,—TI have laid before the Committee of tho Chamber of

Commerce yowr letter No, 2004 of the 144k insiant, and Tam de-

=

exlvii

sied to state that the suggestion submibied in the 5th para, has
their approval as tho most practical means of m
those who desire {o have their Australian cortespondence sent ups
from Galle by the Treneh mail steamer, if that afforded the best
opportunity of communicating with Caleutte

g thio Wishes o

I have the honor to be, &,

. W, LWO0O0D,

Aeer

-
!
|
!
|



APPENDIX N

COTTON CULTIVATION IN THE NORT-
‘WESTERN. PROVINCES.

No. 188 of 1865.

Trox, . .
: W. CHICHELE PLOWDEN, Esq.,
Secretary to he Doard of Revonde, N. . Ps,
Allahabad.
To
R. SIMSON, EsQUIRE,
Secretary to the Government of the N. W. Ps.,
Dated. Allahabod, the 23rd. of March 1565,
Reverace,

Seaior M
D

C. B. Trorammi,

0yg. Junior Membes

Sim,—In continuation of their report No. 766 dated 24th October
last on the estimated out-turn of the cotton crop of 1864-G5 in
these provinces, the Board now submit for His Hlonor’s information
a return shewing the actual results of the season, as compared with
the estimate then prepared.

2nd. There are. considerable differences between . the estimated

=5

“nof

oxlix

and actual out-burn in many of the districts. The totals however
do not differ very largely, the estimate having exceeded the actual
by 15 per cent. It is only in the Agra division that the crop has

excooded the estimate.  In the other divisions where the crop has
t answered in yield to:the estimate the difference. is gencrally
attributed to the scanty vains of ‘the last monsoon.

3rd. The actual crop is given ab maunds 16,50,412 against
mannds 18,869,618, @ c. ab 3,290,480 bales of Ibs. 425. The total
Indian supply to Enéhud for the current year has recently been
estimated by the Heonomist ab a little less than four times this
amount or 12,88,235 bales. ~The Board have furnished this infor-
mation direct to the Chambers of- Commerce and have published

in the- Gazette the table appended.
- T am, siv,
Your most obedient scrvant,
(S W. ¢. PLOWDEN,
E Seoreteey.
Boarp or RLVEINUF, 2 -
N. W. P, ALLAUABAD, ’ - o
The 231d of March 1865 S
(True Copy.)
HWENRY W. GOODALL, . _ ..
Assist. Secy. to-the. Board of-Levenre,
of ithe’ N W.-D., Alldhabdd.

Anaczure.

Statement of B dstimated” and - vetii] odt-tiwn of the cotlon

crop in the North-western provinees for 1864,

S
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APPENDIX O

ment of (he Funds of the Beugal Chamber of Commeres from 1st November 1864 to

50t April 186

o of D1t Oct, 1561

Ty T
yC

B0 0 0

Cosh paid for 4 pev cent. Govornment

10000 0 0

\

ot F R

123

0,600 10 3
Ra. 21,036

Siereta

a
8.
=
B
El

!
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redsuries in Tndd Tor 16648810 Hinzéiniasdo o

On::he sale

dix

SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES, !

purchase, e shipmont of Bullon,
orCoin ! e ¥
n in fands) or sale of Indigo,
ieco, Goods, Oph

 Gold Duist,

‘il “or - prarchass of il obfier goods:
commission in adl cases to,bo charged ypon;thor
to purchases

770w accepting Bills-against Consiguumen

5 On tho salo or purchaso of Ships, Factorics,

9. On goods and treasure consigned,

‘Houses, Lands, and all property of a like dos-
cription .

1 alliother pro-:
‘perty of any description xeferred to Agency for
sale, whether advanced upon or otherwise, which
shall afterwards' be withdrawn ; and on goods
consigned for conditional delivery to others and
so ddlivered, on invoice amounbab 25

10. On moking advances or _procuring loass  of

saoney for commercial purposes, shen the aggre-

gate commission docs not eseect § per cent,

=
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12,

I

Y8

19..

2,

cix

On ordering or receiving and delivering goods, or

superintending the of contracts, or on
the shipment of goods, where no other Com- .
wission is derived .. 2% per cent,

On guaranteeing Rills, Bonds, or other eng: "cmonls,
and on L security for ad. of
istates, or to Government for the disbursement

i . !
of public moncy o 2% »
On del-credere or the duc realizat
of sales . . 2% »

On the management of Estates fol Exceutors or

On chartering ships or engaging tonnage for con-
stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for
loading . L 24 M’

On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com-

manders of ships for cabin passengers, on the
amount of passage money, whether the same
shall pass through the Agents’ hands or not ... 2%
On procuring freight for a ship by
or ¢charter, or on procuring employment for a
ship on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for

a shipping ovder

On engaging Asitlic’ Timigrants’ for a ship to the
Mawiting, the West Indies, ov clsewhere, “upon
amounb of carnings’. o B »
2 3 L:onps for a ship to GlmL Britain or
clsewhy.m, on the grosg amount of passage
money fof rdik and file
On realisig inwavd “freight, inward troop, Emi-
grant,'or Cabin passage inoitey
On landing and

ipping goods from any
vessel in distress, or on landing and selling by
auction dmmaged goods from any such vossel, -
and acting us Agent for the Master on bohalf
of all concerned on the declured value of

%
|

6.
27.
28.
29.

30.

33.

celxi

snoh goarls as may be o-shipped, and on the
net proceeds of all sach goods oy fnay 'hd p\\b-

i

Tiely sold
If Opiwn, Indigo, Raw Silk, or S]Il\ Picco Gcnd‘? 2
10 Treasuve, precious Stoncs or Jewellery: ...

surances, whether on livés or pro»

o
&2

&

=

On eflocting
perty

On scttling Inslu:u\CL claims, lﬂssm and average

and on  procuring etums of pro-

I

of all classe:
mium e e
On drawing, purchasing, sclling of negotiati
3ills of Txchange ..
On dobts or oLhu claims whon a_process ad Taw
or arbitration is incurred in cLulmwv them
Or if recovered by such means ...
On Rills of Exchange roburned dishonored
On collocting House Rent
On ships Disbursements
On realising Bottomry Bonds; or mwcLu ngany
Loan on respondentia e w2
On granting Letters of Credit ... ‘
On salc or purchuse of Govemman Sccunhcs cmd
Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on overy
excharigo o, transfer not Dy pmchnsc from one. .
class to.another | et . ¥
On delivering up Go\arnmcnb couritics 'u:ul Bmk
or other Joint Stock ,b!mcﬂ, on ¢ market
value P
On all amounts dclutod '\nd o cmm{ wl(hm(h
year (less the balance. brought: forwi
which no Commission 'tmo\mtmg tg, 5. por.cent. .

has beon charged; S B

per cenbe

”»

»

rd) upo .

%% Brokerage when 1m:iﬂ is, bo o, separately, charged.

T T, W00,

Secielaryy

v




f

T

R
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TONI\AGT} SclIFDULB for the-PoRT OF -CALCUTTA - ‘\dopl(‘d at-the

‘thei98th May 1859,
J.zmur' ]é(}() e

l"\lcclmg,of Llw Bengal Clmmbor of Commerce held on
. The Schedule camne into operation from 1sb

Cwt. per
Ton Nett.
i

Cubie
Tect,

vcr KX

Aloes, i Bags and Boxes| ,
A]mn. in Di o
seed, in Bng<
Av o) n‘
Asafotida, in” T‘uﬂs and BmoJ
Apparel in Toxes ..

Bark, in Bng’

Bees’ Wa ;
Barillu o
Detol-nut
Tooks f
Borax ot Tinenl .:
Drimatone '

Bullion
Coke-lno, in Bag
Camphor, in L.mcs .
Cardamoms, in Rol)m“

€ <=n, m Boxes
n Dags

Clnm Loon, in Bags
Bo:

(‘Im cth

Boxes

Cochincal
Coffee, in Bags
Ca

Coral, Rough

Cotbon, in Pwlu, 510 the {on, noL to exceed
Cowries .
Cutch, in T"ws o

Dates, Web AT
”. T e e

Dho -

l:l"]ﬂ.n'n‘.« Teeth, in Bulk -

Turniture .

Garlic and Onions .

6

ab per
1

+ eI,

(VTR

" ARTICIES

1o,

! Clivtsptt

Cllbm
Teet

" perlon.

(-1 .| B
Gum, in Caso
Guamy Bags and (.mmy Cloth

Guijah

Tlomp, in Balcs, por ton of b mcs, 1ot to
oxoocd )

Tides, Bufiilo or Cow, Cived 0

Hoofs, oy Shavings and Ti
Horus, Cow, Buflalo orDe
Indig

Jute, 5 Balos to {ie Ton ol exe
Lac Dye.. S
Tard DL )
Tinsoed | oo
Mace .
Machinery -
Metals .
Mirnbolams
Molagses .
Mothor 6'Pear), in Bags ...

C ncb(x
Munject,” .
Mustard or Rape Seed -
Nutmegs, in Casos-or Casks
Nux Vomica

3
Opinn .
Paddy
Peas .
Poppor, Tiong ...

. Black
Planks and Do
Poppy Sced !
Putelek i
Raw Sill;, in Bales .
Rattans for Dunnage
Red Wood Ditto ..

Rheg, in Bales, per Tou of )])ls'. not éxdg

and T vme<, ‘in Dundles

Roping in Coi
LLis

Ruim, in Cos

16
20

20
20

2 puncheons
20

2 puncheon




Owt, por [Cubic oot
Ton Neit. | per Ton;

Safilower, in Bls. p Ton of 5 BIS, ot exdg ..

Sago, in Cascs
Sal-amoniac, in Bags ., .
Boxes Sk

Smlbpctm

.Sapan Wood for Dnnmgc o
Scaling Wax, in Cases
Seod-] luc, in (‘mnﬁ
Bags

Senna
Shells, Rough, in Bags
Shell-Tag, in Choes

Silk Pmcc (JOO(IH o

Soup, Couuh‘y,,m Cases

3 Bags:

o s Bare

Stick Lac, dn Cases + 1
Bags

Sugar . .
Tmllow, in Cases or szks iy

’lmanmr'l, in Clases or, Casks,

b2’

Caloutta,

wlm\r or othcr 51111»1:111« wlnnf wnblun the llmllb of the,

,ml, of

1L \\'. L \\'OOD,‘

celxv

EﬂEE\RBERS oF THE GUAMBER OF COMMERGE.

Mackillop, Stewart and Co,
Apear and. c Mackinnon, Mackenzic md Co.
‘Avgenti; Scchiari and Co.- ‘\Twch!mc Lyall and

Atkinson, ’J‘xlton and Co.
Parton, Baynes and Co.

Theggz, Duniop and Co. Mai
Balfonr and C Moran, W, and ¢
Torradadle, Sehfllor and Co. Mosley and s,
Byramjce Uama and Co. Molendronauth Bose.
Chanin, Lamouroux and Co. Manoekjee Iust
Canlisles Nophows and Co. Tearco, Mhcn
Camphell i TRobort, gent, Char- Poumington and 0o,

Aeabog, Josoph.

ay; R. onwn .\m'l Co.
and Co. .

GOESOTS,

toved Moy mlalsz f Indic. | Pehmolier, G- and Co’s Suc
Colvin, Cowic and Piotseh, G, Maniger, wmpzm
Crooke, Rprme and mn I Taoomple de Paris.
DeSonza, Thos, and C Playfair, Dund
Potter and Co.

Dauft, 'llm‘é., Agent, Bornco Com-
pai Prostwich, B.
Dnmchmuu, Grob and Co. Petrocochino, B

Grnsghausen and Ocsterley. Pickford, Mathewson and Co.
P. & C. Nosdorwanjue Cunm & Co.

Twings and Co.

Tliotd, Johm and Co." Ralli Brothe

Torgusson, Ralli and Ma
V., At/cnl Com- | Ram oopm\

Tinlayeon Ale
mercial Banl; 0 u:pomlww of In- | Bober
Sohil

dio and | m Bast.
Tuller, W H., Manager, Bank of | Schneid S

indusian, Uuuu. mul Japan, | 8¢l hocnr-, Kllbmn IMd Co.
Sha and i

(ishorne and C
Graf. and Bm/!uc\ S]mm t/ln\md Mither.
Gordon, Stuart and Co. Smith, D. A. and Co.
frindlay and Co. Sith, Samuel, Sons and Co. .
Grant, Smith and Co.! Stovenson, Peel and €o.
m)n\n and Co. Stewart, Win. C.and Co.
Goritle, R Sith, W, I, Barry'and Co.
Henderson and Co. Thomas, R and:Co.
Tlenderson, Gco)‘“c and Co. * Tuiner, Morrison and (‘n‘ v
Teron and C Toulmin, L. W. anc "
Hoate, 3\I|I\m 'm(l Co. Watson, 1. O. .'m(l Co.
Hormusjee Boman jeo ¢ (/me&( Wh\lc, LA AJLM, C'h(u ’4"([1
Halford, V., dlahiiqe mz - ank /ndm '
iBanl of IWestorn: [ndut. (RS Brothers and (40.‘ .
Kettlewell, Bullen and Co.. Snead and Co.
Kelly and Co.
Ker, Dodi and Co. "
Tathbury, H., Manager, Scmdc,
l’w;nb muY Delhi Bank Corpo-

ration. . -
WMBF!B gL W MEMBERS.

Bocher, Wi.—Gowhathy, Assam. Hw 7. 0. and Co.—AlL yah.
Devorell, H.—Ackequige. m\'ml lmum #y
Cope, H.and Cor=Unritsur. onny, "Tho lq
Gale, John—1"undonl. '|.o<lw| l‘xmllu) & Co—Moulmein,
Jamilton Brown & Co—Dirit-

poic.

' Wasking,
Yule, Amht\\' and Co.




RULES AKD REGULATIONS

BENGAL CHAMBER. OF COMMERCE.

Thatthe Societi shall be styled « Tur BENGAL
CHAMBER OF -COMMERCE.” -

Sccon‘(l ..... . That the object of the” Chamlier shall he to
. *Avabeh over and probect the gencral interests

" of Commerce’; to colleel information on all

matbers of interest to the Mercantile Com-

munit;

; ;er the removal of evils, the redicss of gricv-
ances, and the promotbion of the common good:;

to comimmniicate with authorities and iidivi:

‘v(]lhll partics thereupon ; to form a code of

- practice. whereby the trar

5 to use every means within its power

tion of business

‘may be simplified and fae .
plificd and facilitated ; to receive

‘references and to axbitvate hebween disputants

tﬁhc decisions in such veferences being recorded
for fubuy - ’

auidanes:

highly desivable not to recommize

e»]of exclusion, all persons o
oL o sted in’the Comniterce or Sl\i*\an?:'r
ol" Ali‘e‘n‘g:\l, shall upon payment of the I!‘A’l‘5
_scviption and on signature of {he Rn;c:n ’i
Regulations, be admissible as Members ; e
nanner hevéinafter deseriby i e

ihed.

Fourth...... That, Candidates for ncInﬁs"sion, proposed 'n(i
seconded by Members, may be admitted (]
sionally as Members by Li;e Cnn;mi’“: .
jeeb fo  confirmation at the nexi CCC', o
Nontins c: icneral

elxvii

Fifth s The voting by proxy, or by - Members whose
- Subscriptions ave in arrears, De not allowed.

.. That the Chamber
expelling any . of its Members ; such expul-
gion' to Dboe decided by the votes of three-
fourths of the Members of the Chamber,

That any yumber of Members ]\1':‘;&:01\\{, shall be
Tield bo constitute a General Meeting, called

“in conformity with the Rules of: the Chanbei
for the despateh of - ordinary Dusiness ; bub
that o change. in. the Rules of i the Socicty.
can. e considered exeept at.n.General Meet-

.. ingat which the majority,of the Members of
the Chamber shall be presentu; .

Phat the Subscription for indiyidual Members
of the: Chamber be 10, Rupges per mensem,
those alone earrying on business under '
‘ 16. Rupees per

rves to itself the right of

Siath oo

Sevendlin.t..

Bightly v«

T while
ot any, style or firn do, pay:
mensen. Lo depn
That the Subseription for Mofussil Members be
two Gold Mohurs or 32 Rupees per annuin.
That : the, business and funds of the Chamber
shall be managed by 2. Commitbee of seven
Members, consisbing: of a President and Vice-
‘Prosident and five Members, to De clected
annually aba dulgex'n ng of the Cham-
“ber in the month of May.; +the ; President, or,
he Vieo-Pr sident being ex-
{ the Colnxixitl cc, and in the
it and . Vice-President,
THEVE

Ninth veens

in, his absence, b
officio Chairman o
)  ahsence of, the l’res_iclellb r
the Conm“.iM.cc to elect its own Cl
Four to form @ q\\oﬁun ; the Chairman, '

T casos of cquality, having thic casting vote,




elxviil..

Tenth. ..orio That:the Committee shall. meet on such day
of every- week as it :may - fix as most con-
venient; for the purpose of transacting such
Dusiness as may come within the limits of the
ohjeets of the Chamber, and that its proceed-

ings be laid on the table open to the inspection -

of Members, subject to such Regulations as

the Cloramibtee may deem expedient,
Zleventh..... All annual clections of President, Vice-Presi-
dent, and Members of the Committee shall be

such votcs: being given in voting cards to he

and no ‘voting card shall be received for such
purpose, unless so authenticated: and all va-
cancies created by the absence of the Presi-
dent, Vice-President, or any of the Members
from the Presidency for two months,, ar by
departure for Turope, or by death, shall be
-..forthwith filled up, and the clection determin=
ed by votes of Members to be taken as above
in voting cards and declared by the Com-
mittee. .
Tuwelfth ... That the Secretary e elected by the Com-
mittee ; such clection to he subject to confir—
mation ab the next ensuing General Meeting.
Thirtecndh. That the General Mectings of the’ Chamber be
held from time to time as the Committee for
the time heing may deem necessary. That a
Special General Meeting shall be called by
the President, or, in his absence, by the Vic‘c
President, or by his order on the requisition
of any five firms, Members of the Chamber,

determined by amajority of votes of Members, .

jssued numbered and signed hy the Scerctary = -

- elxix

. to he held within five days subsequent o the
receipt of such requisition.
Fowrleenth. That all Proceedings of the Committee be sub-
: ject to approval or otherwise of General Meet-
ings duly convened.
Fifleenth... That strangers visiting the Presidency may be
sntroduced as ITonorary Members for two
months hy any Member of the Chamber in-
serting their names in a book to e kept for
that purpose.
Sizteendh .. That the Committee he empowered to make
Bye-aivs which shall not be of any force
until approved of by a Genéral Meeting.
Sevendcenth. That an Annual Reporb of the Proceedings he
prepared : and, after being approved of ata
General Meeting, printed and circulated.
Tigheenth, That the above Rules be added to or altered
only by a majority of Members of the Cham-
ber.
Nineleenth. That the foregoing Rules be printed, and an
authenticated copy, subscribed by each Mem-
ber on “admission, be kepb ds part of the re-
cords of the Chamber. That printed copies be
forwaided to Members of the Chamber, to the
Secretary to Government, and to such other
parties or authorities as ib may be desirable
o make acquainted with the objects and
Rules of the Association.

Printed by Cones and Co, No. 23, Loll Bazar,
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